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THE USE OF LEARNING LOG IN ONLINE EDUCATION

Tamara Nikolić Maksić, Bojan Ljujić  

  University of Belgrade, Serbia

Even though, writing is a very common follow-up course-work activity and the students are required 

to perform different writing assignments, it would be wrong to make an assumption that writing 

automatically fosters and contributes to learning (Hübner, Nückles and Renkl, 2010).  However, 

 !"#"$%&'($&)**)'#"+),-&(**)'#&,)(!$"$%&"*&./0)'"1'&/#!(#)%")/&2*&/),*3!)%4,(#)5&,)(!$"$%&(!)&)60,"'"#,-&

/4002!#)5&7-&#8)& !"#"$%&#(/9:&;<7"5=&0=&>?@=&A$)&'2BB2$&)6(B0,)&"/&(&,)(!$"$%&C24!$(,D&)$#(","$%&

C24!$(,"$%&2!&9))0"$%&(&C24!$(,& "#8&(&/0)'"1'&'2$#)$#&E&,)(!$"$%=&F(B),-D& 8)$&9))0"$%&(&,)(!$"$%&

journal, student is asked to make on going records on her/his progress in learning activity. When kept 

electronically, it is usually referred to as a learning log. 

Generally speaking, learning log is a tightly focused academic journal that is created by the student 

who is engaged in a learning process, using the electronic means to conduct it. According to Baker 

(2003) the log shows the date of the learning experience, and thus describes how much time was 

spent in the learning event. Besides that, it shows the source of the learning experience (web site, 

journal, interview, etc.), and even more importantly, the actual learning and insights the student expe-

rienced. Capturing questions and comments that come to students’ mind, it documents expectations, 

5"*1'4,#")/&2!&5"/(002"$#B)$#/&2*&#8)&,)(!$"$%&)60)!")$')D&0!2+"5"$%&#8)&*('4,#-& "#8&"$*2!B(#"2$&($5&

insights into a student’s skill at identifying own strengths and weaknesses as a learner. It also records 

the student’s progress and comprehension of the topic.

Even though the log documents student’s learning experiences, typically, it is not merely about docu-

menting learning outcomes and learning process obtained in a preceding learning event, but it is 

rather an opportunity to engage in planning, drafting, and revising. These writing activities contribute 

to learning by transformation of knowledge (Berthold, Nückles and Renkl, 2007). “By arranging the 

#)6#&"$&(&$) & (-D&(& !"#)!&!)2!%($"G)/&($5&),(72!(#)/&8)!H8"/&9$2 ,)5%):&;I,(B(!%2#&($5&J8($K42-D&

2001 in: Ibid., p. 565). 

Therefore, learning logs are employed in various domains and learning contexts and can be used for 

a number of purposes. For example, the log can serve as the basis for generating Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQs), support class discussion, initiate further content analysis, serve to make connec-

tions to previous individual learning experiences and assess the students’ learning (Baker, 2003). 

L8)&,)(!$"$%&,2%D&(/& )&)B0,2-&"#D& "/&(&/#45)$#M/& !"##)$&!)N)'#"2$&2*&8)!H8"/&,)(!$"$%&)60)!")$')/&

and outcomes over the online course at the university. The main function of such log was to enrich 

traditional university course that took place partly in a computer classroom and was partly conducted 

online from home. On the one hand, the aim was to enhance critical reasoning in order to foster a 

deeper processing and better retention of the learning contents (Nückles et al., 2004). On the other, 

#8)&("B& (/&#2&0!2B2#)&!)N)'#"2$&($5&#84/D&)$'24!(%)&/#45)$#/& #2&7)'2B)&B2!)&"$5)0)$5)$#&($5&

take responsibility for their own learning (Moon, 2006). An online learning log was conceptualized 

as a writing assignment for students to be performed as a follow-up online course activity. At each 

unit, given weekly during two semesters, students were instructed to write down a text in which they 

!)N)'#&2$&#8)&0!)+"24/,-&0!)/)$#)5&)54'(#"2$(,&'2$#)$#=&I&7!")*&"$/#!4'#"2$&(724#&82 &($5& 8(#&#2&

write was given followed by a list of suggestions and advices concerning the learning journal writing 

