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CRITERION REFERENCED KNOWLEDGE TESTS IN THE 
FUNCTION OF EXTERNAL EVALUATION AND SELF-

EVALUATION OF THE SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

Abstract 
The focus of the article is on the role of criterion referenced knowledge tests 
(CRKT), i.e. standardized evaluation of students' attainments, in creating 
constructive interaction between external evaluation and school perfor-

mance self-evaluation, as well as on summative and formative functions of evaluation. 
In the first part we tried to critically analyze the roles of CRKT in the confirmation of the 
validity of self-evaluation, in enhancing the motivation of the school to conduct self-eval-
uation and in supporting self-evaluation in the function of enhancing the quality of edu-
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cational work. The second part of the article offers possible applications of CRTK-s elab-
orated and illustrated by an example of the project ''Development of final annual tests 
for evaluating the students' achievements in the subject Nature and Society at the end of 
the fourth year of elementary school'' of the Institute for Quality Education. We tried to 
show how the analyses of the students' educational achievements, based on curricular con-
tents, levels of attainment or types of competencies can be used as a starting point for the 
school's developmental planning and continual enhancing of everyday teaching practice in 
almost all areas of (self)-evaluation.

Keywords: criterion referenced tests, external evaluation, self-evaluation, Nature 
and Society.
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