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Branislav ANĐELKOVIĆ

Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade

Emily TEETER

The Oriental Institute, University of Chicago

THE COFFIN OF NESMIN: 
THE BELGRADE MUMMY IDENTIFIED

Although the ancient Egyptian collection of the National Museum in Belgrade
(Anđelković 2002 a) has a small number of objects, it includes an interesting and
rare item that has become known as the Belgrade mummy (Anđelković 1997). The
mummy within its wooden coffin (registration number 13/V), that in 1992 was
transferred to the Archaeological Collection of the Faculty of Philosophy, University
of Belgrade, illustrates how artifacts may lose and then regain their identity and
history. 

The mummy within an anthropoid coffin was purchased in Luxor, Egypt by the
nobleman Pavle Riđički of Skribešće in 1888 (Anđelković 1995). In July of that year,
the artifacts were donated to the National Museum in Belgrade, which therefore
become the first Serbian museum to exhibit (in August 1888) an Egyptian artifact.
However, hardly anything was known about the identity of the mummy, indeed,
even the name of the donor and the circumstances of the donation had been
forgotten (cf. Anđelković 1994 b). Other challenges included the fact that a few
related artifacts - an amulet, some scraps of cartonnage, several bone fragments, a
fractured mandible and pieces of linen wrappings - were stored separately from the
mummy, with no mention of their association with the mummy whatsoever. Aside
from an unsuccessful attempt to establish the owner’s name,1 no effort had been
made to decipher and translate the full text on the coffin lid. 

309

UDK 904:393.3"652"(32)

069.51:904(497.11)

/1/ In Porter and Moss (1973: 821), the owners of two coffins from the National
Museum in Belgrade were identified as @ennufer and ZeHo respectively.
However, @ennufer - who was named Anpeti while was part of the Amherst
collection (Anđelković 2002a: 223) - turned to be Nefer-renepet (Panić-Štorh
1997), whereas the name ZeHo, as the present authors demonstrate below, does
not belong to the owner himself, but to his grandfather Djedhor.



When the mummy was removed from its coffin for examination in 1993, it was
found to have been badly damaged: the legs were detached at the knees, and the
head at the neck, and there was a gaping hole in the shoulders. Since that time, the
mummy has been the subject of several studies (Anđelković 1993, 1994 a, 2003;
Anđelković, Anđus and Stanković 1997; Čuljković, Anđelković, Stojković and
Romac 2000). As suggested by analysis of the teeth, the mummy belonged to a ca.
50 year-old male, whose sex is confirmed by the x-ray examination as well as DNA
analysis. Based on the length of the femora, his height was calculated to
approximately 165 cm. His arms were crossed right over left on the breast, and his
nails were gilded. As we can tell from the x-ray and CT examinations, artificial eyes
seem to be present within the orbits. The skin is dark-toned and hard, due to an
intensive treatment by the resinous matter during the mummification. The linen
wrappings were covered by 2-5 mm of black resinous coating, that still bears the
impression of a bead-net shroud, along with the several embalmer’s fingerprints. Of
great interest, especially in the light of the present identification of the text on the
coffin lid as a very rare spell, is a thick papyrus roll that is located between the body
and the outer bandages, near the left upper arm (cf. Anđelković 2002 b: 40).
Fragments detached from the roll (cf. Anđelković 1997: T. X/2), bear traces of
hieroglyphic texts, suggesting that the entire papyrus may be a legible Book of the
Dead.2 The papyrus has yet to be unrolled and examined. We should also stress that
relatively few papyri can be reliably associated with a particular mummy, and so this
one, which if a Book of the Dead should bear the name of the deceased, is potentially
very important for verifying the identity of the mummy. 

The Belgrade Mummy was ornamented with at least ten faience djed-pillar amulets,
two faience plaques with Nephthys and Isis holding the hands of Horus-the-Child,
an wedjat-eye of lapis lazuli, two golden pendants representing Maat and ib
(hieroglyph for the heart), respectively, and a necklace made of alternating spherical
and elongated biconical faience beads. The cartonnage was in at least six separate
sections, including a floral collar with falcon-headed terminals, Isis and Nephthys in
the mourning posture, Nut crowned with a sun disc, and Duamutef and Imsety.3

Although the body, mummification technique, amulets and cartonnage have been
subjected to extensive study, the coffin is presented in detail here for the first time.
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/2/ According to M. Depauw (personal communication, June 2001) hieroglyphic
Book of the Dead papyri are well known for Akhmim in the Ptolemaic period,
and the style of the coffin is quite plausibly also Panopolite. See further in
provenence, below.

