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Opnespeme 3a HCTOPH]Y
Bbeorpan

JABA U3BELIITAJA APTYPA EBAHCA
O CTAPOJ CPBUJM U3 1883. TOAUHE"

Ancmpaxm: Y pajny cy npeJcTaBbeHa JBa KpUTHYKY npupeheHa u3semiraja
Apyrtypa EBanca o Crapoj Cpouju u3 1883, ynyhena MunmncrapcTBy CloJbHUX TTIOCIIOBA
Benuke bpurtanuje. Y muma cy, Ha OCHOBY HEIIOCPEHOT YBH/A, OIIMCAHE ITOJIUTHUKE,
JIpYIITBEHE U puBpeaHe npirke y CkonckoM canpaky u aerry Crape Cpouje ceBepHO
on Hlap rurannne. [Toce6GHO cy 3HaYajHM Kao M3BOP 3a MMO3HaBame mocrojehux ogHoca
n3mel)y pa3IMIuTHX BEPCKHUX U HAIIMOHAIHKX 3ajeTHHIA Ha TOM IIPOCTOPY.

Kwyune peuu: Kocoro, Bunajet, Typcka, Apraytn, CpOu.

Omnykama Bepnunckor konrpeca, Kocoscku Bunajet! je 1878. roause
nocrao de facto kpajma ceBeposanaaHa npoBuHuuja OCMaHCKOT LapCTBa.
HBberos cTparemiku 3Ha4aj 3a Ap>KaBy je TUME opacTao, Oynyhu ga ce Hanazno
Ha TpaHHIaMa 4eTupHu apxkase (Ayctpo-Yrapcke, Cpbuje, Lipue Tope u
Byrapcke) unje nperensuje npema Typckoj Hucy Ouie HerosHare. Ha Tom

* Paj HAacTao Kao pe3ynTar HCTPaKHBarba Ha MPOjekTy MUHHCTAapCTBa 3a HAYKy W
TEXHOJIOUIKH Pa3BoOj Jpyuimeene uncmumyyuje cpnckoe Hapooa oo 16. oo 20. eexa:
Kowmunyumem u ouckonmunyumem (EB. 6p. 147015).

! KocoBcku BuiajeT je opmupan y jamyapy 1877; obyxsarao je HoBomasapckw,
Humxw, [pumrtuacku, [Ipuspenckn, Ckomncku u Jlebapcku canpak. Tepuropuja
Humkor canyaxka je 1878. najsehum nenom npumojena Cpbuju; lebapcku caHiax je
1879. ymao y cactaB butossckor BuiajeTa; moapydje y KojeM Cy ce HaJla3uiid ayCTpo-
yrapcku rapan3oHH je 1880. koHcTHTyncaHo kao [17beBasbCKH CaHIIaK, a OCTaTaK CTapor
HoBomazapckor canpaka je 3aap)kao MMe, ald je IeHTap 6wo npebaden n3 Hosor
[Mazapa y Cjenury; ucre roauue je IIpu3peHCKH caH@aK MpHIIOjeH buTosbckoM
BUJIAjETY, y UHjeM je cacTaBy octao 10 1888; rogume 1881. ¢popmupan je HoBH, [1ehkn
cannak. Llenrap Bunajeta je no 1888. 6mo y [Ipumruny, a ox Tama 1o ociaodohema
1912. y Cromswy. M. Jaropuh, Cpncko-anbancku oonocu y Kocosckom sunajemy (1878-
1912), beorpax 2009, 4-7.
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npoctopy je on 1878. mo 1881. nemoBana anmbancka IlpuspeHcka jwra.
CTBOpeHa, HAOpY)KaHa M Ha CBaKM HAa4yWMH moMaraHa u3 llapurpaza, oHa je
uMasa 3a Wb Ja IPaKTUYHO CIpeYd peanusanujy oxpendu bepmmHckor
yroBopa y norieay Teputopujanaux npoumpea Lipae ope n ['puke Ha pauyH
OcmaHCcKoT 1apcTBa y obnacTuMa rje ce To cmarpaino moryhum. JlojamHocT
a0aHCKOT MyCIMMaHCKOT cTaHOBHUINTBa KocoBckor Buajera npema Typckoj
Owia je HEJIBOCMUCIICHO JiOKa3aHa TOKOM paroBa 1876-1878. 3a Bpeme
JluruHOT NenoBama, OHU Cy OMITH TIpeIMeT oceOHe naxmke cynTana u [lopre.
[Topen oOMIHMX HOBYAHMX MOKJIOHA riaBapuma u3 Llapurpana, Biactu cy
MOCTEIEHO MOoMyITane AndaHIMa y TorIeay BHXOBUX TpaljaHCcKuX obaBe3a
U J103BOJbABAJIC Cy MM Jla Ha TEPUTOpUjU Buiajera cTBapajy HEKy BpCTY
COIICTBEHE yIpaBe, mapajeliHe ca nocrojehuM oprannma Ap>KaBHUX BIACTH.
Kana cy, mehyTum, criopHa TepuTopujanHa nuTama Ouia pemieHa, Jlura je
rnocraja M3NHUIIHA. Y3 To, y MehjyBpeMeHy cy ce u Mehy MyCInMaHCKUM
AnGannuma u3 KocoBckor BmiajeTa Todesie Ja IM0jaBJbyjy HW3BECHE
ayTOHOMHCTHYKE TCHCHIIH]E, IIITO CBAKAKO HUje OWJIO y CKIIa/Ty ca HHTEpeCUMa
Typcke. 13 tux pasiora je [lopra y nposnehe 1881. mocnana rerepaina epsuri
namy Ja yrymw JIury u ycrocTaBu 3aKOHUTH TIOpEIak Ha TEPUTOPUjU EBEHOT
nenosama. OH je ca 15 000 Bojuuka cturao 15. anpuna 1881.2 y ®epusosuh
(Yporesalr), onakiie je 1mo3pao aj0aHCKe TiiaBape Ha NpPEajy; MO3WBY ce
onasBane Heke crapemnHe u3 Hosor Ilazapa, Murposuue, IIpumtune u
TetoBa, anmu cy Andanim u3 [lehn, Bakosune u [Ipuspena ocranu HEMOKOPHU.
o cyko0a uzmely Jlepuin nammuux Tpymna u Anbanana je goruio 20. armpuia
1881. ko cena Itumiba Ha myTy @epuzoBuh-llpuspen, n 'y memy cy AnbGaHiu
Ounm mopaxkenu. Hakon tora je [lepBull manmHa BojcKa IOJIAKO 3ay3UMala
Bapoiu y KocoBckoM Buiajety, 3aBojiehu y lsuma pej.

