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In the places I passed through, I further found, judging 
by the great number of churches, monasteries and castles 
(not one serbian or Albanian village without one, and 
there are some with two or three churches, just like there 
is not a single high hilltop or peak without the remains 
of towns and castles), that once they had been heavily 
populated and very wealthy, and that the serbian peo-
ple were also very pious… he great piety of the Serbian 
people in Old Serbia sustains them still, allowing them to 
persevere, and gives them hope of a better future.1

It was not until the mid-19th century that foreign and lo-
cal travel writers and scholars began visiting and studying 
the surviving churches and monasteries on the territory 
of so-called Old Serbia, which remained within the bor-
ders of the Ottoman Empire until 1912. This period saw 
the beginning of gathering evidence about medieval Ser-
bian monuments in the area of Kosovo and Metohija and 
interest in studying them – an interest that perseveres to 
this day owing to the dedication of multiple generations 
of researchers. It was their efforts that yielded a faithful 
image of the history, architecture, sculpture and painting 
of the churches and monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija. 
In the second half of the 19th century, it was only the oc-
casional local explorer of antiquity or traveler that visited 
monuments in the area of Kosovo and Metohija, often 
in extremely difficult circumstances. They included Miloš 
Milojević,2 Stojan Novaković,3 Panta Srećković,4 Spiridon 
Gopčević,5 Todor P. Stanković,6 Milojko Veselinović7 and 

1 Станковић, Путне белешке, 64–65.
2 Милојевић, Путопис I; ibid., II; ibid., III.
3 Новаковић (Ст.), Ново Брдо, 263–355.
4 Срећковић, Путничке слике, 12–35.
5 Гопчевић, Стара Србија.
6 Станковић, Путне белешке.
7 Веселиновић, Кроз Косово, 298–350.

Miloš Velimirović,8 as well as the two Dečani scholars 
Gedeon Josif Jurišić9 and Serafim Ristić.10 Foreign travel 
writers and scholars of the time, such as the Austrians 
Ami Boué11 and Johann Georg von Hahn,12 the Russians 
Alexander Fedorovich Hilferding13 and Ivan Stepanovich 
Yastrebov,14 and two British ladies, Georgina Muir Mac-
kenzie and Adeline Paulina Irby,15 have left important 
written records of their visits. Their notes, substantiated 
by historical data and information about the customs 
and way of life of the local population, also provide the 
earliest mentions and descriptions of Serbian churches 
and monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija. Generally, it 
was the most significant medieval Serbian foundations – 
Dečani, Gračanica, Banjska, the Virgin Ljeviška and the 
Patriarchate of Peć that captured the attention of these 
travel writers and clergymen. As their main purpose was 
to learn the history of these monuments, they mostly de-
scribed the depictions of their ktetors and recorded the in-
scriptions that accompanied them. For example, Gedeon 
Jurišić was the first to describe the ktetor portraits and 
the inscriptions above them in Gračanica and the Mother 
of God Hodegetria in Peć.16 Very few researchers focused 
on other figures and compositions on the walls of these 
churches. Alexander Hilferding mentioned the Nemanjić 
Family Tree in Gračanica;17 Mackenzie and Irby noted 

8 Велимировић, Васојевићи, 53–189.
9 Јуришић, Дечански првенац.
10 Ристић (С.), Дечански споменици.
11 Boué, Recueil.
12 Hahn, Reise von Belgrad.
13 Гиљфердинг, Путовање.
14 Јастребов, Подаци за историју цркве, 182–257; idem, Стара 
Сербия и Албания, 1–267; idem, Подаци за историју српске цркве.
15 Mackenzie, Irby, Travels.
16 Јуришић, Дечански првенац, 98, 116–118.
17 Гиљфердинг, Путовање, 211–212.
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the representation of the Pantokrator on the dome of the 
same church;18 and Miloš Milojević was taken by the fres-
coes in the sanctuary of Gračanica.19 The last researcher’s 
inventory of the compositions and individual depictions 
of saints in the dome, sanctuary and western part of the 
Church of the Mother of God in Peć was very detailed, 