/3/ The style of the cartonage resembles that of Djedhor (Ptolemaic Period,
Akhmim) from the British Museum, Collection Number 29776 (Dawson and
Gray 1968: 24-25, pl. XII/c.45).



It represents the mummy, standing upon a pedestal (Fig. 1), a form that was
introduced in the 25th Dynasty (8th century B.C.). On the reverse, a representation
of a back pillar rises from the pedestal, terminating at the bottom of the edge of the
wig. As is typical of coffins of the later period of Egyptian history, there is subtle
modeling of the contours of the feet, knees, and buttocks, and no suggestion of arms
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Fig. 1
The coffin of Nesmin

Sl. 1
Nesminov kov~eg



and hands. The relatively oval gilded face is surrounded by the blue wig, the lappets
of which fall to the mid breast. Some two thirds of the face are separately worked
and dowelled to the rest of the head. The eyebrows and eyes were prepared to receive
inlay which is now only partly present in the form of dark-blue glass paste
fragments. There was a hole for a false beard to be attached. The coffin dimensions
are: length 182.5 cm, max. width 52 cm, max. depth (at the pedestal, when the coffin
is closed) ca. 42 cm. According to examination, the wood is Tamarix sp.
(Anđelković and Asensi Amoros, in press). The lid, as well as the trough, were each
shaped from a single piece of wood, apart from a few relatively smaller parts on the
left and right end, face, and pedestal. The wood was covered with a loosely woven
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Fig. 2 
The floral collar with sun disk-crowned falcon terminals

Sl. 2
Floralni ovratnik sa zavr{ecima u vidu sokolove glave sa sun~evim diskom



gauze-like fabric, over which a layer of gesso was applied.4 The final finish consisted
of polychrome (blue, green, yellow, red, black, white) decoration and gilding. In
spite of the loss of the finish and the inlays, the wood is in generally good condition,
with only a crack on the feet. The lower left front corner of the pedestal of the lid is
lost, and the edge of the left shoulder, which was an extra piece of wood, has fallen
off. Four pairs of mortise holes were cut into the edge of the box to allow the lid to
be secured. The interior is neither decorated nor colored and the chisel marks are
visible.

The lid is decorated with a broad six-rowed floral collar with sun disk-crowned
falcon terminals (Fig. 2).5 There are at least ten rows of the very same style between
the lappets of the wig, but rather intended to represent a sort of necklace. The floral
collar is slung around the lower torso. Below it, kneels Nut with extended arms and
wings (Fig. 3). Her head is crowned with a sun disk. Two lines of text runs below
her. Aside from the blue wig, gilded and polychrome decoration and inscription, the
rest of the coffin was painted black. The text and decoration (with the exception of
six rows of painted floral collar and text on the pedestal) were incised into the
surface of the plaster, which was then gilded. Two gilded figures of Anubis reclining
on top of a pylon-shaped shrine, holding a flail, are depicted on the foot section of
the coffin (Fig. 4). Originally, there was a line of horizontal painted hieroglyphic text
framed with double lined border on the pedestal, but it is so poorly preserved that
it is now illegible. 

The lid of the coffin bears two lines of vertical text (Fig. 5) that run from the mid-
abdomen to the top of the foot. The top section of both lines is largely lost. The text
is known as Book of the Dead 191 "Spell for bringing the soul to the body" (Allen
1952), but it has also been classified as belonging to the Books of Glorifications of
Osiris (Goyon 1974: 78-81; Schneider 1994). Regardless of to which corpus it
belongs,6 it is a very rare text. Allen (1952) could cite only seventeen examples, all
of which were on either Books of the Dead, or more frequently, on coffins of the
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/4/ As Ikram and Dodson (1998: 243) put it: “First, a single layer of linen was
glued on the bare surface of the wood”.

