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Marija Petrovi¢

ZNACAJ SEKSUALNOG OBRAZOVANJA

Shvaceno najsire, seksualno obrazovanje se bavi pitanjima koja se
odnose na ljudsku seksualnost, ukljuéuju¢i emotivne odnose, anatomiju
reproduktivnih organa, seksualnu aktivnost, seksualnu orijentaciju,
rodni identitet, rodne uloge, kontracepciju, reprodukciju, reproduktivno
zdravlje, reproduktivna prava i seksualnu apstinenciju. Njegov cilj bi bio
da pruZi relevantne informacije i pomogne ljudima pri donoSenju odluka
0 seksu i seksualnosti.

Tradicionalno, tinejdzeri u mnogim kulturama nisu dobijali gotovo nikak-
ve informacije o seksu, a rasprava o tim pitanjima smatrana je tabuom.
Odgovornost za informisanje o ovim stvarima ostavljana je roditeljima

ili starijim ¢lanovima porodice i neretko je odlagana sve do stupanja u
brak. Potreba za javnim govorom o seksualnom obrazovanju i uvode-
njem programa seksualnog obrazovanja u Skole javila se kao odgovor
na sve vecu ucestalost nenamernih tinejdzerskih trudnoca Sezdesetih i

sedamdesetih godina dvadesetog veka, pre svega u zapadnim zemljama.

Pojava HIV-a i masovno prenoSenje ovog virusa putem nezasticenih
seksualnih odnosa osamdesetih godina stavlja novi akcenat na bitnost
seksualnog obrazovanja, posebno u Africi, gde je seksualno obrazovanje
shvatano kao kljuéno pitanje javnog zdravlja. Pored ovih, vazne uloge
seksualnog obrazovanja u drustvu danas su borba protiv seksizma i
homofobije, kao i povecanje svesti o seksualnom zlostavljanju i rodnoj
nejednakosti.

Pitanja kojima ce se ovaj rad baviti su koji su dometi seksualnog obra-
zovanja i da li ono moZe da ima emancipatorsku ulogu. Brojne studije
pokazuju da je uvodenje dugoro¢nih nacionalnih programa obrazovanja
0 ovim temama dovelo do smanjenja broja abortusa i pada stope seksu-
alno prenosivih bolesti, posebno medu mladima izmedu 15 i 24 godina
starosti. Medutim, one takode sugeriSu da seksualno obrazovanje, bilo
kroz Skolske programe bilo kroz razlicite javne kampanje, samo po sebi
nije dovoljno da resi ove probleme, odnosno da je obrazovanje i pruzanje
relevantih informacija samo jedan korak. Znacajnu ulogu imaju i kultu-
roloske i sacioekonomske prilike. U duboka patrijarhalnom drustvu,
kakvo je srpsko, seksualno obrazovanje, pogotovo obrazovanje dece i
tinejdZera i dalje je tabu tema. Pokusaj da se ono integrie u programe
osnovnih Skola 2017. godine izazvao je burne reakcije velikog dela javno-
sti, te se od istog odustalo. Da li je u takvim okolnostima uopSte moguce
mastati o seksualnom obrazovanju u osnovnim i srednjim Skolama ili su
za to potrebne Sire drustvene promene?

Kljuéne reci: seksualno obrazovanje, reprodukcija, kontracepcija.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF SEX EDUCATION

Broadly understood, sex education deals with issues related to human
sexuality, including emotional relationships, the anatomy of repraductive
organs, sexual activity, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender roles,
contraception, reproduction, reproductive health, reproductive rights
and sexual abstinence. Its aim is to provide relevant information and
help young people make informed decisions about their sexuality and
health.

Traditionally, young people in many cultures received almost no infor-
mation about sex, and discussing these issues was considered taboo.
Parents or senior family members would provide them with basic infor-
mation on these matters and these kinds of conversations were often
put off until just before marriage The need for a more public dialogue
about sex education and the introduction of sex education programs in
schools emerged as a response to the increasing number of unintended
teen pregnancies in the 1960s and 1970s, primarily in Western countries.
The emergence of the HIV virus in the 1980s put a new emphasis on the
importance of sex education, especially in Africa, where sex education
was seen as a key public health issue. In addition to these, important
roles of sex education today are prevention of sexism and homopho-
bia, as well as increasing awareness about sexual abuse and gender
inequality.

Questions this presentation will address are to what extent sex educa-
tion can help with dealing with these problems and whether it can play
an emancipatory role in today’s society. Numerous studies have shown
that long-term national education programs on sex education had led to
a decrease in the number of abortions and a decline in rates of sexually
transmitted diseases, especially among young people between the ages
15 and 24. However, they also suggest that sex education alone, whether
through school programs or through various public campaigns, is not
enough to solve these problems. Education and providing the relevant
information are just the first of many steps. Cultural and socioeconomic
conditions also play a significant role. In a deeply patriarchal society,
such as the one in Serbia, sex education, especially the education of
children and teenagers, remains a taboo. The attempt to integrate sex
education into elementary school programs in 2017 provoked a strong
public reaction, leading to the idea being laid off. Given the circumstanc-
es, is it even possible to dream of sex education in primary and second-
ary schools, or does that dream require wider social changes?

Keywaords: sex education, reproduction, contraception.
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