18 Mackenzie, Irby, Travels, 228–229.
19 Милојевић, Путопис I, 144–169.

meticulous and with minimal errors, especially consider-
ing the time of its compilation.20 On the other hand, the 
interests of these travel writers and antiquity enthusiasts 
rarely included minor monuments of little-known past. If 
they did visit them, any resulting references were usually 
no more than incidental records of their existence (e.g. 
the churches in Vanageš and Rajanovce, the Monastery of 
Sokolica21 and the remains of the Monastery of the Moth-
er of God of Hvosno22), with only an occasional more de-
tailed description noting their significance (for example 
the churches of the Presentation of the Virgin in Devič23 
and Lipljan;24 the hermitages of Dečani;25 the Hermitage 
of St. Peter of Koriša;26 the Church of the Presentation of 
the Virgin in Pećani; and St. Nicholas in Banja, Dreni-
ca27). However, the aforementioned Russian travelers and 
researchers, Hilferding and Yastrebov, were the first to 
draw academic attention to several aristocratic founda-
tions in Prizren and its area. Alexander Hilferding drew 
attention to the existence of the churches of St. Nicho-
las and the Church of the Holy Ascension in Prizren,28 
while Ivan Stepanovich Yastrebov read and published the 
founder’s inscription of the church in Mušutište, as well as 
the inscriptions in the church of Rečani and the Prizren 
Church of St. Nicholas; he also brought forward informa-
tion about the Church of the Holy Ascension in Prizren.29

•

While the following period saw continued publication of 
articles which, similarly to the travel writers’ works, note 
the existence of certain monuments on the territory of 
Old Serbia without going into detail,30 the last decade of 
the 19th and the early 20th century were marked by the 
appearance of the first scholarly texts and monographs 
which, owing to the wider interest in the research of 

20 Ibid., II, 241–249.
21 Станковић, Путне белешке, 32, 35, 168–169.
22 Милојевић, Путопис II, 165–167.
23 Ibid., 114–122.
24 Веселиновић, Кроз Косово, 301, 330–336.
25 Mackenzie, Irby, Travels, 430–443.
26 Гиљфердинг, Путовање, 194–195.
27 Јастребов, Подаци за историју цркве, 185–186; idem, Подаци 
за историју српске цркве, 59.
28 Гиљфердинг, Путовање, 187.
29 Јастребов, Подаци за историју цркве, 186, 187, 199; idem, Ста-
ра Сербия и Албания, 43–44, 64; idem, Подаци за историју српске 
цркве, 60–61, 64.
30 Нушић, Косово I, 108, 114–115; Костић (П.), Манастир Св. 
Марка, 233–234.

Figs. 377 and 378. The Patriarchate of Peć, southern and western 
façades before conservation and restoration in 1931–1932
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the Beginnings of Investigation and Stewardship of Monuments

Fig. 379. The Patriarchate of Peć, Church of the Holy Apostles, dome, 13th-century frescoes under a layer of wall 
paintings from 1875, photographed during conservation and restoration works in 1931–1932
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monasteries and churches on the territory of Old Serbia, 
offered historical-artistic interpretations of these monu-
ments. Unlike older researchers, these authors provided 
better-founded considerations of the architectural and 
artistic value of the monuments in Kosovo and Metohija. 

For example, Stojan Novaković penned a monograph on 
the Banjska Monastery which exhaustively describes and 
reconstructs the history of this foundation of King Mi-
lutin.31 Also, Božidar Nikolajević and Andra Stefanović 
included Banjska, Gračanica, Dečani, the Patriarchate of 
Peć and the Church of the Virgin Ljeviška in Prizren in 
their overviews of the major churches of medieval Serbia. 
In a bid to discover the models used by the builders, they 
analyzed many of their architectural aspects, from the 
particularities of the plans, to the construction technique 
and structure, to the decoration method of the façades.32

Medieval Serbian mural painting was the focal point of the 
interests of Vladimir R. Petković, who breathed new life 
into the research of antiquities. In his early articles from 
1906 – a synthetic review of medieval Serbian art and a 
treatise discussing ktetor portraits – this art historian 
briefly touched on Banjska, Gračanica and Dečani among 
the monuments in Kosovo and Metohija.33 In terms of 
fresco painting, published papers seem to suggest that it 
was Gračanica that was the most interesting for local and 
foreign scholars and experts active in the period leading 
up to the Great War. However, the efforts to thoroughly 
examine the frescoes in this foundation of Milutin’s re-
sulted in papers that offered new and more exhaustive de-
scriptions of Gračanica’s paintings, but with only sporadic 
references to certain themes in its painting program.34 
Among the Christian churches of Kosovo and Metohija, 
it was again Gračanica that was the most familiar to the 
European cultural and academic public: in his essay in the 
third volume of the multi-volume general art history ed-
ited by André Michel, the eminent French Byzantinist Ga-
briel Millet writes only of the architecture and wall paint-
ings of Gračanica, believing it to be the monument whose 
frescoes are ‘plus renommées parmi les Serbes’.35

