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SYMPOSIUM: HISTORICAL REPRESENTATIONS AND SOCIAL IDENTITIES IN POST-
CONFLICT SOCIETIES: IMPLICATIONS FOR INTERGROUP RELATIONS

ETHNIC IDENTITY DELEGITIMIZATION AS A PREDICTOR OF
ATTITUDE TOWARDS ETHNIC OUTGROUPS

Milica Ninkovié
Faculty of Philosophy, Psychology Department & Laboratory for Research of
Individual Differences, Belgrade, Serbia

milica.ninkovic@f.bg.ac.rs

Ethnic identity delegitimization (EIDL) is a general tendency to question or deny the
existence of ethnic groups that have existed less long than one’s ingroup. It is based
on a belief that ethnic identity derived from such groups is made up, i.e. that it is not a
legitimate identity. EIDL is typically used in conservative (post-) conflict narratives to
“prove” that the outgroup’s (OG) ethnic identity is less worthy than the ingroup’s (1G)
one, in order to assimilate OG with the IG. In previous studies, EIDL was shown to be
positively related to the essentialist view of ethnicity, strength of ethnic identification,
and autochthony beliefs. It was also negatively related to some OG attitudes. Here we
report the results of two studies focused on the relation between EIDL and ethnic OG
attitudes within the young Serbian population. In both Study 1 (S1; N = 99, Mage = 23.9)
and Study 2 (S2; N = 137, Mage = 20.9) we used short form of EIDL scale (a = .92 and
a = .94, respectively) to predict attitude towards three OGs: Bosniaks (S1), Albanians
(S2), and refugees from Middle East (S2). We also registered participants’ strength of
ethnic identification. OG attitudes were measured on Feeling thermometer as a
differential score between OG and IG feelings. We conducted three hierarchical linear
regressions with strength of ethnic identification as a predictor in the first step and
EIDL in the second. After controlling for strength of ethnic identification, EIDL emerged
as a significant predictor of attitude towards Bosniaks. On the other hand, EIDL
predicted neither attitude towards Albanians, nor attitude towards refugees from the
Middle East. Our results suggest that the predictive power of EIDL is limited to attitude
towards the OGs whose ethnic identity is generally disproven in a wider socio-political
narrative. Future studies should explore this relation in other (post-) conflict contexts,
and experimentally test the effects of EIDL on support for outgroup assimilation.

Keywords: ethnic identity delegitimization, ethnic identity, outgroup attitudes, post-
conflict societies
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