THE COUNTING
OF THE DEAD ENEMY’S HANDS

Danijela Stefanovi¢ Faculty of Philosophy, Beograd

Be a scribe that you may be
saved from being a soldier
pLansing (10, 9)*

The subject of this article is the New Kingdom military practice of cutting oif a dead en-
emy’s hands. The severed enemy’s hand was proof of a soldier’s bravery, a kind of trophy
especially in the time of 18th Dynasty. The reason for cutting off the hands, from the time of
19th Dynasty, and their counting was a practical one. If it was necessary to know how many
living was captured, it was also necessary to know how many dead there were.

Key words: New Kingdom, military practice, the cutting of a dead enemy’s hands.

The mr ms Imenemhab relates in his biography' that while Tutmosis I11
was hunting a herd of 120 elephants in Niu, he snared ’the largest among them
and cut off its drt (hand) while alive’; for this brave deed he was rewarded by
his sovereign with a gift of “gold and clothing.”?

Imenemheb’s hunting exploit points to the custom applied in the New
Kingdom military campaigns — the cutting off a dead enemy’s hands.?

* R. A. CAMINOS, Late Egyptian Miscellanies, London 1954, 402.

| K. SETHE — W. HELCK, Urkunden der 18. Dynastic, Berlin 1927-1958 (= Urk. 1V) 893-894; cf.
J. H. BREASTED, Ancient Records of Egypt, 5Bde, Chicago 1964 (= BAR), I1 §588.

2 p. E. NEWBERRY, The Elephant’s Trunk called its drt (dr?) ‘Hand", JEA 30 (1944) 75.

3 We should separate two occasions in which *hand might be cute’. One is related with crimi-
nal low and should be treated as a punishment (ct. J. CERrNyY, Papyrus Salt 124, JEA 15 (1929) 245,
line 7; 247, n.8; W. BOOSCH, in LA V1, s.v. Strafen, 68-72). The second one belongs to the war
practice, characteristic for the time of New Kingdom.

[nackuk CPICKOT apXeoNOIKOT IPYITBa / Journal of the Serbian Archaeological Society
19 (2003) 149-167.
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According to the iconography, and written sources, we can trace three

phases of the above mentioned military practice: very cutting, ’carrying’ of
hands and counting.

The very cutting

Iconography
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Fig. 1. Reign of Ramses II / Battle of Kadesh — Relief at Abydos.
Shardana of Rameses’s II troops is severing the hand of a fallen enemy in a land robe.
(W. Wreszinski, Atlas zur altigyptischen Kulturgeschichte 11, Leipzig 1935, 20).
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Fig. 2. Reign of Ramses II / Battle of Kadesh — Relief at Abydos.

Egyptian solder is severing a hand of the enemy who was captured and probably killed
(Wreszinski 11 70).
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Fig. 3. Reign of Ramses III / Libyan war - Relief at Medinet Habu.
A Shardana of Rameses’s 11 troops is severing the hand of a Libyan soldier
(Wreszinski II 137).

Written sources

For the very cutting, there are no direct references in the written sources.
However, in cases of biographic inscriptions, the mentioning of the taking and
bringing away of hands, in context of the actual battle, might be treated as a
written addition of iconography. It is worthy of notice that in almost all such
cases the number of *captured’ hands was low.
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— Reign of Ahmose I/ Biography of Ahmose, son of Ebana*

Second Battle of Avaris

One fought on the water in the canal: Pezedku (dd-kw) of Avaris. Then I
fought hand to hand, I brought away (in.n.i) a hand. 1t was reported to the royal
herald. One gave me the gold of valor.

Third Battle of Avaris’

Then there was again fighting in this place; I again fought hand to hand there; I
brought away (in.n.i) hand. One gave me the gold of bravery in the second
place.

Siege of Sharuhen®

One besieged Sharuhen (S<-r-h®-n°) for. Then I took (“h<.n in.n.i ) captive there,
two women and one hand. One gave me the gold of bravery, [besides] giving me the
captive for slaves.

Campaign against Nubians’
.. his majesty made a great slaughter among them. Then I took (‘h.n in.n.i)

captive there, two living men, and three hands. One presented me with gold in dou-
ble measure, [besides] giving to me two female slaves.