Although sometimes supplemented by imagination, the 
observations of the first travel writers and antiquity en-
thusiasts during their tours of Old Serbia are very impor-
tant. Their writings communicate information about the 

31 Новаковић (Ст.), Манастир Бањска, 1–55 (at the end of his 
monograph, Novaković published his notes and, with some changes, 
a ground plan of the Banjska church drawn up by Todor P. Stanković).
32 Nikolajewitsch, Die Kirchliche Architektur, 36, 41, 43, 44, 47, 50, 51, 
52, 53, Abb. 1, 3a and b; Стефановић (А.), Стара српска црквена 
архитектура III, 124–133.
33 Петковић (В. Р.), Уметност у Срба,176, 178, 179; idem, Ликови 
ктитора, 303.
34 Нушић, Косово II, 41–46; Кондаков, Македония, 206–210, рис. 
143–149.
35 Michel, Histoire de l’art, 952, ig. 534 (G. Millet).

Fig. 380 and 381. The Patriarchate of Peć, southern façade of the 
narthex during conservation and restoration works in 1931–1932
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the Beginnings of Investigation and Stewardship of Monuments

medieval architecture and art of monuments in this area 
of which no trace remains today. In addition, owing to 
the evidence collected and published in their travelogues, 
the local and foreign public was informed of the exist-
ence and value of Serbian antiquities on the territory of 
the Ottoman Empire. The descriptions and information 
published in the works of the abovementioned architects 
and art historians also encouraged younger researchers 
to visit Serbian monasteries on the territory of so-called 
Old Serbia and contributed to the growing interest in 
them. Although often disputed and later amended or ex-
panded, the information they provided was indispensable 
to future researchers and became the starting point for 
further academic study of these monuments.

A new stage in the study of churches and monasteries 
in Kosovo and Metohija began after World War I, when 
this area became part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes. At the same time, it became possible to 
photograph monuments in the field, and teams of ex-
perts from the National Museum in Belgrade toured and 
visited Kosovo and Metohija on several occasions in the 
third and fourth decade of the 20th century.36 Several 
monuments, mostly the most significant, were investi-
gated in this period. Depending on the amount of work 
required and the available funds, multiple visual docu-
mentation campaigns were organized for some churches 
and monasteries, primarily Dečani. Under the director-
ship of Vladimir R. Petković in the National Museum 
(1919–1935), the architecture and art of medieval Ser-
bian monuments was subjected to systematic research. 
Petković and a team of experts travelled to Kosovo and 
Metohija on several occasions between 1920 and 1935 
to study and photograph the monuments. The most 
extensive examinations of the katholikon of Dečani, its 
architecture, wall paintings and the items in the mon-
astery treasury took place in 1922 and 1926, as well as 
in 1929, when the frescoes were also cleaned and pho-
tographed. They were again studied and photographed 
in 1933 and 1934 (pl. XXVI). The Gračanica monastery 
and the Patriarchate of Peć were both photographed and 
investigated on two occasions: Milutin’s foundation in 
1920 and 1928, and the Peć complex in 1922 and 1926. 
1926 also saw the photographing of the Church of St. 
Stephen in Banjska, which had been subjected to aca-
demic research for the first time a few years earlier, in 

36 Прерадовић, Истраживања и снимања средњовековних спо-
меника, 83–89; eadem, Истраживање и снимање, 13–15, 17–19, 
21–23.

1920. The churches of Prizren were investigated in 1924, 
more specifically the Virgin Ljeviška and the Holy As-
cension. Tours of churches and monasteries in the area 
of Kosovo and Metohija continued in the following peri-
od (1935–1944), when Milan Kašanin headed the Prince 
Paul Museum. Since the aim of the Museum’s new man-
agement was to compile a comprehensive photographic 
archive and as much visual documentation as possible 
of all major monuments in the country, Gračanica, the 
Patriarchate of Peć and Dečani were photographed from 
1936 to 1938, while the frescoes and sculpture of the last 
monastery were also photographed over the following 
two years – 1939 and 1940. This was the last visual doc-
umentation the Museum made of a medieval monument, 
as the outbreak of World War II brought its fieldwork to 
a halt. All of these campaigns resulted in approximately 

