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1 O. Francis, The Saga of Joe Magarac: Steelman. Scribner’s Magazine, November, 

1931. 
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2 Merriam-Webster’s  Online Dictionary, S. V. Hunky 
3 W. Z. Foster, The great steel strike and its lessons. B. W. Huebsch, Inc., New 

York 1920: op. cit. 195. 
4 W. Z. Foster, op. cit. 196 – 197. 
5 C. J. Reuter, The Puzzle of a Pittsburgh Steeler: Joe Magarac’s Ethnic Identity. 

The Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine, Vol. 63. No. 1. 1980. 
6 M. Fishwick, Sons of  Paul. Folklore or Fakelore, Western Folklore, Vol. 18. 

No. 4. 1959: 282. 



����
����g���� 

�����������	�
��
����	���
����
����
2�
���2 (2007) 

106 

ZDEJYF@
TBJI@
MG�@FJb
M@WJG
SP@
?JH@Z@�
OY@SFJXJ
L
MDSNMDPJ
SL�
JNDT�

ZJSHJHJ
?D
S@
MD?J
G

RGHTHGMFGK
EPGM@PJFJ
J
?D
S@
EJZ@
LEPM�LK@
TGKD
K@

@EFJYTD
IMLNDXJKD
TM@JMDHD
HJT
kGD
�DIDMXD
J
EJZ@
G^GIDEJHD
DZ@MJYTL

ZJEGHGWTL
SX@FL�
�@�LEJZ�
?@TGFSEMLTXJKD
NMJY@
G
kGL
�DIDMXL
J
B@FG

SPMSEDPDB@ L "R@KTHGMF@" EPGM@PJF@ K@�
^DM
FD
JCIH@?�
LYJFJHD
^@SNM@?Z@E-
FJZ
GPDTPG
JSEMDeJPDB@�
�NDT�
CD
MDCLZ@PDB@
TGFSEMLTXJK@
TGKGZ
K@
FD-
SEDG
HJT
kGD
�DIDMXD�
G?
P@HJTGI
K@
CFDYDKD
SDZG
CFDY@B@
M@YJ
"ZDIDMDX" 
EDTG
?D
S@
@EFJYTJ
TMLI
GFJb
TGKJ
EL
M@Y
MDCLZ@KL
SP@G
FD
[M^@
J
_MPDE@�
 

O
SP@EHL
GPDTPGI
SEDBD
K@CJYT@
TGZN@E@FXJK@
J
B@IGPGI
4F@6NGCFDPDBD

NGSEDKL
 MDCLZAJP@
 CD^LF@
 TGK@
 SL
 S@
 KDPJH@
 TMGC
ZJEGEPGMDYTD
 HLEDBD
J

MDCFGHJTD
FDID�DBD
G
NGM@THL
kG#
�DIDMXD�
�DTPD
K@�
FD
NMJZ@M�
bJNGE@CD

ZD�DMSTGI
TBJe@PFJTD
JC
 
�JES^LMID�
kGM�D
[@YTDKD�
JCF@ED
 L
B@IGPJZ

S@VDBJZD
FD

NMJYL
G
JCP@SFGZ
�D�DML�
�F?MKLL
�DEGFJ�
TGKJ
K@
G?
NDSEJ-
MD
L
�D�DMSTGK�
NM@TG
LY@SFJTD
L
M@PGHLXJKJ�
SEJIDG
?G
LHGI@
NGHJXDKXD
J

SHLe^@FJTD
TGZNDFJKD
YJKJ
K@
CD?DEDT
^JG
?D
WNJKLFJMD
MD?FJT@
C^GI
Y@ID

K@
^JG

P@GZD
GZMCFLE
J

FDCJPDF
"�D�DMGF"
J
"�DIDMDX".7
�@C
G^CJMD
WEG

K@
P@MGPDEFJK@
?D
S@
MD?JHG
L
G^D
SHLYDKD
G
@EFGFJZJZD
"�D�DMGF"
J
"�D-
�DMDX"�
QJWPJTGPD
 LNGEM@^D
[@YTDK@PJb
 S@VDBD
 K@
 NGSHLeJHD
 CD
 ?@TGF-
SEMLTXJKL
ZJEGHGIJK@
FDSEDH@
NGSH@
QM@FSJSGPGI
E@TSED�

 

 
 

 QGHTHGM
JHJ
"R@KTHGM"? 
 