"$&%)$)!(,&;/))&F"92,"O&P(9/"OD&QRR?@=&I/&S)!#82,5D&FT'9,)/&($5&U)$9,&;QRRV@&/4%%)/#)5D&($5&#8(#&
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was thoroughly explained to students, the most important is that when writing an entry in learning 

,2%D&/#45)$#/&/824,5&(/9&#8)B/),+)/& 8(#&#8)-&52&$2#&4$5)!/#($5D& 8-&$2#D&($5&1$(,,-D& 8(#&'($&7)&

done to bridge this gap in understanding. 

I#&#8)&)$5&2*&#8)&/)B)/#)!D& #8)&/#45)$#/& )!)&(/9)5&#2&1,,&(&K4)/#"2$$("!)&2$&#8)"!&)60)!")$')/&"$&

keeping the learning log. The research sample included 48 students of the fourth year of Andra-

gogy study group at The Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, of whom 87.5% were 

women (42), and 12.5% were male (6).  

In regard to students’ experience of keeping the learning log, two categories were distinguished as the 

largest. These are the categories of those who experience keeping the learning log as an obligation (or 

39.6% of them 19) and those who see it as a tool in achieving learning goals (learning the material, 

solving various problems and maintaining attention, etc.), and of them 37, 5% or 18 respondents. 

Eight students (16.7%) experienced a learning log as a means of relaxation, while there are those who 

believe that writing a learning log is a waste of time (3 respondents or 6.3%). 

When asking the students what they perceive to be the main goal of keeping the learning log, we have 

found considerable consistency in the various categories of respondents. 18.8% of them believe that 

the main objective of keeping the learning log lies in raising the awareness of the learning process, 

"$'!)(/)&2*&B2#"+(#"2$D&(4#2$2B-&($5&/),*3'2$15)$')=&W(B)&$4B7)!&7),")+)/&#8(#&B("$&%2(,&"/&#8)&

4$5)!/#($5"$%&2*&/0)'"1'&0!27,)B/&!),(#)5&#2&,)(!$"$%&($5&#8)"!&!)/2,4#"2$&($5&9$2 ,)5%)&!)N)'#"2$=&

Also, the same number of respondents sees the main goal in synthesizing experience and making 

the connection between knowledge and personal growth. Slightly more respondents (12 or 25.0%) 

believe that the main goal of keeping the learning log results in providing new ideas, perceptions and 

feelings about the learning process. 
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Among our respondents learning log most often takes the form of notes, as 15 of respondents (31.3%) 

indicated. When writing a log, 14 of them (or 29.2%) are simply followed by writing what ever 

comes to their mind. 10 (20.8%) practice academic writing form, while nine students (18.8%) pre-

ferred writing a learning log in a form of regular daily journal. 

L8)&B2/#&!)/02$5)$#/&#8"$9&#8(#&#8)&B("$&7)$)1#&2*&9))0"$%&#8)&,)(!$"$%&,2%&"/&"$&#8)&5)+),20B)$#&

2*&'!"#"'(,&#8"$9"$%&($5&/#!)$%#8)$"$%&!)N)'#"2$&;QR&!)/02$5)$#/&!)0!)/)$#"$%&X>=VY@D&$"$)&2*&#8)B&

;>?=?Y@&7),")+)&#8(#& #8)&B2/#&7)$)1#&"/& "$&"$'!)(/"$%&#8)&(7","#-&#2&/2,+)&0!27,)B/D&)"%8#&2*& #8)B&

;>Z=VY@&/))&7)$)1#/&"$&/#!)$%#8)$"$%&#8)&"$$)!&+2"')D&"$#4"#"2$&($5&/),*3)60!)//"2$=&W)+)$&!)/02$-

5)$#/&;>X=ZY@&(/&(&B(C2!&7)$)1#&2*&9))0"$%&#8)&,)(!$"$%&,2%&!)'2%$"G)&#8)&0)!/2$(,&%!2 #8&($5&5)-

+),20B)$#D&($5&2$,-&*24!&7),")+)&#8(#&#8)&B("$&7)$)1#&"/&#8)&/#!)//&!)54'#"2$&;2!&?=[Y@=&

Concerning the obstacles in writing and keeping the learning log, however, 29 students (60.4%) had 