Fig. 382. The Patriarchate of Peć, southern façade of the 
narthex after the completion of works in 1931–1932
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1,500 photographs of monuments in Kosovo and Me-
tohija and a great number of watercolors showing the 
positioning of the mural painting and depictions of the 
architecture.37

In the meantime, the circle of researchers, architects 
and art historians studying Serbian antiquities in the 
area of Kosovo and Metohija grew, as did the number 
of periodicals that published the compiled evidence 
and research results. In the interwar period, the mon-
uments in Kosovo and Metohija were mentioned in 

37 Eadem, Истраживања и снимања средњовековних споменика, 
83–89; eadem, Истраживање и снимање, 13–15, 17–19, 21–23.

reviews of medieval Serbian architecture,38 sculpture39 
and mural painting;40 surviving inscriptions were pub-
lished (e.g. those in St. Demetrios in Peć, the church in 
Djurakovac, the Mother of God of Hvosno, Dečani, the 
Virgin Ljeviška, Budisavci and Gračanica);41 and sepa-
rate, shorter studies on some churches42 along with re-
search reports on the Monastery of Banjska were print-
ed.43 In 1927 began the archaeological exploration of 
the ruins of the Holy Archangels near Prizren (fig. 238, 
387), under the direction of Radoslav Grujić, who also 
published the results,44 providing incentive for further 
research.45 The need to uncover the burial church of 
Emperor Dušan as an exceptionally significant monu-
ment, ‘both in the interest of scholarship and in the 
interest of our national cause’, had been highlighted by 
Vladimir R. Petković a few years earlier.46

38 Strajnić, Srpske zadužbine, 13–14, Т. VII, IX; Марковић (В.), Пра-
вославно монаштво, 92–95, 99–100, 104–106; Бреје, Српске цркве, 
40, 44, 45, ig. 13; Бошковић, Значај споменика, 70; Kašanin, L’ art 
yougoslave, 25, pl. 56–58.
39 Кашанин, Српска средњовековна скулптура, 11–14.
40 Окуневъ, Сербския средневековыя стенописи, 6, 8, 13–16, 19, 
30; Kašanin, L’ art yougoslave, 28, pl. 50–55, 60–61; Petković (V. R.), 
La peinture serbe I; ibid., II, 10, 29–35, 37–47, ig. 5–17, 30–35, Pl. 
XXII–XXIX, LXXXII–LXXXV, LIX–LXXXI, LXXVI–CXI, CXXVIII–
CXLIII.
41 Петковић (В. Р.), Натписи и записи, 19, 29, 30; Мано-Зиси (Ђ.), 
Један запис, 185–191, Т. XXXVI–XXXVIII; Петковић (В. Р.), Запи-
си и натписи, 38, 39, 40, 46.
42 Bréhier, Утисци, 3–8; Bošković, Deux èglises, 206–212, ig. 147–
153, T. XXIV–XXVII; Дероко, Бањска, 107–109; idem, Црква ма-
настира Дечани, 135–146, ig. 1–13; Бошковић, Проблем, 47–52; 
Smirnov, Bošković, L’  Eglise, 68–82 (Dj. Bošković).
43 Бошковић, VII. Извештаји, 215–218; idem, Извештај, 168–
172, ig. 47–49.
44 Грујић, Откопавање Светих Арханђела код Призрена, 239–
274. A few months before Radoslav Grujić published an exhaus-
tive report on the results of the research undertaken in Emperor 
Dušan’s burial church in the Journal of the Academic Society of Sko-
plje (Glasnik Skopskog naučnog društva), the Belgrade-based daily 
Politika published two articles on the works in this complex. he 
irst article was unsigned and contained a brief statement about the 
discoveries at the site given by Sima Popović, the rector of the Priz-
ren Seminary, who worked on the investigation of the ruins togeth-
er with Grujić (Откопавање, 5). In the second, signiicantly longer 
article signed by M. Kovačević, Radoslav Grujić provides more de-
tailed information about the three-month-long excavations at the 
Monastery of the Holy Archangels [Ковачевић (M.), Задужбина 
цара Душана, 5–6].
45 Поповић (П.), Црква Светих Арханђела, 55–58; Бошковић, 
Рушевине Св. Николе, 231–233; Васић, Жича и Лазарица, 85–88, 
91–92, ig. 74.
46 Петковић (В. Р.), Манастир Св. Арханђела, 20.