UJH@ZD
RGHTHGM
JHJ
R@KTHGM�
TGKL
K@
NGSEDPJG
�JYDM?
UGMSGF�8
G^DP@-
CFG
K@
NMJSLEFD
L
SPDTGZ
MDCZDEMDBL
HJTD
kGD
�DIDMXD�
UGMSGFGPD
DFDHJ-
CD
DFDHGIFJb
HJTGPD
TDG
WEG
SL
�GH
�DFJKGF
JHJ
kGF
_@FMJ
J
DMILZ@FEJ

L
 NMJHGI
BJbGPGZ
R@KTHGMFGZ
NGM@THL�
 TDG
 J
 ?DAD
 SL?^JFD
 TGKL
 K@
 HJT

kG#
�DIDMXD
?GeJP@G
L
^MGKFJZ
HJE@MDMFJZ
G^MD?DZD�
JFE@M@SFG
JFSNJ-
MJSDFJZ ̂ JHG NGEM@^DZD TGZNDFJKD� ̂ JHG NGEM@^DZD ?MeDP@� LTDCLKL ?D S@ J 
kG �DIDMDX NMJ?MLeLK@ R@KTHGMFGK IDH@MJKJ HJTGPD� [PDTJ RGHTHGMJSEJY-
TJ NGTLWDK ELZDY@BD S@ G?^JKD G F@?GTDCJPGSEJ QM@FSJSGPGI NJSDBD� �H@-
MGPGI9 NGCJPDBD FD EL�@ MDFJK@ CD^@H@WT@ JHJ �DMP@MGPGI10 FDPG�@BD NMJYD 

                                                      
7 M. Fishwick, American Heroes, Myth and Reality. Public Affairs Press, 1954: 172; 

Ch. Potter, Pittsburgh City Paper, 29.03.2000. 
8 R. Dorson, American Folklore,The Univeristy of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1959; 

R. Dorson, Folklore and Fakelore: Essays Toward a Discipline of Folk Studies. 
Cambridge, Harvard University Press. 1976. 

9 W. Blair, Tall-Tale America: A Legendary of Our humorous Heroes, Coward-
McCann, New York 1944. 

10 G. Carver, Legend in Steel. Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine, Vol. 
27. No. 3-4. 1944. 
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36 J. Gilley – S. Burnett, op. cit. 399. 
37 O. E. Klapp, American Villain-Types, American Sociological Review, Vol. 21, 

No. 3. 1956: 337-338. 
38 O. E. Klapp, The Fool as a Social Type, The American Journal of Sociology, 

Vol. 55. No. 2. 1949:157. 
39 O. E.Klapp, The Creation of Popular Heroes, The American Journal of 
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44 J. Gilley – S. Burnett, op. cit. 398. 
45 F. W. Taylor, The Principles of  Scientific Management, 1911: 43 – 48. 
46 F. W. Taylor, op. cit . 68 – 69. 
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47 H. G. J. Aitken, Taylorisme in Wotertown Arsenal, Scientific Management in 

Action, Harvard University Press, Cambridge 1960. 
48 R. Kanigel, Taylor-made. (19 th century efficiency expert Frederick Taylor). 

The Science, Vol. 37. Iss. 3. 1997: 3. 
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49 F. W. Taylor, op. cit . 49. 
50 C. Eastman, Work-accidents and the law,  Charities Publication Committee, 

New York, 1910: 11.  i  64. 
51 C. Eastman, op. cit. 11. 



��
`�
O���
k��
��a��d�? 