Mepe koje je [depBum mama npuMemuBao y KocoBckom BuMiajeTy
NPUWIKKOM Tyliewa Jlure cy Bpio BaxkHe 3a pasymeBame nojiutuke [Topre
npeMa TaMoIIkbeM all0aHCKOM CTaHOBHUINTBY. Pasopyxkame AnbOaHaia Huje
cnposezneHo. Kaxmapama AndaHana Koju ¢y KopucTiiu pan Jlure 3a 3mounHe
npoTuB Xpuirhana HUje Omino. Xarmemwa 1 MPOroHcTBa Cy Onila orpaHudeHa
Ha TJIaBape KOjH Cy MPYKWIH OTHOp Bojcuu. [Ipema oHMMa Koju cy mpex
JlepBuIll MmamoM W3jaBWIM JIOJAJIHOCT CYJITaHy, MOCTyHajao ce OJaro.
HajBuhenuje anbancke crapenvie cy IMEHOBaHE Ha BHCOKE QyHKIHUje: AJH
nama [lla6anaruh ['ycumcku je 1881. mocraBibeH 3a Mmyracapuda
HoBocTBOpeHor [lehkor canyaka, Xacan [lepana u3 Terosa je qomao Ha 4eso
[Mpuspenckor canyaka, a Mipa3 nama Ha deno lebapckor canyaka. Ay nama
I'ycumcku u Xacan Jlepana cy mociie IMEHOBama, y jeceH 1881, ormyToBanu

2 CBH JaTyMH Cy 110 HOBOM KaJICHIapy.
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y Llapurpaj Ha MOKJIOmBEHkE CYITaHy, MTO je Tpebdaio Jia mpecTaBiba 3HAK
noceOHe BIaJapCke MUIIOCTH U yCIIOCTaBJbake HEmocpenHe Bese uimel)y
Abnyn Xamua 1 at0aHCKUX TaBapa.

Typcku uHTEpEC je Ouo J1a, u mocie ryiema Jlure, cadyBa goka3any
an0aHCKy OJaHOCT MCiIaMy, CynTaHy u japxaBu. C 003UpoM Ha TPaHUYHH
nonoxkaj KocoBckor BuiajeTta, OHM Cy HUMaJd YIOTY CIOJballllEr
onbopambeHor Oenema jnpxkaBe. OcuM TOra, OJ] FBHbUX CE OUYCKUBAJIO Ja U Y
OynyhHOCTH penpecHBHO Jeyjy MpeMa CPICKOM XpHIThaHCKOM CTaHOBHH-
HITBY Ca KOjUM CY KUBEIW U3MEIIaHH, a uhja je oqanocT OCMaHCKOM [IapCTBY
Onia y HajMamy pyKy cymmbuBa. J[pikaBa je cBakako Mopasia Jja YMHH U3BECHE
YCTYTIKE aJI0AaHCKOM CTAaHOBHHUIITBY Kako OM Ha AY>KH POK OCHUTypalia lbeTOBY
kooreparuBHOCT. OHHM Cy ce OIieJajud y TOJCPAHTHOM CTaBy Ipema
usrpeauMa y4mmbCHUM IMPOTHUB CaMUX JPKAaBHHUX BJIACTH, J'IaGaBOCTI/I y
cripoBol)ery 3aKkoHa M MPUI00Ujamky IIeMeHCKUX miaBapa. C qpyre cTpaHe,
MyciumaHcku Anbannu Kocosckor Bunajeta cy y Typckoj 1fapeBUHU BUICTH
3alITUTY OJf HEXEJbEHOT TMOTMajJama MO BJIACT HEKe Ol CYCEIHHUX
xpumrhanckux apxasa. OBa CBOjeBpCHa 3ajeHHIIA IP)KABHUX U JIOKAITHUX
uHTEepeca, 0oe3oehuBana je Andbannuma y KocoBckom BuiiajeTy HeopMaliHO
eKCKJTy3HMBaH CTaTyC y IpXKaBu.’

Typcka je mocne bepiauHCKOr KOHrpeca aKTHBHO CIPOBOJHIA
MOJUTHKY BEPCKE XOMOTEHHM3allMje CTaHOBHHIITBAa KOCOBCKOT BHIIajeTa.
Myxanmpu u3bernu u3 Cpouje Tokom para 1877 -1878. HacesbeHH Cy YIITaBHOM
y neny Bunajera ceBepro on lllap riaHuHE; KOCOBCKH BajiHja j&é KMao jacHE
uHCTpyKnuje ox [lopre na crnpeuaBa HUXOBY €BEHTANHY pemnaTpHjaldjy.
Hanudje oBe MOJUTHKE C€ CAcTOjalio y MOJACTHIIAKY HCE/hbaBaba CPICKOT
MPaBOCJIABHOT CTAaHOBHUINTBA. MeTonu crpoBolema Cy ce cacTojalid u3
CBAaKOBPCHUX MPUTHCAKA U 3JI0YMHA KOojuMa ¢y CpOu OHITH U3JIOKEHH, a KOje CY
HEK)KICHO YMHHIM TMOjeInHN ANOaHIM M Jpyrd myciauManu. Vcropuja
cprickor Hapona y Crapoj Cpouju on 1878. no 1912. je crora 6una ucropuja
CTpajama 1 TpIuberba.*

* Ommmpro o Ilpuspenckoj jauru: Bb. Crymnu, Anbancko murame (1875-1882), Pan
JA3Y 318 (1959), 287-391; J. Xauu-BacuibeBuh, Apbanacka ura — apHayTCKa KOHIpa
— u Cpncku Hapon y Typckom IapctBy (1878-1882), beorpan 1909; b. Xpabak,
IHpuspencka apoanawxa nuea 1878-1881, beorpan 1998; S. Skendi, The Albanian
National Awakening 1878-1912, Princeton University Press 1967, 31-110; M. Jaroguh,
Haseoeno oeno, 17-30.

4 M. Jaromuh, naseoeno oeno, 183-304.
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IMTo3uatu enrecku apxeosor Aptyp ITon Esanc® mytoBao je Ctapom
Cpb6ujom TokoM jyia u aBrycta 1883. rogune. Y kejbU J1a CKPEHE MaXbY
OpHTaHCKE jaBHOCTH Ha TEXKaK MMOJI0Kaj XpHIThaHa y THM KpajeBHMa, TIPE CBUX
npaBociaBaux Cp0a, 00jaBHO je yTHUCKe ca MmyToBamwa y aucty Manchester
Guardian 1. centemOpa 1883. y wiaHKy 110J1 HACJIOBOM ,,BiajiaBuna Tepopa y
Crapoj Cpouju*.® Kopucrehu ce Taga credenum cazHamuma, EBaHC je 0 UCTO]
TEMH OIIeT M1cao y OpUTaHCKO] IITaMIH, Y JiuctoBuMa Manchester Guardian
u The Times, y centemOpy u okToOpy 1885, kaza je OO0 OTBOPEHO MUTAHE
yjenumema bByrapcke m Mcroune Pymenuje w mpyxama eBEHTYaTHHX
komren3anuja Kpamepunu Cpouju.’