Figs. 383 and 384. Church of St. Stephen in Banjska before 
conservation and restoration works, photographed in 1934
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On the other hand, the first academic articles that 
comprehensively discussed the architectural particu-
larities of Gračanica and Banjska, the cathedral church 
of Dečani and the churches in Peć were penned by 
the French Byzantinist Gabriel Millet.47 In his de-
tailed analysis of the architecture of these churches 
and their spatial configuration, providing drawings of 
their ground plans and vertical and horizontal cross-
sections, Millet divided Serbian architecture into sty-
listic schools. According to him, Gračanica belongs 
to the Serbian-Byzantine, while the Holy Apostles in 
Peć, Banjska and Dečani belong to the Raška School.48 
Serbian scholars – archeologist Miloje Vasić49 and 
architect Djurdje Bošković,50 also later wrote about 
these monuments. Their work analyzes the architec-
tural sculpture of these churches, i.e. the sculptural 
decoration on portals, windows, consoles and capitals. 
Generally, until World War II researchers devoted rel-
atively little attention to the study of sculpture of the 
monuments of Kosovo and Metohija, usually provid-
ing only brief descriptions. For example, this was the 
case with the description of a sculpture of the Virgin 
with Christ discovered by Rastko Petrović in 1920 in 
a church of the village Sokolica near Banjska,51 and 
the fragments of stone ornamentation from Dušan’s 
Prizren foundation, later moved to the Kuršumli An 
in Skopje (fig. 388).52 More in-depth considerations 
of sculpture were much less frequent. In fact, only the 
iconographic and the stylistic properties of the sculp-
tural decoration of Dečani were subjected to compre-
hensive study.53

In the interwar period, researchers focused on the sur-
viving frescoes on the walls of Serbian churches in Ko-
sovo and Metohija. These frescoes inspired numerous 
scholars to discuss various subjects, examine their icono-
graphic and stylistic properties, and to find analogies. 

47 Millet, L’  ancien art serbe, 61–62, 66, 68, 71, 102–106, pl. 52, 102–
110, ig. 62, 63–67.
48 Ibid.
49 Васић, Жича и Лазарица, 50–52, 64–88, 123–125, 207–216.
50 Бошковић, Петковић, Манастир Дечани I, 19–61, 115–158 (Ђ. 
Бошковић).
51 Петровић (Р.), Света сељанка, 4; Дероко, Скулптура Матере 
Божије, 119; Месеснел, Скулптура Богородице, 57–75.
52 Грујић, Откопавање Светих Арханђела код Призрена, 264, 
269–271, ig. 20–34; Поповић (П.), Два стара манастира, 236–
237.
53 Bošković, Sur un passage, 5–8; idem, La sculpture de Dečani, 37–
47; Бошковић, Петковић, Манастир Дечани I, 62–98, 159–193 (Ђ. 
Бошковић).

The depiction of historical figures – rulers, nobles and 
church dignitaries – in Gračanica, the Virgin Ljeviška, 
Dečani and the Mother of God Hodegetria in Peć was 
discussed by several scholars dedicated to the study of 

Figs. 385 and 386. Church of St. Stephen in Banjska during 
conservation and restoration works, photographed in 1938 and 1939
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the medieval Serbian portrait,54 with Svetozar Radojčić 
being particularly notable among them. In his work on 
the portraits of medieval Serbian rulers which pioneered 
a new approach to this subject, he describes and provides 
iconographic and stylistic analysis of the representations 
of historical figures in Gračanica and Dečani, as well as 
those on the western wall of the Virgin Ljeviška, which he 
published for the first time.55 The iconography of some 
scenes and cycles in Gračanica, Dečani and the Mother of 
God Hodegetria of Peć was also discussed in the works of 
Vladimir R. Petković,56 Lazar Mirković,57 Josef Myslivec58 
and Nikolai Okunev,59 who also suggested analogous ex-
amples. The same problems were also discussed by the 
French Byzantinist Gabriel Millet, who included the fres-
coes from the abovementioned churches in his consid-
erations of Gospel scenes in late Byzantine art.60 On the 
other hand, individual articles as well as synthetic works 
and monographs on monuments in Kosovo and Metohija 
paid considerably less attention to ideas of the thematic 
program of their wall paintings. Similarly, the relationship 
between frescoes and the space where they were painted,61 
as well as the artistic features of the murals, also remained 
less examined.62

•

The tours and field research of medieval Serbian monu-
ments in the area of Kosovo and Metohija in the interwar 
period facilitated the recognition of their artistic merit 