�����������	�
��
����	���
����
����
2�
��� 2 (2007) 

119 

FD
F@TGHJTG
?DFD
J
NMJ
GEPDMDBL
CDEJY@
kGD
L
MDSEGNA@FGZ
IPGe�L�
K@M

MD?FJXJZD
FJK@
L
JFE@M@SL
?D
GSEDFL
^@C
NGSHD�
?GT
S@
kGGPGZ
SZMVL
GE-
THDBD
P@HJTG
NGP@VDB@
FGMZ@
LC
ZDHG
JHJ
FJTDTPG
NGP@VDB@
CDMD?@�
�J

R@KTHGMFD
P@CJKD
F@
ZGe@
?D
"SDYLPD"
kGD

�DIDMXD�
K@M
TGZNDFJKD
FJK@

ED
TGKD
TGFEMGHJW@
EMeJWE@
J
EMDeBL
SGNSEP@FJb
NMGJCPG?D�
FJEJ
@TS-
NDFCJKD
 NMGJCPG?B@
 FLeFG
 PG?J
 NGP@VDBL
 NMGRJED�
 �DNMGEJP�
 bJN@M-
NMG?LTXJKD
G?M@�@FGI
NMGJGCPG?D
PG?J
ND?L
X@F@
FD
EMeJWEL
J�
L
TMDK-
BGK
HJFJKJ�
CDEPDMDBL
NMGJCPG?B@�
 

�H@Z@FEDMFD
EMeJWFD
HGIJTD
J
B@FD
M@DHJCDXJKD
L
G^JYFGZ
eJPGEL

YJF@
?D
K@
HJT
NGNLE
kGD
�DIDMXD
L
GYJZD
MD?FJTD
"�^JYFD
HL?D"
TGKD

S@
eMEPLK@
CD
TGZNDFJKL
JHJ
"�C?DKFJT"
TGKJ
K@
CD
ZDHG
NGP@VDB@
CDMD?@

JC?DG
NMJND?FJT@
?MLWEP@F@
IMLN@
TGKGK
NMJND?D�
[D
SEDFGPJWEPD
TGZ-
NDFJK@
GF
K@
"_@MGK-ZLY@FJT"
TGKJ
K@
TGZNDFJKJ
?DH@TG
NGEM@^FJKJ
ZMEDP

F@IG
eJP�
J
JC
YJK@I
S@
HJTD
ZGIL
LCJZDEJ
@H@Z@FEJ
NM@ZD
NGEM@^J
CD
?D-
AL
R@KTHGMFL
IMD?BL
MD?FJYTGI
ZJESTGI
b@MGKD�
 

   
 

�?
SLN@M-MD?FJTD
?G
MD?FJYTGI
[LN@MZ@FD 
 

�M@GTM@E
 TGKJ
 K@
 ?GeJP@HD
 SDID
NM@EPDMDB@Z
kGD
�DIDMXD
G?
F@NMJ-
KDE@AD
 MD?FJTD�
 G?
 MD?FJTD-^JTD
 J
 ^@SHGP@SFGI
 FGMZJMXD
 L
 MD?FJYTGI