/5/ See such collars on British Museum coffin BM 22941 (Dynasty 22) in Taylor
(2001: 231, fig. 170). Also BM 8971 of an unnamed priestess (Dynasty 21) in
Wolfenden et al. (1971: 61 no. 7); BM 29582 of Nesmin from Akhmim
(Dynasty 30) in Taylor (1989: fig. 51); City of Bristol Museum H 4633
(Dynasty 21) (idem 1989: fig. 35); Berlin VÄGM 12-82 of Shep-en-Iset
(Dynasty 25) in Fay (1984: 74-75).

/6/ Gulden and Munro (1998) lists it as Book of the Dead rather than a
“glorification” text.
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Fig. 3
Sun disk-crowned kneeling Nut with extended arms and wings

Sl. 3
Nut krunisana sun~evim diskom, kle~i ra{irenih ruku i krila

Persian and Ptolemaic periods.7 Since that time, additional examples have been
identified (Schneider 1994; Takács 1994). The text names the owner of the coffin as
Nesmin, the son of Wennefer and Chay-Hathor-Imw, and the grandson of Djedhor.

Another, single line of text is centered on the foot section of the coffin,
between (and protected) by two figures of Anubis (Fig. 4). It is positioned in the
opposite orientation (i.e., upside down to the viewer of the coffin). The end of this
text, which is a recitation of Anubis for the protection of Nesmin, is centered on the
end of the upper two lines of text. 

Text on the Coffin
Conventions [text in brackets]: restored from other sources

(text in parans): grammatical emendations

/7/ See Allen (1952: 178-181) for a list of the occurrences, and more recently
Gulden and Munro (1998).



Upper texts:

text, right:
smA Ns-Min....[.mi nw] Wn-nfr maA xrw sA mi nw +d-@r8maA xrw ir n nb(t) pr n hn9

IHy Mnw *Ay-@wt-@r-Imw i (i)n10 bA i Hsk [Swt i nTrw] ipw nb tpw11 anx mi in.tn
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/8/ Ranke (1935: 411.12), Meulenaere (1954: 73-82).
/9/ For this title, see Clère (1987: 4-5). Here, the pr sign has been written as the

first h. For nb(t) pr n IHy Mnw, from another document from Akhmim, see
Luscher (2000: 5). 

/10/ Here i n bA for i in bA. See Oriental Institute 9787 (P. Ryerson in Allen 1952:
pl. XIX).

/11/ See Allen (1952: 181 note n) for variations in nb/nbw and tp/tpw.

Fig. 4
Single line of text between two Anubis figures on the foot section

Sl. 4
Natpis u jednoj koloni izme|u dve figure Anubisa, na delu kod stopala
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Fig. 5
Vertical text on the lid

Sl. 5
Vertikalan natpis na poklopcu



…the stoalist, Nesmin… [son of the same-titled]12 Wennefer, true of voice, son of
the same-titled Djedhor, true of voice, born of the lady of the house, the sistrum
player of Min, Chay-Hathor-Imw,13 O' you who carry off the soul, O' you who cut
off [shadows, O'] all these [gods] who are over the living, come, may you bring 

text left:
[bA n Ns-Min n.f Xnm.tn n.f Dt.f nDm ib.f ii bA.f n Dt.f] n ib.f sxnw Dt.f bA.f Htm bA.f 14

Dt.f n15 ib.f 16in sn n.f 17 nTrw m Hwt bnbn m Iwnw r-gs ^w sA Itm
[the soul of Nesmin to him. May you present his body to him that his heart may be
glad, that his soul may come to his body and] to his heart. That his body may
embrace his soul, that his soul may equip his body and his heart. Bring them to him
O' gods in the temple of the Benben in Heliopolis beside Shu, son of Atum. 

Foot of coffin:
Dd mdw in Inpw nb tAwy r-stAw (?)18

Inpw xnty sH-nTr ir (.i) sA n Wsr smA Ns-Min

Words said by Anubis Lord of the Two Lands and Ro-setcha (?), and Anubis,
Foremost of the Embalming Booth, "I make protection for the Osiris, the stoalist
Nesmin".