54 Petković (V. R.), „Loza Nemanjića“, 97–100; idem, Ликови, 25; Ва-
сић, Архиепископ Данило II, 245–246; Петковић (В. Р.), Из ста-
рог српског живописа, 107–109; Поповић (П.), Краљ Милутин, 
113–114; Okunĕv, Портрети королей-ктиторовъ, 87–88, n. 1, 
89–91; Петковић (В. Р.), Портре једног властелина, 95–101; Ка-
шанин, Српски средњевековни портрет, 257–261; Bošković, Deux 

„couronnes“ de vie, 63–64.
55 Радојчић, Портрети, 34, 38–46, 51–55, 57–59.
56 Петковић (В. Р.), Живопис, 145–170; idem, Парабола, 23–27; 
idem, Једна слика, 17–19; idem, Фреске са представом Премудро-
сти, 319–320; idem, Циклус слика, 7–11; idem, Из црквеног кален-
дара, 79–86, ig. 1–10; Бошковић, Петковић, Манастир Дечани II, 
1–70 (В. Р. Петковић).
57 Мирковић, Пресвета Богородица, 3–4, ig. 1.
58 Myslivec, Svatý Jiří, 304–369.
59 Wratislaw-Mitrovic, Okunev, La Dormition, 158–160, 166, pl. VIII, 
IX/1–2, XI, XII/1–2.
60 Millet, Recherches, passim.
61 Радојчић, Грачаница и Дечани, 130–133.
62 Okunev, Monumenta II, 4, pl. 7–8; Petković (V. R.), Un peintre, 
135; Радојчић, Грачаница, 24–34; idem, Фреске у Милутиновим 
задужбинама, 205–207; Бошковић, Петковић, Манастир Дечани 
II, 70–71 (В. Р. Петковић).

and provided insight into their state of preservation. At 
the same time, they were very important in raising aware-
ness of the significance of Serbian antiquities in Kosovo 
and Metohija and their future conservation for posterity. 
Hence they represented a key impetus and provided a sol-
id foundation for initiating work on the stewardship of the 
architecture and painting of these monuments. The lack 
of a state agency charged with the protection of cultural 
assets and legislation on the preservation of immovable 
heritage severely impeded the maintenance of old church-
es and monasteries. Scholars of the time called attention 
to the need to study and preserve medieval monuments in 
Serbia,63 while the experts of the National Museum, spear-
headed by its assertive director Vladimir R. Petković, tried 
to take the lead in the preservation of churches and mon-
asteries whenever possible, taking care of their protection 
in the field and preventing their destruction or subjection 
to unskilled archaeological excavation.64 As head of the 
museum, Petković made multiple unsuccessful appeals 
to the Ministry of Religion, whose purview included 
monuments of culture, in favor of adopting a law on the 
protection antiquities.65 Svetozar Radojčić and Djurdje 
Bošković66 also highlighted the importance of passing such 
a law, the latter even pointing out that Yugoslavia was ‘the 
only country in Europe and also one of the few countries 
in the whole world that has yet to pass this law’.67 Their 
efforts proved unsuccessful, as the Church was strongly 
opposed to the adoption of legislation on antiquities, fear-
ing that its influence and authority over its property would 
be curtailed and failing to understand ‘that others besides 
themselves could determine the plan and system of work-
ing to preserve and secure old monuments’.68

The first attempt at organized conservation in the King-
dom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes was tied to the es-
tablishment of the Committee for the Preservation and 
Maintenance of Historical and Cultural Monuments of the 

63 Стефановић (А.), Стара српска црквена архитектура I, 514–
522; idem, Стара српска црквена архитектура и њен значај II, 
47–54; Дероко, Поводом једног S.O.S. апела, 838–842 (pointing 
out the necessity of securing Banjska, Gračanica and Dečani and the 
fact that almost nothing had been done to halt the decay of medieval 
monuments since the early 20th century).
64 Прерадовић, Истраживања и снимања средњовековних спо-
меника, 86; eadem, Истраживање и снимање, 22.
65 Eadem, Истраживања и снимања средњовековних споменика, 
86; eadem, Истраживање и снимање, 19.
66 Бошковић, Споменици прошлости I, 379–380; idem, Спомени-
ци прошлости III, 544; Радојчић, Средњовековне фреске, 12.
67 Бошковић, Споменици прошлости I, 379.
68 Idem, Комисија, 367.
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Ministry of Religion in 1923.69 Attached to the Synod of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church in 1930 and temporarily 
dissolved in 1934, in Kosovo and Metohija this commit-
tee oversaw and supervised restoration works on the Pa-
triachate of Peć and the Church of St. Stephen in Banjs-
ka.70 After a two-year hiatus, having realized the need for 
further cooperation with experts, the Synod established 
the Advisory Committee for the Preservation of Architec-
tural Monuments in 1936. Despite various difficulties in 
its work, its members met in several sessions in early 1938 
and weighed the possibilities for executing the works nec-
essary to steward, repair and secure the monasteries of 
Banjska and Dečani to stave off further decay.71 Thus, in 
the interwar period investigation and conservation works 
were executed at the Patriarchate of Peć complex, Banjska 
and Dečani in Kosovo and Metohija. The most extensive 
and complex among them was the restoration campaign 
on the architecture and paintings of churches in Peć in 