b@MGKD
J
[LN@MZ@FD
FJK@
ZGIDG
?D
S@
G?JIMD
^@C
GSEDETD�
�J
NJSXJ
TGKJ
SL

NJSDHJ
NGSH@
QM@FSJSD
FJSL
ZGIHJ
?D
 S@
JC^GM@
 SD
NM@CJZ@FGZ
 IHDPFGI

HJTD�
 SD
 @NJCG?GZ
 L
 TGKGK
 B@IGP
 NM@?DFJ
 MD?
 ?GPG?J
 ?G
 CDEPDMDBD

RD^MJT@�
JHJ
SD
NG?SZ@bGZ
TGKJ
 K@
JCDCPDHG
G?^JKDB@
e@FJ?^@
SD
H@NGZ

�@MJ�
�TG
 K@
GPG
NGSH@?B@
J
ZGIHG
?D
S@
NMDP?D
kGGPJZ
GS@VDBJZD
NG

TGKJZD
�@MJ
EM@^D
?D
S@
L?D
CD
GFGI
TGID
PGHJ (Pete Pussick –
�JE
�LSJV6�

CFDY@B@
 
 �DIDMY@PGI
 NM@CJZ@FD
 S@
 ZGIHG
 JC^@IDPDEJ
 K@?JFG
 FD
 P@GZD

NMGPJ?DF
FDYJF�
�DTG
K@
kGM�
�DMP@M
L
E@TSEL
JC
=}oo�
IG?JF@
NMGZ@FJG

kGGPG
 NM@CJZ@
 L
 "�DI@MDX" ("Magerac"6
 L?DADPDKLVJ
 S@
 G?
 JCPGMFGI

QM@FSJSGPGI
"�DIDMDX" ("Magarac")�
UD
K@
$DMP@M
SDSPJZ
SP@SFG
JCPMWJG

GPL
 CDZ@FL�
 TDG
 J
 ?D
 K@
 JC
 QM@FSJSGPGI
 E@TSED
 ?G^MG
 MDCLZ@G
 ?D
 M@Y

"ZDIDMDX"
JZD
NGIM?FG
 CFDY@B@�
 SP@?GYJ
J
?G?DEFD
JFE@MP@FXJKD
L
TGKGK

@TSNHJXJEFG
NGTLWDPD
?D
STM@F@
NDeBL
SD
EGI
ZGZ@FED�
�F
NMJYL
G
kGL

CDNGYJB@
M@Y@FJXGZ8
"kG
�DI@MDX
–
NM@CJZ@
F@
CFDYJ
FJWED�
TGHJTG
SDZ

LSN@G
?D
SDCFDZ
–
MG�@F
K@���"52
[PJ
NJSXJ
TGKJ
SL�
L
JFE@M@SL
TGZNDFJKD�

G?
 kGD
 �DIDMXD
 NMDPJHJ
 MD?FJYTGI
 b@MGKD
 JZDHJ
 SL
 CD?DEDT
 ?D
 M@W@

F@M@WJPG
–
?D
G?
F@TGID
TG
K@
SLWED
SLNMGEFGSE
MD?FJYTJb
JFE@M@SD�
G?

F@TGID
YJK@
?@HGPDB@
JCDCJPD
MD?FJYT@
^LFEGP@�
NGNLE
_GZSE@?ST@
^LF@
J


                                                      
52 G. Carver, Legend in Steel, Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine, Vol. 

27. No. 3 – 4. 1944: 132. 



����
����g���� 

�����������	�
��
����	���
����
����
2�
���2 (2007) 

120 

�@HJTGI
WEMDKTD�
FDNMDP@
HJT
TGKJ
V@
MD?FJXJ
G^GeDPDEJ�
�D
NMGZ@FD
K@

SEPGMJHD�
 GSJZ
 F@PGAD
 NJSXJZD
 EDTPJb
 E@TSEGPD�
 J
 "bLZGMJSEJYT@" 
@H@Z@FE@

TGKJ
SL
^JHJ
K@?JFJ
NLE
?D
S@
EMDFSRGMZDXJKD
L^HDeJ�

 