Provenance of the coffin
The Belgrade coffin has no sure provenance beyond its purchase by Pavle Riđički in
Luxor in February, 1888. However, the family of Nesmin is known to have been
from Akhmim. This origin is documented by a limestone stele of another Nesmin
now in Cairo (CG 22053) (Kamal 1905: 49-50) that was discovered at Akhmim in
1885, shortly before the purchase of the Belgrade coffin. The relationship of the
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/12/ For the further geneology of Nesmin see Cairo stela 22053 in Kamal (1905:
49-50).

/13/ See Ranke (1935: 387.22). Also see stele Cairo CG 22053 in Kamal (1905: 49-
50), for an alternate writing of this name.

/14/ This phrase also occurs in PT 2101a.
/15/ The Belgrade coffin inserts n for m.
/16/ Like a version of the spell on papyrus British Museum 9915 and another

coffin (cf. Allen 1952: 178-179, 182 note o), the words Dt and bA are here
reversed. 

/17/ For the order of these pronouns, see Allen (1952: 185 n. 14).
/18/ See Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek Æ 740, also from Akhmim, for Inpw nb tAwy 

r-stAw, in Koefoed-Petersen (1936: 68). The epithet could also be Inpw nb tA tA
Dsr (stela from Akhmim CG 22040 in Kamal 1905: 37), or perhaps Inpw nb tA
Dsr as on Cairo CG 22039 and 22045 from Akhmim (idem 1905: 37, 41).



owner of the Belgrade coffin (Nesmin) to the Nesmin of the stela is confirmed by
their shared genealogy. On the Belgrade coffin, the name of Nesmin's father is
Wennefer. On the stela, Wennefer is Nesmin's grandfather. Wennefer is a very
common name and thus this would not be enough evidence for their relationship,
however, the name of Wennefer's wife is given on both monuments is Chay-
Hathor-Imw. This is a very rare name, which in association with the names of
Wennefer, Djedhor, and Nesmin (table 1) is strong evidence for constructing a
linked genealogy. As was common in extended genealogies, names were used
repeatedly, usually being given to individuals of alternate generations. Combining
the genealogies on the Belgrade coffin and Cairo stela 22053 reflects this practice.
Djedhor, (Cairo 22053) the brother of Nesmin of the Belgrade coffin is named for
their grandfather whose name is listed on the coffin. Nesmin, the son of Djedhor the
younger (both from Cairo 22053) is named for his uncle Nesmin of the Belgrade
coffin (see table 1). All men of the family held the title smA "stoalist", the rank of
priest who was responsible for clothing and dressing the divine cult statue. 

Since the stela of Nesmin's nephew was recovered from Akhmim, it seems likely that
Nesmin's coffin also comes from that site. In the mid- and late 1880s, a great
number of antiquities from Akhmim entered the antiquities market. Gaston
Maspero initially worked the site in 1884 (Kamal 1905: II-III), and thereafter he put
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? = Djedhor 
(Belgrade coffin)
smA priest

Chay-Hathor-Imw = Wennefer 
(Belgrade coffin/Cairo CG 22053) (Belgrade coffin/Cairo CGC 22053)

nbt pr iHn Mnw smA priest

Nesmin Djedhor = ?
(Belgrade coffin) (Cairo CGC 22053)

ssmmAA priest smA priest

Nesmin 
(Cairo CGC 22053)

smA, smA Mnw, sn n niwt etc.

Table 1
Genealogy of the Family of Nesmin of Akhmim

Tabela 1
Geneologija porodice Nesmina iz Akmima



it under the supervision of his reis Kalil (also known as Kaleel). However, from 1884
to 1888, the site was thoroughly ransacked by unauthorized diggers.19 Huge
amounts of material were looted. As reported by Budge (1920: 86): "We arrived at
Akhmîm (ancient Panopolis) early Sunday morning [December 5, 1886] and Mr.
J. M. Cook stopped there for some hours to enable us to inspect the mass of Graeco-
Roman and Coptic antiquities and manuscripts which had been found there a short
time before we visited the town. The dealers welcomed us warmly….” It seems very
likely that the Belgrade coffin was originally from Akhmim, and was among the
mass of undocumented material that was removed in the late 1880s. The early
Ptolemaic style of the coffin agrees well with both Allen's (1952: 185) and
Schneider’s (1994: 357) dating of the text that was used to decorate the coffin lid.
We believe that future extraction of the Book of the Dead papyrus, in situ, will
further confirm the identity, the provenance, and the date of the mummy and the
coffin.
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/19/ For a brief history of the excavation, and destruction, of the site, see
Kuhlmann (1983: 50-53).