EBanc je o ceoM myToBamy 1o Crapoj Cpouju 1883. ronune cactaBuo
JIBa U3BEIITaja Koja oBJie 00jaBbyjemo. [IpBu je natupan camo ca ,,jya 1883
W ofHOCH ce yrinaBHOM Ha CKOTICKH CaHIIaK; APYTH je Jatupad ca ,,11. aBrycr
1883, Cromube* 1 ogHOCH ce Ha obnacTu ceBepHo oA lllap nianune, ca HeITO
nmpuM oceptoM Ha [lpuspen, hHakosuny u Ileh. [Tocnao ux je ucre ronuHe

5 Aptyp Llon EBanc pohen je 1851. romuue. Crymupao je Ha Oxcopay u'y ['eTunreny,
a apxeoJorujy je mpemaBao Ha bpajuc kxomenty y Oxcdopay. Penome je crexao
otkpuBmH rpagoBe Kaococ u @ecroc va Kpury 1883. Ox 1884. mo 1908. 6mo je
nmupektop AcmoneM myseja 'y Oxcdopay. On 1916. mo 1919. o6aBspao je qyx)HOCT
IpefceJHUKa BpHUTAaHCKOT KpPaJheBCKOT apXeoJomIKOr JpymTBa. 3a bankan ce
3aMHTEPECOBA0 TOKOM CElaMJIeCETHX rofuHa 19. Beka; Telke je 00MIIao 3arnaIHu 1e0
nonyoctpBa 1875. Kao pesynrar Tora myToBama, HacTala je \merosa Keura Through
Bosnia and the Herzegovina on foot during the insurrection, August and September
1875, London 1877. (mpeBeneHa Ha CPIICKU U 00jaBIbEHA IO HACTIOBOM []jeuike Kpo3
Bocny u Xepyezosumny mokom ycmanka aszycma u cenmemobpa 1875, Capajeo 1973).
Tomuae 1877. ce Bpatno Ha bankaH; y JlyOpoBHUKY je YIHO CPIICKH je3HK, a Kao
JonMcHUK Jucta Manchester Guardian mytoao je no bocuu, Jlumm, Lpuoj 'opu u
AnbGaHuju ¥ U3BEIITaBao O akTyedHUM noralajuma. CBoje momuce je 00jeAnHNO U
o0jasuo y kwu3u lllyrian Letters, Jlongon 1878. (mpeBeneHa Ha CPICKHU je3UK U
o6jasibena 1oz HacnoBoM HMaupcra nucma, Capajeso 1967, Bama Jlyka 2008?). tberosa
MHTEpecoBama 3a npuinke Ha bankany Hucy mpecrana Hu kacHuje. Ca CutoH
BotconoMm je 1916. oprarmsoBao Cpricko apymTBo y Bennkoj bpuranuju. Ympo je
1941. A. Pacrosuh, Beruxa bpumanuja u Cpouja 1878-1889, beorpan 2000, 14, 114;
Cpncku buoepagpcku peunux 3, Hou Cazn 2007, 694.

¢ A. Pacrosuh, naseoeno oeno, 141.

" Hcmo, 141-142; C. T. Mapkosuh, I pogh Yeoomun Mujamosuh. Bukmopujanay meljy
Cpouma, beorpan 2006, 130-131.
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Enmynny @unmopucy, MOACEKpeTapy 3a CIOJbHE IOCJIOBE y Biaau Benuke
Bpuranuje u 6puranckom ambacanopy y Llapurpany [lopuy Xjyuy Bunaxemy.
Uzsemtaju cy ynyhenu u3z @opun oduca 12. maja 1884. kao oaroBop Ha jeHO
MOCJIaHUYKO MUTalkEe 0 CTalky y MaKkelOHHUjH, MocTaB/beHo DUIMopucy y
JoleM aoMy eHriieckor IlapnamenTa. 3Hauaj EBaHCOBHX M3BeIITaja JIeXKH Y
YHELCHUIIM JIa UX je mrcaia ocoda ynyheHa y 6amkaHcke nmpodiieme Tor 100a,
U TO HA OCHOBY JIBOMECEUHOT JINYHOT U HETOCPEIHOT YBUIA. Y3ETH CKyIa,
OHH TPEJICTaBIbajy IParoleHO CBEIOYaHCTBO O TYpPCKO] YIPABH, MOTUTHUIIH,
NpUBpEM M CTAHOBHUINTBY THX KpajeBa. llltamnane wu3Bemraje cMo
nponauuty y Jp>xaBHoM apxuBy PemyOnnke Makenonuje ([p:kaBeH apxuB Ha
Peny6nuka Makenonuja), y ponny [labnuk pexopa oduc (MukpopuimoBaHa
OputaHcka rpaha), Ha poiaHu Mukpoduima 6poj 30; opuUrHHaIHA CUTHATYpA
JIOKyMeHara y Ton7oHcKoM apxuBy je The National Archives, Foreign Office,
Confidential print Turkey, Macedonia, Correspondence 1881-1884, 424/136.
[TpBu u3BemTaj je 00jaBibeH y 30upIH apxuBcke rpahe English documents on
the Albanian League of Prizren and the Start of the Disintegration of the Balkans
(1877-1885) 11, ed. S. Rizaj, Prishtin€ 1996, 398-399, anu ¢dancuduroBan u
TEHJICHIIMO3HO CKpalieH, Ha 1ITa cMO yKa3ajiu Ha oiroBapajyhuM mectuma y
TeKCTy wu3BemTaja. [lpunukoM npupehuBamba, HHUCMO YHHWIM HHKAaKBE
WHTEPBEHIMj€ y OPUTHHAIHOM TeKcTy. Hamomene o3HadeHe 3Be3aumom (*)
MUCAo0 je ayTop.

Some Observations on the present state of Dardania, or Turkish Serbia
(including the Vilayet of Kossovo and part of the Vilayet of Monastir), by Mr.
A. Evans, July 1883.8

The present distribution of vilayets in the Upper Albanian or Old
Serbian region’ is altogether artificial and apparently unintelligible. Thus, while
Uskup (Skoplje) and Prishtina are included in the Vilayet of Kossovo, the
neighbouring and geographically inseparable districts of Tetovo
(Kalkandelen)'® and Prisrend!'! are placed under distant Government of

8V 36uprn English documents on the Albanian League of Prizren I1, 398 cy u3ocra-
BJBEHE peun ,,or Turkish Serbia“, a Tepmu ,,Kossovo™ je cByma mpeoOnmkoBaH y ,,Kossova“.
?,,01d Serbian region* usocrasisero y 36uptm English documents on the Albanian
League of Prizren II, 398.

19 TetoBcka ka3a; Ouna je y cacrtaBy [IpH3peHCKOT CaHIIaka.

U TIpuspeHCKH CaHIiak; cacTojao ce u3 kasa Tetoso, Jbyma u [Ipuspen.
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Monastir'?! This partitionment has very probably a military object, since in the
case of an Albanian movement in the Shar ranges the troops of two vilayets
could be employed to crush it without any derangement of the normal
distribution of forces. But it is also not impossibly due to a not unnatural dread
on the part of the Porte of placing too large an Albanian district under the
command of any one Pasha who might be tempted to play an ambitious game.
Although the recent disturbances regarding the Montenegrin Frontier question
were local and mainly confined to the catholic mountaineers of the Scodra
district they certainly have found an echo on this side of the Shar Dagh, and the
Turkish authorities found it advisable to send several additional battalions to
Gusinje and other points. At the present moment the Albanian League may be
said to be dormant, but there is ample evidence of the prolongation of the
movement of which it was a symptom. It may be said with truth that in the
Vilayet of Kossovo and the neighbouring Old Dardanian districts, wherever
the Albanian element preponderates Turkish authority exists because it is not
exercised. Even in the Mutessariflik of Uskup!?, the most peaceable part of the
country, no Turkish official dares venture into one of the Albanian mountain
villages unsupported by a considerable troop. These Albanian mountaineers
are well-armed mostly with Government Martini-Henrys, and they are
continually tyrannizing over their Christian neighbours; but though they
constitute an eventual menace to the Turkish Government, there is no apparent
disposition and there has been no serious attempt to disarm them. The local
Turkish officials, and this is a significant symptom, rather cultivate their
goodwill. They (the Turks) speak with more than tolerance of the Albanian idea
of forming a vassal State under the Sultan, and I have heard the Turkish officers
here openly execrate Dervish Pasha, whose treacherous seizure of the Albanian
Chiefs at Uskup put a temporary extinguisher on the “League®. It must,
however, be remembered, that while Pashas, Mutaessarifs and Mudirs'* are
perpetually changing, the Mahommedan religious officers sit en permanence
in the divans of the konak and the local Medjliss'®, and exercise a very real
control over the administration. The Mahommedan religious influence is all on

12 BUTOJbCKHU BUJIAjET.

13 Croricku caniak; o0yxsatao je kasze Crorsbe, Kymanoso, Kpusa ITananka, Kouane,
Kparoso, Illtun u PagoBuinre. YpaBHUK CaHIIaKa j¢ UMao 3Bambe MyTacapud.