[EGID
 K@
ZGILV@
 CDTALYJEJ
?D
 K@
HJT
kGD
�DIDMXD�
 P@V
SDZ
NG
S@^J�

^JG
TGFRHJTEDF
L
 PM@Z@
B@IGPGI
 "E@KHGMGPSTGI"
eJPGED�
�F
 K@
 SbPDV@F

G?
 Z@FD�Z@FED
 TGZNDFJK@
 TDG
 SEPDMFJ
 SLN@M-MD?FJT�
 TDG
 SM@?SEPG
 CD

L^MCDB@
 NMGX@SD
 NMGJCPG?B@
 
 J
 SZDB@B@
 MD?FJYTJb
 FD?FJXD�
 JHJ
 ^DM

TDG
 NM@P@FEJPD
 BJbGPJZ
 CDbE@PJZD
 CD
 NGP@VDB@
 CDMD?D
 J
 NG^GAWDB@

LSHGPD
 MD?D�
UMLID�
 MD?FJYTD
 SEMDFD
ZL
 S@
 SDSPJZ
JCP@SFG
 SLNMGESEDP-
ADHD
J
L
SPGKGK
SLNMGESEDPA@FGSEJ
ZGIHD
NMJZ@BJPDEJ
SPD
SM@?SEPD
–
G?

FDSJHFJb
?G
RGTHGMFJb
J
SDEJMJYFJb� 

`@?JFJ
FDYJF
"GNSEDFTD"
kGD
�DIDMXD
K@
PDF
HGIJYTJb
TGFEMD?JTXJKD

–
 TDG
 DNSEMDTEFG
 ZJESTG
 ^JV@
 ?@@EFJCGPDFG�
 ?@FGZJFGPDFG
 TGK@
 S@
 F@

^DPJ
 NMGCPG?BGZ
 P@V
 JZD
 RLFTXJKL
 CDWEJEFJTD�
 LNMDPG
 GFDTG
 TDTG
 ID

GNJSLK@
�DMP@M
NMJNJSLKLVJ
EDK
GNJS
aM@IGML
�NDFGPJVL�
O
�DMP@MGPGK

NMJYJ
kG
SNDSDPD
MD?FJT@
G?
@TSNHGCJKD
L
PJSGTGK
N@VJ�
G?
ND?D
SD
TMDFD

JHJ
 G?
 FD^LKDH@
 M@T@
 TGKGZ
 S@
 NM@PGC@
 NMGCPG?J
Y@HJYDFD�53
 �D
 P@MCJKD

@HJZJFJW@
 SP@
 TGFEMD?JTEGMFGSEJ
 MD?FJYTGI
 J
 TGZNDFJKSTGI
 YJEDBD�

GZGILVLK@
?D
S@
kG
NGKDPALK@
TD?D
K@
NGEM@^FG
J
?D
F@
LEJY@
FD
NMGX@S

MD?D
L
TGZ@
NGSEGK@
?P@
JFE@M@SF@
SEMDF@
–
SEMDFD
MD?FJTD
J
SEMDFD
TGZ-
NDFJK@�
UD
^J
EG
NGSEDG�
�DIDMDX
S@
ZGMD
?@ZDE@MJKDHJCGPDEJ
J
F@SEDKDEJ

L
 G^HDTL
 ?JZD�
 JCZDIHJXJ
 JCFD?
 M@T@�
 DHJ
 ^@C
 JTDTPGI
 ZDE@MJKDHFGI

EMDID�
DHJ
EDTDP
kG
�DIDMDX
F@ZD
HJT
J
F@
ZGe@
S@
ZDE@MJKDHJCGPDEJ
L

LZ@EFJYTG
 ?@HG�
 SHJTL
 JHJ
 
 STLHNELML�
 ND
 K@
 CD
 E@
 FDZ@F@
 L
 JCIMD?BJ

NJES^LMWTGI
J?@FEJE@ED
?DH@TG
NGIG?FJKD
RGTHGMFD
PDMJKDFED�
 

 
 

"�#�
$��#%����  
 

Who Murdered Joe Magarac? 
 
 In the paper the creation of the mythical hero of the American steel industry Joe 

Magarac is analyzed. The analysis is based on the original text of Owen Francis from 
1931. and it endeavors to resolve the quandary of whether this text is of a folklore or 
fakelore nature. The analysis is multi layered and is comprised from a parallel reading 
of the Francis text and the folklore elements from the migration country; confronting 
the meaning of the legend of Joe Magarac with authentic interests of workers in the 
steel industry and contextualizing the legend inside the social conflicts in the steel 
industry of Pennsylvania at the meeting point of the XIX and XX century. 
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