Abbreviations 

JSAS - Journal of the Serbian Archaeological Society (Glasnik Srpskog arheolo{-
kog dru{tva), Belgrade
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NESMINOV KOV^EG:
IDENTIFIKACIJA BEOGRADSKE MUMIJE

Mumifikovane qudske ostatke unutar kov~ega kupio je februara 1888. u Luksoru Ha-

xi Pavle plemeniti Ri|i~ki Skribe{}anski (1805-1893), i u rodoqubivoj i pro-

svetiteqskoj nameri poklonio ih jula 1888. Narodnom muzeju u Beogradu. Uprkos

brojnim seqewima Muzeja, mumija se nalazila u stalnoj postavci do ranih 1960-ih,

kada je, zajedno sa drugim predmetima koji ~ine neveliku Staroegipatsku zbirku,

sklowena u muzejski depo. Od 1986. do 1991. mumija se nalazila u depou Galerije umjet-

nosti nesvrstanih zemaqa „Josip Broz Tito“, u tada{wem Titogradu. Na molbu Kate-

dre za arheologiju Bliskog istoka Odeqewa za arheologiju Filozofskog fakulteta u

Beogradu, Narodni muzej novembra 1991. organizuje povra}aj mumije u svoj depo, a ok-

tobra 1992. mumija je preneta u Arheolo{ku zbirku Filozofskog fakulteta. Prva

multidisciplinarna, neinvazivna ispitivawa zapo~eta su maja 1993. Istra`iva-

wima Beogradske mumije otkriveni su amuleti od zlata, lapis lazulija i fajansa, fa-

jansne perle i oslikani delovi kartona`e. Najva`niji nalaz ~ini svitak papirusa,

po svemu sude}i tzv. Kwiga mrtvih jedna od retkih otkrivenih in situ, pod levom mi-

{icom pokojnika, uz srce. Mumija je ispitivana rendgenom i skenerom, ura|ene su

brojne analize, od DNK, preko bakteriolo{kih i entomolo{kih, do strukturno-in-

strumentalnih analiza smole i analize tekstila ovoja. Utvr|eni su pol, godine sta-

rosti, zdravstveni i socijalni status pokojnika, a sada i wegov identitet. Mumi-

formni dvodelni kov~eg od tamariksovog drveta (sl. 1) u kome se mumija nalazi, ima

visinu 182,5 cm. Oslikan je polihromno, a delom i pozla}en. Ispod ovratnika sa

cvetno-geometrijskim dezenom i zavr{ecima u vidu sokolove glave sa sun~evim di-

skom (sl. 2), sme{tena je predstava bogiwe Nut ra{irenih krila (sl. 3). Ispod we, u

dve vertikalne kolone, te~e, s desna na levo i odozgo na dole, hijeroglifski natpis

(sl. 5). U pitawu je vrlo redak tekst koji se klasifikuje kao 191. poglavqe Kwige

mrtvih, „Za povratak du{e u telo“, ili kao paragraf iz tekstova poznatih kao Kwige

slavqewa Ozirisa. Kako smo utvrdili, ime vlasnika kov~ega je Nesmin („Onaj koji

pripada bogu Minu“), sin Unefera i ^ai-Hator-Imu, unuk Xed-Hora, koji je bio sve-
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{tenik zadu`en za ode}u i obla~ewe statue bo`anstva u hramu. Na osnovu stele u Egi-

patskom muzeju u Kairu potvr|ena je Nesminova genealogija, kao i imena wegovog

brata Xed-Hora, nazvanog po dedi, i bratanca nazvanog Nesmin po stricu (tabela 1).