4 VipaBHUK Haxwje.

5 Wpape MeIutic; aaMUHHCTPAaTHBHO Belie MEIIOBUTOT BEPCKOr cacTaBa ca
MMOCTABJbEHUM U M3a0paHUM WiaHOBUMA. [10CTOjaio je Ha HUBOY BHJIajeTa, CaHIIaKa U
Ka3e; ’EerOBU YIAHOBU Cy MMajd CaBETONABHY YJIOTY Yy YIPaBU OBUM aJIMUHHUCTpA-
THBHUM 00J1acTUMA.
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the side of the Albanian true believers, and any functionary who should ignore
it sets in motion a whole machinery of intrigue ramifying to Stamboul.'¢

The Albanians of this part are a rougher and more fanatical set than
those of the Adriatic coastlands, and to give them complete local autonomy
would be simply giving them free hand to tyrannize, even more than at present,
over the industrious Christian population of the Dardanian lowlands. I use the
term “Dardanian®, because the districts of which I am speaking (those, namely
embraced in the present Kossovo Vilayet and the northern strip of the Monastir
Vilayet, including Kalkandelen and Prisrend, and which lie between Albania
proper and Serbia) answer nearly exactly to the old Illyrian Kingdom and later
Roman province of Dardania. Although, owing to the great Serbian exodus
under Arsenius Tzernojevich'’, there has been a great Albanian immigration
into this Dardanian region during the last three centuries, it is certain that, at
least in the southern districts, the Slavonic element, though less self-assertive,
still largely preponderates. The rich plains about Uskup are tilled almost
exclusively by Slavonic peasants (falsely called Bulgars — really, as their
language shows, very pure blood Serbs), and Serbian is the language of the
market-place. Even about Prisrend, where the Albanian element is larger, a
large number of so-called Arnaouts still speak Serb, while at Novipazar the
Serbian language is overwhelmingly preponderant. In the mountain ranges
alone can the population be fairly called Albanian.

My observations on the present occasion have been hitherto chiefly
confined to the part of Dardania of which Uskup is the principal centre. It has,
however, been pretty thoroughgoing, as I have had occasion to visit over fifty
villages. This is by far the most tranquil and orderly region of the Kossovo
Vilayet, and I found it entirely free from any kind of brigandage. The nearest
bands, at present, are in the neighbourhood of Prilep and seem to be under the
direction of the famous Niko. They have no political significance, and are
equally detestable to Turk and Christian. Nor could I find any trace of a
political conspiracy or movement among the Rayah population of the Skoplje
(Uskup) and the neighbouring districts. Any such movement would be, indeed,
hopeless and suicidal, as the Christian population, for the most part, inhabits
the plain country and the lower ranges, and is kept in check by the armed
Arnaouts of the surrounding highlands, as well as by the Turkish troops.
Indeed, any such movement is, under present circumstances, so hopelessly out

16 OBnie ce 3aBpiiaBa Jeo u3Benraja 00jasibeH y English documents on the Albanian
League of Prizren II, 399.

17 Apcenuje 111 Yapuojesuh (1633-1706) narpujapx cprcku (1680-1706); npensoano
Benuky ceoOy Cpba y Yrapcky 3a Bpeme beukor parta 1690.
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of the question, that I see no reason to doubt the statement of the trustworthy
natives, that the recent so-called conspiracy, by which the Turks have profited
to seize many of the most intelligent and respected members of the community,
existed only in the lying reports of Government spies and agents provocateurs.

As to this affair, the accounts that I have heard on all sides are most
heart-rending. Such was the brutality with which these wholesale arrests were
conducted that, in some cases, mere children were seized on political charges,
and have since been at lost to their parents and relations as if the grave had
swallowed them. To give a single instance: A boy of Uskup, Toder Mileo by
name, aged 17, had written a letter to a friend in Bulgaria, in which he described
some of the vexations to which the Christians are subjected. This coming to the
ears of the authorities, he was seized and carried off to Prishtina, and, after being
detained some time in prison there, was transported (with about 300 others) to
Asia.'® All communication between the prisoners in Asia and their families has
been cut off, and the only reports as to their condition that have reached their
friends are due to a Serbian schoolmaster, who succeeded in escaping.' It

18V Ipurituau je mouetkoM 1882. 6HO yCIOCTaBIbEH BOjHU CyI paau yuBpuinuBama
3aKOHHUTOT TopeTka y Bunajety. Hajmpe je cynno aidaHCKuM riaBaprMa KOjU Cy TPYKHIA
orrop JlepBuill mariu, a moToM je 6uo uckopuiihicH 3a 00pauyH ca uctakHyTHjum CpOrmMa
(Hajuenihe TproBurMMa, yuuTe/bUMa U CBEHITCHUIMMA). bunu cy ocyhenn y3 momoh
JIKHHUX CBEIOYCH-a M MOCNIATh Ha pobujy y Many Asujy. Ha Taj HauuH cy ce Biactu
oOpadyHaBayie ca enutoMm cprckor Hapona y Crapoj Cpouju. Kocoso u Memoxuja y
cpnckoj ucmopuju, beorpan 1989, 226-227; 'B. Mukuh, [Homumuuxa, Kyimypna u
npuspeona cmpemsverpa, Victopuja cprckor Hapoma VI-1, 293-294; J. X. Bacusbeul,
Tlokpem Cpba u byeapa y Typckoj nocie cpncko-mypcxux pamosa 1877-1878. eooune u
mwezoee nocneduye (1878-1882), beorpan 1908, 45-49; B. Bosan, Jacmpebos y [pusperny,
[Mpumruna 1983, 171-172; C. HeneswkoBuh, KynmypHno-npocsemna u HAyUOHAIHA
nonumuxa Cpouje npema Kocosy u Memoxuju 00 1856. 0o 1897. 2o0une, HeobjaBbeHa
JIOKTOpCKa aucepraiuja, Ounosodcku hakyarer Yausepsurera y beorpamay 2008, 169-
171; M. Jaroauh, nasedeno deno, 144-145; I1. Koctuh, Aymobuoepaguja, npupenuna B.
Murposuh, [puspen 1997, 93-96; J. Tlonosuh, JKusom Cpoa na Kocosy 1812-1912,
Beorpan 1987, 247-248; T. Craukosuh, [lymnue 6enewxe no Cmapoj Cpouju 1871-1898,
Bbeorpan 1910, 14-16; Caspemenuyu o Kocosy u Memoxuju 1852-1912, npupenno Jl.
Barakosuh, beorpaz 1988, 94-100; I paha 3a ucmopujy maxeoonckoe Hapooa uz Apxusa
Cpouje IV-1, npupeuo K. [lambazorcku, beorpan 1985, op. 111, 113.