#8)&B2/#&5"*1'4,#")/& "#8&)60)!")$'"$%&7,2'9(5)&"$& !"#"$%D&($5&,('9&2*&'2$')$#!(#"2$&($5&"$/0"!(#"2$=&

For eleven respondents (22.9%), the biggest obstacle in writing the learning log is related to the prob-

,)B&2*&82 &#2&/#(!#& !"#"$%&($5& 8(#&/#-,)&($5&*2!B&2*& !"#"$%&#2&'822/)=&F)+)!#8),)//D&1+)&;>R=XY@&

B)#& "#8&#8)&0!27,)B&2*&4$',)(!&!)K4"!)B)$#/&($5&04!02/)&2*& !"#"$%&(&,2%=&L8)&B("$&5"*1'4,#-&*2!&

three (6.3%) was a problem of disclosing private details. 
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To conclude, we could say that there were students who experienced keeping the learning log as use-

ful in achieving the learning goals, but there were those who experienced it simply as any other class 

assignment. Students listed different categories of goals in regard to keeping a learning log, which 

in our opinion suggests that there may be many positive effects of this activity. Also, they adopted 

different styles of writing, which would mean, that they should probably feel free to choose their 

own style in order to enjoy writing and develop positive attitude towards a log. For the most respon-

dents, the main obstacle in keeping a log was experienced blockade in writing, together with lack 

2*&'2$')$#!(#"2$&($5&"$/0"!(#"2$=&\2 )+)!D&/#45)$#/&,"/#)5&5"**)!)$#&7)$)1#/&2*&9))0"$%&#8)&,)(!$"$%&

log. Since the students usually have little or no previous experience in keeping the learning log, it is 

"B02!#($#&#2&0!2+"5)&#8)B& "#8&%4"5($')&($5&"$/#!4'#"2$&7-&)60,("$"$%&#8)&04!02/)&($5&7)$)1#/D&7-&

giving examples, and by keeping the track of their progress. It is important for students to understand 

that learning log serves its purpose only under condition of putting a substantial amount of time and 

a considerable commitment to self- improvement and achievement on their part (Baker, 2003). 

References

1. Baker, J. H. (2003). Teaching Tip: The Learning Log. Journal of Information Systems Education, 14 (1), 
pp. 11-14. 

2. Berthold, K., Nückles M. and Renkl, A. (2007). Do Learning Protocols Support Learning Strategies and 
Outcomes? The Role of Cognitive and Metacognitive Prompts. Learning and Instruction, 17, pp. 564–577.

3. Hübner, S., Nückles M. and Renkl, A. (2010). Writing Learning Journals: Instructional Support to Over-
'2B)&])(!$"$%3W#!(#)%-&^)1'"#/=&Learning and Instruction, 20 (1), pp. 18-29. 

4. P22$D&_=&I=&;QRRZ@=&])(!$"$%&_24!$(,/`&I&\($57229&*2!&U)N)'#"+)&a!('#"')&($5&a!2*)//"2$(,&^)+),20B)$#&
(2nd ed.). New York, NY: Routledge. 

5. F"92,"O&P(9/"OD& L=& ;QRR?@=& ^$)+$"9& 4b)$C(& 4& 27!(G2+($C4& 25!(/,"8=& c& G72!$"94& !(52+(`&I,"7(7"OD& W=& "&
a)C(#2+"OD&I=&;c!)5$"'"@`& !"#$%&#'()*+*,-)'()*.*/")0/%10#&2)*)&"%/12+3*+'0)4"#5+(#. Beograd: Institut za 
pedagogiju i andragogiju Filozofskog fakulteta u Beogradu (str. 169-176). 

6. Nückles M. et al. (2004). The Use of Public Learning Diaries in Blended Learning. Journal of Educational 

Media, 2 (1), pp. 49-66. 


