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HOW TEACHERS PERCIEVE THEIR INITIAL TRAINING: HOW THEY 
ACQUIRED KNOWLEDGE AND DEVELOPED COMPETENCIES

Abstract  
The paper presents a research on how teachers, from the viewpoint of their 
practice, perceive the role of their undergraduate studies in relation to 
other sources of knowledge and professional competencies. The context of 

the research includes the participation of the Centre for Pedagogical, Psychological and 
Methodological Education of students and in-service teacher training in the process of high 
education reform in Serbia. The research issues included: the complexity of the teacher�s 
roles and competencies; today�s achievements in science regarding teaching, the teacher, 
and teacher training; and the European Commission Referential Framework for Teacher 
Training Standards. The research was conducted on a sample of 175 teachers of History 
and Latin in secondary schools in Serbia. The results were analysed from the viewpoint 
of: modern concept of teacher training, organization and structure of teacher training, the 
need for setting the standards at the university level and school practice, the reform and 
the continuous development of teacher training.

Keywords: teacher, initial teacher training, professional knowledge/ professional 
competencies.
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