69 Idem, Споменици прошлости I, 377–378; idem, Комисија, 366.
70 Ibid.
71 Idem, Споменици прошлости I, op. cit.; idem, Комисија, 367.

1931 and 1932. Like the later conservation of St. Stephen 
in Banjska, they were overseen by the Committee for the 
Preservation and Maintenance of Historical and Cultural 
Monuments and implemented under the expert leadership 
of Djurdje Bošković, a figure whose conservation efforts 
marked the third and fourth decade of the 20th century, 
and whose research provided the greatest contribution to 
our knowledge of the monuments of the Serbian past.72

In the early 20th century, the Patriarchate of Peć was 
in very poor condition – covered in mortar of a recent 
date (fig. 377, 378) and with large cracks along its walls 
and ceilings, which threatened its stability. Under the 
supervision of the Committee for the Preservation and 
Maintenance of Historical and Cultural Monuments and 
Bošković’s expert management, protective works were 
executed in 1931/32 (fig. 380, 381). Moreover, during 
the works to secure the complex in Peć, Bošković de-
termined the original appearance, structure and stages 
in the construction of its religious buildings. This new 

72 On Djurdje Bošković see: Чанак-Медић, Ђурђе Бошковић, 169–187.

Fig. 387. Holy Archangels near Prizren, archaeological excavations at the monastery, photographed in 1927

4 3 9



d r a g a n a  Pav l o v i ć

knowledge about the churches of the Patriarchate of 
Peć altered the previous understanding of the complex. 
Bošković discovered its original narthex (fig. 382), pre-
viously believed to have been built entirely in the time 
of Patriarch Makarije, and noted the presence of painted 
decoration on the façade and the remains of red façade 
mortar on the churches in Peć. He also suggested that a 
horizontal wall once stood between the western bay of 
the naos and the original narthex instead of the existing 
pilasters, while parekklesia flanked the lateral walls of its 
naos – a hypothesis confirmed by later research. Dur-
ing the works to secure the church complex at Peć, the 
original wall paintings were discovered under the layer 
of frescoes dating from 1875 in the dome, space below 
the dome, apse and choirs in the main Church of the 
Holy Apostles (fig. 379). The work of Djurdje Bošković 
to conserve the paintings in the Patriarchate of Peć was 
a pioneering effort, which provided a key contribution 
to the development of professional conservation in the 
Serbian milieu of his time.

Bošković wrote about most of his conservation works on 
the architecture of the buildings in Peć, and published 
them accompanied by many field sketches and pho-
tographs. These articles provide valuable information 
about the cleaning and conservation of the wall paint-
ings and detail the methods and means he used. In ad-
dition, Bošković explained the solutions he implemented 
in the presentation of the paintings in the interior of the 
church,73 informing the academic and professional public 
of the state of repair and the interventions executed in 
the monastery complex. Bošković’s works met with ap-
proval from eminent experts of the time.74

73 Бошковић, Осигуравање, 438–442; idem, Рад на ресторисању 
(1931), 217–218, 228; idem, Архитектонски извештаји 1, 212–
215, ig. 1–3; idem, Рад на ресторисању (1932), 258–259; idem, 
Белешке, 110, ig. 33; idem, Споменици прошлости III, 542–544; 
idem, Осигуравање и ресторација, 91–162, ig. 1–70.
74 Millet, L’  église patriarcale, 350–355; Месеснел, Ђ. Бошковић, 
Осигурање и ресторација, 232–235.