19 Pey je o nacraBuuky Ilpuspercke 6orocnosuje Bophy Kamnepenuhy. Yxamniien je
arrpuiia 1882. oz onty»<60M 1a je arent KpasbeBnne CpOuje u j1a je paino Ha HaBOJTHOM
opranu3oBamy ycranka y Crapoj Cpouju. buo je ocyhen Ha necer rogusa Teiike poouje
y Axkpu (Cupwuja), ajqu je NPHIUKOM CIPOBOhCHAa Yy 3aTBOpP YCIICO Ja MOOErHe U3
Anexkcannpuje y Erunty, te je nmpeko Kpda, Lipue T'ope u Aycrpo-Yrapcke cturao y
beorpan y mapry 1883. Bunu nureparypy 1 u3Bope HaBeJIeHE Y IIPETXOAHO] HATOMEHH.
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appears that several have already fallen victim to the rigour of their
imprisonment, and whatever reports to the contrary may have been spread by
the Turkish authorities, not a single individual has hitherto been liberated. So
far, indeed, is this from being the case, that the threat of further arrests is now
continually made use of as a mean of extortion. The chief places of detention
seem to be Trebisonde, Djarbekir, Konjeh and Acre, and several are still
imprisoned in Salonica. Of the two chief informers, one is a Vlach of Prishtina,
who has since made himself Mahommedan, and swaggers about as “Omar
Effendi“.?’ He has been decorated by the Sultan, and he has just received a sum
of money to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. The other is no less a personage than
the Fanariote Archbishop of Skoplje, Paysios®! — for the Porte still appoints
here its “spiritual Pashas®.

Were there any reasonable prospect of a successful uprising, the
motives for it are certainly very strong. Since the conclusion of the Treaty of
Berlin, the Christian population of Dardania has been tyrannized over as it
never has been before within the memory of man. No words of mine can
sufficiently describe the abject slavery in which the peasantry of this region is
at present held. In village after village that I visited, wherever the inhabitants
had an opportunity of speaking to me out of official hearing, I heard
everywhere the same tale; and all to which [ myself was a witness corroborated
its truth. The zaptiehs,? the visible agents of the Turkish Government, are
practically omnipotent. On the slightest provocation the peasants are beaten or
hauled off to the filthy dungeons of Velles, Uskup or Prishtina. The Turkish
functionaries live at the villagers’ expense, in the way in which food etc. is
thus “requisitioned would lead any one suddenly planted here to imagine that
the country was in the military occupation of some invader. The most crying
grievance, however, is the forced labour, or “angaria“, which is exacted here
with merciless brutality. Some new military magazines and a new road to
Kumanova being in course of construction, the “angaria® is just now

20 Hukona Bypummh, [uanapus u3 butosbckor Buiajera, 6HO je y Cay:kOu Brase
Cpbuje. Ca mom, anu u ca HekuM apyruM Cpouma u3 [Ipumrure, 1omao je y cykod
OKO HOBIIA, ITIOTOM j€ IPUXBATHO MMOHYAY TYPCKUX BIACTH Ja IPUMH UciaM (y3eo je
nMe OMep) M TOCHYXHO je Kao CBEJOK Ha IPOIECHMa MpPEe BOJHUM CyIOM ¥y
[pumrruan. Buay u3Bope u muTeparypy HaBeeHE y HAIIOMEHH 18.

2 TTajcuje (1806-1892) murpomonut ckorcku (1868-1891); o memy BumeTH Bumie y J.
X. BacwsseBuh, Croncku mumpononum Ilajcuje (1868-1891), Cpemcku Kaprosun
1935. u P. I'pyjuh, Croncka mumpononuja. Hcmopujcku npeened 0o 0bHO8bera
cpncke nampujapuuje 1920 2., Cxorbe 1935, 247-250.

22 )Kangapmepuja.
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exceptionally heavy, and I found villages the male population of which has
had to undergo seven entire weeks of forced labour during the last four months.
The value of hired labour here is about 6 to 10 piasters per diem, so that the
money value of the labour thus exacted represents at a moderate estimate 294
piasters a head, or nearly 900 piasters in the year. But the manner of enforcing
this “angaria® considerably adds to its oppressiveness. No consideration is
shown for the necessities of field labour, and men are literally beaten in from the
plough or the harvest field. In most villages here the “metayer* system prevails
— half the produce being paid to the Turkish landholder; in some of the mountain
villages, however, the land is the peasant’s own. It is, however, saddled with a
land tax (varying according to the estimated value of each “dulum®), known as
the “vergija“, in addition to the payment of the Sultan’s tithe. A poll tax of from
40 to 60 piasters (or more) is paid by every Rayah man and male child over 10
years of age, and is still known as the “haratch®. The taxation itself, I imagine,
is not so oppressive as the method of levying it and adding to it by irregular
means. As a sample of a wholesale way in which the peasantry are
“requisitioned”, I may mention that on a market day, when all means of transport
were specially needful to the villagers, I saw no less than twenty wagons with
their drivers impressed by the Turks in a single large Bulgarian village.

In a large number of villages I found the churches fallen to ruin or non-
existent altogether, and to my inquiries why they were not built or restored I
received the never failing reply that their Turkish (i. e. Mahommedan)
neighbours would not allow it. This intolerance is not to be set down to the
higher Turkish authorities, but to the local fanatics, whom, however, it is no part
of their policy to thwart. In the matter of schools, however, these higher
authorities seem only too prone to act as the champions of obscurantism. It is
now only a few weeks since they made a raid on the Bulgarian school at Uskup,
and seized and confiscated all the school books relating to history or geography.
Henceforth the masters have had to content themselves with Church books.
Everywhere the Christian schoolmaster is regarded as a suspected person, and
with no class of the population is the dread of violence so constantly present.

Although a large part of the plain is vacouf of the mosques of Uskup,
authorities deny that the Christian churches or the monasteries can hold lands
in their own name. On the death of the Hegumen? of the monastery of
Boujanski?*, a few weeks since, the authorities at Uskup profited by the

2 UrymaH.

2 Byjancku* mMamactup y okonuau CKolJba HaM HHje To3HaT. Moxaa je EBanc
morpemrHo 3abenexuo ,,byjancku® ymecto ,,bamancku®, omHocHO MaHacTup CB.
Huxute kxpaj cena bamann y Cxonckoj Lproj T'opu ceBeponcrouno ox Croruba.
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occurrence to seize and confiscate the lands of the monastery. The protest of
the Orthodox community was unavailing, and finally, to save the monastery
from entire destitution, they had to repurchase the lands. The law of the land
is still the Mahommedan religious law, and the complaints as to the non-
admittance of Christian evidence are universal. As to the sentiments of the
Christian population, I cannot do better than reproduce the words of a village
Elder: “There is no justice for us. We toil day and night, but the Turks take all
our earnings, and even then they will not let us alone. We can’t send our
children to fetch water at the fountain but they are stoned or otherwise ill-
treated. I tell you we will take off our caps to any King who comes to us. The

yoke (‘zulum’) is more than can we beare*.?

July 1883

Further Report by Mr. Evans on the Present State of Dardania, etc.,
August 11, 1883.