Porodica poti~e iz Akhmima, a svi weni mu{ki pripadnici imali su istu sve{te-

ni~ku titulu. Na stopi kov~ega, izme|u dva le`e}a Anubisa, nalazi se hijeroglifski

natpis u jednoj koloni (sl. 4), postavqen u suprotnom smeru u odnosu na prethodni

tekst. Radi se o protektivnoj formuli boga Anubisa namewenoj za{titi pokojnika.

Verujemo da }e ekstrakcija, razmotavawe i i{~itavawe papirusa potvrditi identi-

tet Beogradske mumije - sve{tenika Nesmina, `iteqa grada Akhmima ranoptolemej-

skog perioda. Istra`ivawa Beogradske mumije doprinose kako saznawima vezanim za

`ivot, smrt i „zagrobnu egzistenciju“ ove konkretne individue, u kontekstu wenog

izvornog okru`ewa i potpunijem razumevawu kulturnih kodova civilizacije iz ko-

je poti~e, tako i inovirawu metodologije prou~avawa staroegipatskih mumija.

325

NESMINOV KOV^EG:



RECENZENTI

Vesna BIKI], Bojana BORI]-BRE[KOVI], ^edomir VASI], Vera VASIQEVI], 
Miloje VASI], Vujadin IVANI[EVI], Jelena KONDI] Milo{ JEVTI], 
Miroslav JEREMI], Aleksandar JOVANOVI], Borislav JOVANOVI], 
Marko POPOVI], Petar POPOVI],  Vesna RADI], Deana RATKOVI], 
Borislav SRETENOVI], Milorad STOJI], Nikola TASI], 
Sava TUTUNXI], Tatjana CVJETI]ANIN, Josip [ARI], Du{ko [QIVAR

LEKTURA
Nada KRSTI]

PREVOD
Mirjana VUKMANOVI]

KOREKTURA
Biqana \OR\EVI]

DIZAJN I TEHNI^KO URE\EWE
Vesna PANAJOTOVI]

KOMPJUTERSKA OBRADA
Ru`ica DOQAN^EVI]

[TAMPA
^UGURA PRINT

TIRA@
1000

AUTEURS DE RECENSION

Vesna BIKIĆ, Bojana BORIĆ-BREŠKOVIĆ, Čedomir VASIĆ, Vera VASILJEVIĆ, 
Miloje VASIĆ, Vujadin IVANIŠEVIĆ, Jelena KONDIĆ Miloš JEVTIĆ, 
Miroslav JEREMIĆ, Aleksandar JOVANOVIĆ, Borislav JOVANOVIĆ, 
Marko POPOVIĆ, Petar POPOVIĆ,  Vesna RADIĆ, Deana RATKOVIĆ, 
Borislav SRETENOVIĆ, Milorad STOJIĆ, Nikola TASIĆ, 
Sava TUTUNDŽIĆ, Tatjana CVJETIĆANIN, Josip ŠARIĆ, Duško ŠLJIVAR

LECTRICE
Nada KRSTIĆ

TRADUCTION
Mirjana VUKMANOVIĆ

CORRECTRICE
Biljana DJORDJEVIĆ

CONCEPTION ET RÉALISATION GRAPHIQUE
Vesna PANAJOTOVIĆ

TRAITEMENT ÉLÉCTRONIQUE DU TEXT
Ružica DOLJANČEVIĆ

IMPRIMERIE
ČUGURA PRINT

TIRAGE
1000



CIP – Katalogizacija u publikaciji
Narodna biblioteka Srbije, Beograd

902

ZBORNIK Narodnog muzeja. Arheologija =
Recueil du Musèe national. Archéologie / 
glavni i odgovorni urednik Tatjana
Cvjeti}anin. – 1983, kw. 11/1- . –
Beograd : Narodni muzej u Beogradu, 1983-.
– 24 cm

Povremeno. – Delom nastavak publikacije:
Zbornik Narodnog muzeja u Beogradu = 
ISSN 0522-8352
ISSN 0352-2474 = Zbornik Narodnog muzeja u
Beogradu. Arheologija
COBISS.SR-ID 6397964