Fig. 388. Holy Archangels near Prizren, transfer of archaeological finds from Dušan’s foundation to Kuršumli-han in Skopje
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The dawn of the 20th century found the Church of St. Ste-
phen in the Monastery of Banjska, a foundation of King 
Milutin’s, in a poor state of repair (the main part of the 
church had been converted into a mosque, while the west-
ern areas served as living quarters, fig. 18, 328). In 1935, 
Djordje Mano-Zisi, curator of the Prince Paul Museum, 
was sent to Banjska. He called attention to the very poor 
condition of the monastery (fig. 383, 384) and the fact that 
a number of fragments of architectural sculpture had been 
built into private homes in a nearby village.75 The manage-
ment of the museum managed to get five sculptural frag-
ments from Banjska transferred to Belgrade and displayed 
at the Museum (fig. 153), unambiguously highlighting the 
necessity of restoring the monastery.76 Two years later, the 
Committee for the Preservation and Maintenance of His-
torical and Cultural Monuments took some steps to secure 
the Banjska complex. Having examined and document-
ed the ruins of Banjska on two occasions (in 1927 and 
1930),77 Bošković was entrusted with drawing up a techni-
cal study for securing and possibly restoring the monas-
tery. Bošković proposed multiple solutions to the acting 
committee, but favored the first proposal: conservation of 
the existing condition. However, due to the efforts of other 
committee members, especially Aleksandar Deroko, the 
second solution was chosen and implemented at Banjska 
in 1938/39 (fig. 385, 386).78 The surviving walls were se-
cured and extended to their original height; in a bid to 
emphasize the difference between the original and the re-
stored parts, these additions were made in brickwork. The 
original outer structure of the Church of St. Stephen was 
thus restored using ‘protective construction works above 
the surviving parts of the katholikon’.79 Unlike the protec-
tive measures he implemented at the Patriarchate of Peć, 
Bošković chose a different approach to secure Banjska;80 

75 Прерадовић, Истраживања и снимања средњовековних споме-
ника, 87–88; Музеј кнеза Павла, 150–151, n. 58 (Д. Прерадовић).
76 Eadem, Истраживања и снимања средњовековних споменика, 
87–88; Музеј кнеза Павла, 150–151, n. 58 (Д. Прерадовић).
77 Бошковић, VII. Извештаји, 215–218; idem, Извештај, 168–171.
78 Idem, Пред радом, 217–229, ig. 1–10.
79 Чанак-Медић, Ђурђе Бошковић, 180.
80 Стојаковић, Обнова споменика, 264, 265; Чанак-Медић, Ђурђе 
Бошковић, 179–180.

later on, he changed his initial opinion and considered the 
approach implemented in the conservation of Milutin’s 
foundation the best solution.81

Finally, using the funds provided by the Committee for 
the Preservation and Maintenance of Historical and Cul-
tural Monuments, extensive repair works based on a plan 
by architect Momir Korunović began on the katholikon 
of the Dečani Monastery in 1934. The foundations of the 
church and the façade were secured, and the damaged 
sculptural decoration was replaced. The works were com-
pleted with the installation of new roofing shortly before 
World War II reached Yugoslavia in 1941.82 As the Com-
mittee had not fully agreed with Korunović’s study, his 
concept and independent efforts to secure the Church of 
the Ascension of the Dečani Monastery were met with 
harsh criticism.83

In view of the problems discussed above, ‘much was done 
and achieved, a lot more than the objective conditions 
permitted’84 on the restoration of monuments in the in-
terwar period, and ‘individual efforts overcame the inex-
pedience of conditions and environment, and the results 
exceeded the possibilities in spite of unfavorable circum-
stances’.85 The outbreak of World War II put a brutal end 
to any major efforts to investigate and protect monu-
ments throughout Yugoslavia, including Kosovo and Me-
tohija. In fact, it marked the beginning of another tragic 
chapter in the history of its tribulations.

81 Бошковић, Прва сопствена искуства, 26. Due to the diferent 
attitude to architectural heritage and the characteristics of cultural 
assets in the second half of the 20th century, there was a change in 
the stance of the professional public toward the works executed 
in Banjska. Namely, the protective construction erected above 
the remains of the Church of St. Stephen was judged to have been 
inadequate. Cf. Чанак-Медић, Ђурђе Бошковић, 180; eadem, Об-
нова црквених грађевина, 299–300.
82 Кадијевић, Градитељска делатност Момира Коруновића, 126, 
129–151; idem, Рад архитекте Момира Коруновића, 183.
83 Бошковић, Комисија, 370; idem, Стање средњевековних споме-
ника, 99; Стојаковић, Обнова споменика, 262, n. 15.
84 Стојаковић, Обнова споменика, 261.
85 Ibid., 265.
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