The preceding observations on the present condition of Dardania have
been mainly confined to the district south of the Shar range, and of which
Skopia (Uskup) forms the principal centre. The remaining part of the country
- the Kossovo district proper, the plain of Metochia, including the towns of
Prisrend, Djakova and Ipek (Pec¢) — is at present in a state of almost complete
anarchy, and requires separate consideration; while in the more southern tract,
for good or evil, Turkish government may still be said to exist, and while in the
Mutessariflik of Uskup, at any rate, praiseworthy efforts are made to check
non-official robbery and murder, I can only describe the state of things north
of the Shar as a reign of terror. It is only at Prishtina itself, the seat of the Vali,
Mitrovitza and the immediate neighbourhood of the Macedonia Railway?’, that
the Turkish government can be said to be really existent. The exploration of this
region is at present a matter of considerable risk, and though, with adequate
precautions, it is possible for an Englishman (our nationality being favourably
regarded by the Albanians) to visit some of the towns, many of the country
districts are at the present moment as inaccessible as if they were in Central
Africa. Under these circumstances, anything like a complete view of the state

2 Viopenu nurar ca A. Pacrosuh, nasedeno deno, 141-142.
26 TIpyra Mutposuia — ConyH.
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of the country is out of the question, and I must content myself with samples
derived from a journey through some of the most interesting districts.

The day I arrived at Prisrend there were three cases of robbery with violence
and murder in the immediate vicinity. From one village eighty sheep, together with
the dogs and shepherds, were carried off by Arnaouts from Ljuma. A drove of horses
was attacked on the road, three of the drivers more or less severely wounded, one
of the marauders being killed. A Turk was waylaid and killed also by the Arnaouts,
with five desperate gashes. In no case were the offenders brought to justice.

I found the Christian population, especially the Orthodox Serbs, in the
most abject state of misery and degradation. The Serb seminary for teachers?’ still
exists, as it is under the direct protection, and in the immediate vicinity of the
Russian Consulate. The boys’ and girls’ school, however is closed, as the
schoolmaster was seized and transported to Asia,” while his wife, who taught the
girls, fled to Serbia, and the terrorism is such that no one dares to take their place.?®

The state of things in the Serb villages about is worse still; whereas in
the Uskup district it is at any rate the Government, or its official, who demand
forced labour and requisitions. Here the Arnaouts, without any official
commission, exact this “angaria®“, as it is called, for themselves. A few days
since an Arnaout of the village of Kabas ordered a Serb of the village of Kori§
to work in his field for him; on the Serb not coming, the Arnaout hunted him
down and murdered him. As the name and abode of the malefactor were
perfectly well known, the villagers ventured to complain to the “authorities* at
Prisrend. Zaptiehs were accordingly sent, but instead of going to Kabas at all,
they betook themselves to the Serbian village; lived at free-quarters on the
villagers for two or three days, and then returned to the konak with the usual
report that the murderer had managed to escape. In the case of a similar recent
murder in the village of Krousa by the Arnaout Bairaktar” of the neighbouring

27 TIpuspencka 6orocioBuja, otBopera 1871; npememnrena y Hum ycnenx para 1999,
i€ pajiv U JaHac.

* He has since escaped and returned to Serbia, of which he is a native.

2 OunresiHo je na EBanc y oBoj peuenmim rosopr 0 Bophy Kammepemihy. OH je 3aBpimo
Borocnosujy y beorpamy 1873. IIpe Hero mito ce Bparuo y [IpuspeH ucrte rommne, mpuMuo
j€ CPIICKO MOJIAHCTBO 1 Ca CPIICKMM IacoIIeM OTITyToBao y TypcKy, aju ra of1 Tajja HujeJHOM
HHje 00HoBMO, ApxuB Cpbuje, MUHHCTapCTBO MHOCTPAHUX jeia — [ToMTHYKO ofiesberse,
pomxHa mukpodrmma 62, 1882, II, INocmanmk y Lapurpanmy, J. Ipyjuh, munHCTpY
nHocTpanux aena M. [Tupohanity, mpes. Op. 59, 28. 12. 1882/9. 1. 1883. Yunu ce, mehytnm,
na je EBanc morperso pasymeo ja je Kammepernih 010 HacCTaBHUK Y OCHOBHO] IIIKOJIH.

¥ Crapemmna 6ajpaka, onpeheHe o0macTu U3 Koje Cy MyCIUMAHCKH AJIGAHIIN OUTa3HITH
Y par Kao HeperylapHa jeluHHIa TypcKe Bojcke. OBze je ped o ManmoxodukoM 0ajpaxy.
O Tome Bume Bugetu y U. C. Jactpebos, Cmapa Cpouja, Ipumtuna 1995, 52-53.
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village of Malahoca, zaptiehs were nor even sent, and this worthy has been since
allowed to occupy himself with the task of levying black mail of about 200 piasters
a head on various Christians of the neighbourhood. Old men say here that the
“Zulum* (Turkish yoke) has never been so bad as now. Cases of beating are almost
daily occurrence, and the Arnaouts settle on the Christian villages in gangs, and
live at free-quarters for days at a time. The Government does nothing, and is, in
fact, inspired and directed by the worst of the local fanatics.*® Christian evidence
is not accepted, and the only code recognized is the Mahommedan sacred law.

The condition of the Catholic Albanians here, who are more or less
under the aegis of Austria, is distinctly better than that of the Pravoslaves, but
still have to suffer endless vexations; and such is the present reckless temper
of the Arnaout population here, that the Austrian Vice-Consul was himself shot
at last autumn in the streets of Prisrend. Within the last few days the chief
entrance to the Roman Catholic churchyard here had been walled up by the
native fanatics, acting through the Turkish authorities. The church bell can not
be rung. The women have to go about veiled, as if they were Mahommedans.
Twenty Miridites have recently been seized and imprisoned here for refusing to
pay the military tax, the right of military service in lieu of this tax being, as is
well known, one of their oldest privileges. Although the right of Catholic
Albanians to possess arms has hitherto been acknowledged, a Catholic here who
had bought a gun of Austrian fabric was seized and thrown into prison, and has
not since been allowed either to see his friends or to receive food or money from
them. Don Marco (the hero of the well known episode of the transportation of
the Albanian Crypto-Catholics some thirty years ago) is at present the Catholic
priest here, and, considering the martyrdom which he has himself endured, his
opinion may be worth quoting: “Since the Treaty of Berlin the state of the
Christian population here has been worse than I can ever remember it. Bad,
however, as the condition of the Catholics is, that of the Greeks (i. e. Orthodox
Serbs) is infinitely worse. The savagery with which they are treated is fearful:
they are beaten and murdered with perfect impunity, and the forced labour that
they have to undergo at the hands of the Arnaouts passes belief.*

At Djakova the state of the public security was such that the Mudir®!
dared not allow us (myself and my wife) to show ourselves in the street; and
it was subsequently, through the intercession of a local Aga, that we were
allowed to visit a part of the Bazaar. Two days before a murder had been

30 Viiopenu ca A. Pacrosuh, naseoeno oeno, 141.

31 EBaHac je BEpOBATHO IIOTPEIIHO YIOTPEOHO TEPMUH MYIUP, YMECTO KajMaKaM.
hakosuna je Ouna cpemumre kase (y cactaBy [lehikor caHiiaka), KOjoM ymnpaBiba
KajMakam, a He Haxuje, KOjOM yIpaBiba MyAHp.
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committed in the principal street in the presence of Turkish zaptiehs, who
discreetly turned their backs and walked away. The Christians here are
terrorized over even worse than at Prisrend. As a sample of the ferocious spirit
of the inhabitants, I may mention an incident, related to me on good authority,
that occurred here few weeks since. A Turk who had an illicit connection with
a girl falsely accused an old Christian man (of 65) as being the real culprit.
The man was not even brought to trial; the native fanatics set upon him, and
literally hacked him to death. After this his body was impaled, and the impaled
corpse was finally used by the Arnaouts as a butt for their rifles. So far from
molesting ourselves, however, many of the Arnaout Notables came to visit us
and our quarters, and showed themselves friendly, though excessively curious.

The old Serbian monastery of Dec€ani (the church of which is the most
valuable art momentum of the whole interior of the Balkan Peninsula) we
found in the most pitiable condition. It is impossible to walk a hundred yards
from the walled enclosure of the monastery without an armed guard. The wild
Arnaouts are continually settling on the monks and living at free quarters; only
last year they burnt one of the outbuildings of the monastery, and fired volley
after volley into the interior; one of the monks had had his hair and beard cut
off three times, and had once literally had the knife at his throat. The most
recent extortion to which they have been subjected by the Albanians is the
system of forced “loans®, never repaid. The peculiar significance of the state
of things here lies in the fact that the monastery is imperial vacouf, protected
and privileged by the authority of innumerable Firmans.*?

In the Ipek (Pec) district the state of things is, if possible, worse than
that of Djakova. Ali Pasha, of Gussinje,* is the Governor here, civil and
military, but though powerful enough in his native town, he is here a mere
puppet in the hands of the worst fanatics. He allowed us to visit the Bazaar, but
gave us a guard of eight armed Albanians while we did so, and even then the
appearance of the “Europeans® in the streets caused such a ferment that the
Pasha dared not allow us to re-enter the Tcharshi, or even to visit the Serbian
school (though we succeeded in seeing that when subsequently leaving the
town). The Patriarshia or Monastery (the former seat of the Serbian Patriarchs
of Ipek before the exodus of Arsenius Tcharnojevich) we found in much the
same state as that of Decani. The state of terrorism is such that three fourths of
the normal congregation dare not attend the church, the Christians being set on,

32 OnmMpHO 0 MpoGIeMHMa ca KOjuMa ce CyodaBao MaHacTHp Jle4aHu BUIETH Y
monorpaduju . barakosuh, Jeuancko numarve, beorpax 1989.

33 Anmu mamna [a6anaruh l'ycumcku (1828-1888), jenan o npsaka IIpuspeHcke jure;
mytacapud Iehkor canyaka 1881-1888.

90



Mea uzeewmaja Apmypa Esanca o Cmapoj Cpouju uz 1883. 2ooune

shot at, and beaten by the Arnaouts on their way thither. The doors of the
monastery itself are perfectly riddled with bullet-holes, and more than one
murder has been committed in its immediate precincts. There are several house-
fathers who dare not so much as venture outside their own yards. In this district
alone there have been over 150 murders since the Treaty of Berlin, some of
them mere children. I have been supplied with data regarding 92 cases, and [
am assured that in no single instance has the murderer met with the punishment
from the authorities. During the days I was at Ipek a great murder of a Serb
occurred in the village of Gorazdova, where there have been recently two
previous cases, and in the village of Trebovica there was a case of abduction
of a characteristic kind. A Turk (Arnaout) persuaded a young Christian girl of
16 or 17 to marry him and turn Mahhomedan. The girl’s parents refused their
consent. The authorities interfered so far as to seize the mother and convey her
to the prison at Ipek (where she was when I left), while the Arnaout carried off
her daughter. There have been five or six similar cases, and one of the leading
Arnaouts here® commits with impunity outrages of a still grosser nature.

From what I heard there can be no room for doubt that there is an
organized attempt by repeated acts of violence and robbery to drive out the
whole Orthodox Serbian population that still exists in this nahia**. Those who
know the country best informed me that the Arnaouts, wild and lawless as they
are, would not behave as they have been behaving unless they had got the wink
to do so from those in power. The chief instigator of the worse outrages is
universally recognized to be Mullazeg®, a very wealthy Arnaout, who, with a
knot of kindred spirits, has the Pasha and the local Government entirely under
his thumb. The oppression being more than can be borne the Christian
population are at the present taking to flight whole villages at a time, and
making their way towards the Serbian frontier. The greater part of the
inhabitants of the following villages have already fled: Budisavac, Ruhat,
Gjurgjevich, Plaoljani, Sverk, Kijevo, Osojani, Zablac¢i, Krusevo, Zac,
Josanica, Novoselo, Ottomaci, Dolac, Drsnik, Radulovci, Kos$, Naglavka,
Draguljeva, Istok, Gjurakovac, Nabrzje and a part of the inhabitants of
Gorazdovac. The refugees have mostly reached the Serbian frontier: all hope
to be able to return whenever this tyranny is overpast.

* Regja Balich.

34 TepMuH HaxHja ce OMHOCH 3ampaBo Ha [Iehky kazy.

3 Xagm Myna 3eka (1832-1902), ambancku miaBap; wiaH IIpu3peHcKe jwre,
opranmzatop u Boha [ehke nmure 1899; jeman on HajyTHIIajHHjIX aI0AHCKUX TIaBapa
y KocoBckoMm Buimajery.
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One result of the lawless defiance of all authority on the part of the
Arnaouts is that the tax-farmers who have to drop a certain sum and who often
can not get their due from the Albanian part of the population make the
unfortunate Serb villagers pay for their oppressors as well as themselves. The
“vergija“ or land-tax especially is frequently demanded twice or three times
over and so no receipt is given, the villagers have no security against these
extortionate demands. In committing these extortions the tax-gathers find every
assistance from the authorities (who are entirely in the Arnaout interest), and
several Christians are at this moment in prison at Ipek for refusing, or being
unable, to pay the same tax twice, or may it bee three times over.

The Serb school at Ipek is not interfered with, though the
schoolmaster3® lives in peril of his life. The ottoman soldiers and officers in
garrison here, although not used by the Porte as an instrument of order, are
well disciplined, and their presence is rather welcome by the Christian
inhabitants. On the other hand, there is abundant evidence of the close relations
subsisting between some of the most abandoned Albanian ruffians and the
Palace at Stamboul. Both here and at Prisrend, however, there are many worthy
Mahommedans who would welcome any change that should put a stop to the
present frightful anarchy.

In the neighbouring district of KolaSine®” I learned that the same
anarchic state prevailed, to which I myself was a witness, these two years since.
The Christians are murdered and plundered there without redress, or the
possibility of redress, as in the Ipek district.

On way from Ipek to Mitrovitza I passed the night in the small Serbian
village of Banja. For six hours the road ran across the fertile and well-watered
and formerly thickly-populated plain, which has been reduced to a desert
entirely void of habitation or cultivation. At Banja I found the villagers debating
weather they should fly the country at once. The whole neighbourhood is a
scene of horrors. These days since a young Serb, Simo Lazari¢, of the
neighbouring village of Maidan was bathing in the tepid spring from which
Banja derives its name, when he was shot in cold blood and out of the pure
wantonness by an Arnaout from Dervisevi¢. The day before in the village of
Djakorice, which is also near here, another young fellow, Josif Patakovi¢

3¢ Jlazap Huxonuh, yuntesb y ocHoBHOj mikonu y Ilehu; K. [lam6asoscku, I paka sa
ucmopujy maxkedonckoz Hapooa uz Apxusa Cpoéuje IV-1, 6p. 118; C. HenespkoBuh,
Haeeoeno oeno, 195.

37 N6apcku Konammu; 610 je y cacraBy MuTpoBadke Kase, Koja je kpajem 1883. wu
novyetkoM 1884. npebauena m3 cacraBa HoBomaszapckor canpaka y [Ipumrunckn
canyak, M. Jaroguh, nasederno oeno, 6.
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(aet.[as] 20), was shot in the same way, and another Serb badly wounded. The
church is in ruins. The inhabitants spent six months in trying to restore it, but
the “Turks* destroyed it again. The school is also in ruins and no schoolmaster
dares stay. One old cripple asked me with tremulous eagerness if there was
any chance of a war.

At Vucitrn I found the school closed, as the schoolmaster is in prison,
it is believed in Salonica; and the Serbian Pope here, Danco, has been in prison
two years.’® At Janjevo, where the graet bulk of the population is Catholic, the
people had not so much to complain of bodily violence and murder as of illegal
extortion. Here again, taxes are demanded as much as three times over for the
benefit of the surrounding Arnaouts, who, to a great extent, go scot-free. The
Crypto-Catholics, of whom there are large numbers in the Karadagh about
Gilan, are perpetually trying to get some asssurance of protection for the free
exercise of their belief; the Gilan “Turks®, with the connivance and sympathy
of the local Governor," declaring their intention to murder them and burn their
villages, should they openly profess Catholicism. The Franciscans at Janjevo
have again and again appealed to the Porte to secure them the requisite
protection, but the Porte has again and again put them off. The hold of the
fanatical Mussulman party on the Palace is too strong for the Porte to act in the
matter, even if it be liberally inclined. The Catholic monks here, as at Prisrend,
corroborated the fact that the Pravoslaves are infinitely worse treated than the
“Latins“. And the news just arrived of a horrible murder of two Serbs, one shot
and the other hung to a tree by Arnaouts, in a village near Gilan, sufficiently
illustrates the fact.

In considering possible remedies to the present state of things in these
regions, the following observations suggest themselves:

1. The first and most crying necessity, and about this I found an
universal agreement of oppinion, is a thorough-going disarmament of the
Arnaouts. Those well acquainted with the country assured me that this might
be effected with far greater ease than I was at first inclined to suppose. In the
presence of resolute acts of authority the Arnaout shows a submissivness
astonishing to those who know him in his fiercer moments. The whole history
of the “Albanian League* shows, ideed, how easily he may be guided. On the
other hand, it is extremly doubtful whether the Turkish Government can be

38 Jocud Crynuh, yunress y Byuurphy, u npora Jlanue ®@pyryuuh 6uium cy ocyhenn
on ctpane BojHOr cyna y [pumrurau 1882, u To Crynuh Ha ocam roauna poduje, a
poTa Ha JOXKHUBOTHY pobujy, K. [lambazoBcku, I paha 3a ucmopujy maxeoounckoe
Hapooa uz Apxusa Cpouje IV-1, 6p. 113; C. HenespkoBuh, nasedeno deno, 170-171.

* So, at least, the Franciscans were convinced.
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induced to put forth such an exercise of authority. The intimate relations
between many of the Chiefs and the Palace are notorious, and the greater part
of these Arnaout desperadoes are armed with Turkish Government Martinis.

2. No settled Government can be hoped for while the worst malefactors
are allowed to swagger about unpunished. The execution of a score or so of the
worst characters, and those not the humbler instruments, but the practical
Governors of the country — men like Mullazeg and his compeers — is at least
as necessary as disarmament. But these leading offenders are precisely those
who have most influence at Stamboul.

3. I observe that the Franciscans, who take their cue from Austria, are
all in the favour of some kind of Albanian Principality. Whether such has been
the Austrian view or not, of course, I have no means of knowing; but if it has
been so in the past, it is sufficiently evident that the growth of Slavonic
influence in Austria will make it henceforth impossible for that Power to place
south Slavonic holy places, viz., Dechani and Ipek — the goals of Orthodox
ambition from the Drave to the Macedonian borders — in Albanian keeping. At
the present moment, althoug the Albanians have everywhere the upper hand,
the balance between the numbers of the Serb and Albanian population in the
Kossovo and Metochia district is, as far as [ can judge, pretty even. Whenever
settled Government supervenes this will be no longer the case. The deserted
plains will be again tilled, not by Albanian, but by Slavonic colonists. The tide
of Slavonic colonization is already flowing up the Morava Valley into the part
of Arnaoutluk acquired by Serbia at Berlin.** The re-Slavonization of the
Kossovo and Metochia plains is only a question of time. By converting them
into a desert the Turks have really been playing the Serbian game.

4. Apart from all economic considerations, and having solely regard
to the tranquilization of the country, the importance of securing railway
communication with the great plain of Metochia (at present the scene of worst
terrorism) deserves the most serious attention. I learned that a trace of a line
leading from Scodra (Scutari d’Albania) accross the Albanian Alps to the
neighbourhood of Prisrend and Djakova has already been made, and presents
serious difficulties only at one point. This line of communication is really of
the highest eventual economic importance, as it would give the plains and
highlands of Dardania — the chief mineral treasury of the peninsula — direct
access to the Adriatic port. It would also find a continuation in Morava Valley
line to Nisch etc. and would coincide with a great line of Roman road,

% O nacerpaBamy HOBHX KpajeBa Cpouje Bumetu M. Jaronuh, Hacemasarve Kneoicesune
Couje 1861-1880, beorpan 2004, 131-144.
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undertaken primarily as an engine of pacification and civilization amongst the
wild forefathers of the Arnaouts. The comparative security for life and propery
in the immediate neighborhood of the existing line from Mitrovitza shows the
great dosirability of railway communicaton with the districts at present plunged
in apparently hopeless anarchy.

5. The abolition of forced labour (“angaria“) and “requisitioning®
would remove one of the principal grievances of the rayahs. It is, however, the
last thing that the Turkish authorities will consent to. Were any local Governer
to attmpt to carry out such a reform and tax Mahommedan and Christian
impartialy, he would be at once intrigued against at Stamboul. As it is, the
forced labour is practically a tax levied in the country districts where the
Christians are in a majority (and almost exclusively on the Christian villagers)
for the benefit of the towns where the “Turks® are in a majority.

Uskup (Skopia), August 11, 1883.
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Milo$ Jagodié¢
TWO REPORTS BY ARTHUR EVANS ON OLD SERBIA IN 1883
(Summary)

The article presents two reports written by British archeologist Arthur
Evans on Old Serbia (Vilayet of Kosovo and Sanjak of Prizren) in 1883 and
sent to Foreign Office officials. The reports are based upon author’s direct
insight in domestic affairs of the region after his two months stay there. First
report, dated July 1883, describes Sanjak of Skoplje, while second, dated August
11" 1883, is dedicated to areas north of Shar Mountain range. Evans in both
reports wrote about current political, social and economical issues. He showed
special interest in mutual relations between Christian and Muslim population.
In report on Sanjak of Skoplje Evans stressed mismanagement and abuse of
power on the side of local Turkish authorities. In the latter report, however, he
emphasized the terrible position of Orthodox Serbs due to various unpunished
crimes inflicted on them by local Albanian tribesmen. Therefore, Evans
concluded that there was doubtlessly an ongoing organized attempt to eradicate
Serbian population from the region. In the end, he proposed few measures
(disarmament of Albanians, bringing criminals to justice, railroads construction
etc.) which could, in his opinion, improve matters he had previously discussed.

Keywords: Kosovo, Vilayet, Turkey, Arnaouts, Serbs.
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