— Reign of Ahomose I/ Biography of Ahmose-pen-nekhbet

Campaign in Syria8

Ahmose, called Pen-Nekhbet, (pn-nhb.t) triumphant; he says: “I followed King
Nebpehtire (nb-phty-rt) triumphant. I captured for him (kf.n.i n.f) in Zahi Zahi
(d-hy) a living prisoner and a hand.”

— Reign of Amenhotep I/ Biography of Ahmose, son of Ebana

Amenhotep’s campaign against Nubia?

I fought incredibly; his majesty beheld my bravery. I brought off (in.n.i) two
hands, and took (them) to his majesty.

4 Urk. IV 3, 12-15; BAR 11 §9.
5 Urk. 1V 3, 17; BAR 11 §10.

6 Urk. 1V 4, 17; BAR 11 §13.

7 Urk. IV 5,9; BAR1I §14.

8 Urk. 1V 36, 1; BAR 11 §20.

9 Urk. TV 7,9-11; BAR 11 §38.
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— Reign of Amenhotep I/ Biography of Ahmose-pen-nekhbet

Campaign in Libya!?
Again I served for King Zeserkere (Dsr-k*-R°) triumphant; I captured for him
(kf.n.i n.f) on the north of Imukehek (Y“mw-hkk) three hands.

— Reign of Thutmose I/ Biography of Ahmose-pen-nekhbet

Campaign in Naharin!!
I captured for him (kf.n.i n.f) (i.e. for king) in the country of Naharin 21
hands, one horse, and one chariot.

— Reign of Thutmose III / Biography of Amenemheb

Year 33; eight campaign / Battle in Senzar!?

I fought hand to hand before the king; I brought off a hand there (in.nfi] drt
im). He gave to me the gold of honor...

The ’carrying’ of hands
Iconography

Fig. 4. Reign of Amenhotep 1V / Relief at his temple in Karnak.
Egyptian soldiers bear spears on which are marshaling hands.

(W. Helck, GM 18 (1975) 23-24).

10 Urk. 1V 36, 4; BAR 11 §42.
11 Urk. IV 36, 10-11; BAR 11 §85.
12 Urk. 1V 892, 4; BAR 11 §584.
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Fig. 5. Reign of Ramses II / Battle of Kadesh — Relief at Abydos.
Egyptlan soldier wears hands stringed on a rope (Wreszinski II 70).
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Fig. 6. Relgn of Ramses II / Battle of Kadesh — Rrelief at Abydos.
Soldiers wear hands stringed on a rope (Wreszinski II 70).

Written sources

— Reign of Amenhotep II / The Syrian Campaign
— The Memphis stelal3

The Capture of Hashabu

He fetched 16 living warriors of the Hurrian elite at the beck of his Chariot, 20
hands on the foreheads of his horses and 60 bulls, which were lead before him.14

13 Urk. IV 1304, 13; B.CUMMING, Egyptian Historical Records of the Latter 18" Dynasty 1,
Warminster 1982, 31.

14 In amount of capture given in next section, which describes return in Memphis, there are no
hands.
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— Reign of Amenhotep II / Amada Stela

The action after an Nubian revolt!s

There upon six men from among the foe was hung in front of the rampart of
Thebes and the hands likewise.'°

— Reign of Merenptah / Libyan War, from Karnak,

Triumphal Return!’

[Then returned] the captains of archers, the infantry and chariotry; every con-
tingent of the army, whether recruits, or heavy armed troops [carried of the Plunder
driving] asses before them, laden with the uncircumcised phalli of the country of
Libya, together with the hands of every country that was with them..

Libyan War, List of Slains, from Karnak'®

... Ekwesh [of] the countries of the sea, whom had brought the wretched [fallen
chief of Libya,whose] hands [were carried off].

pAnastasi 1117

(5.3)... How delightful is thy going to Thebes, thy war chariot bowed down with
hands (5.4) and chiefs pinioned before thee! Thou will present them to thy august
father.

15 Urk. IV 1297, 11; B. Comming, Egyptian Historical Records, 27.

16 It means that the captured persons, or some of them, were executed and hanged, and along
them were hanged hands of enemies taken in a battle.

17 K. A. KITCHEN. Ramesside Inscriptions: Historical and Biographical , vol. IV, Oxford 1982 (=
KRI1V), 7-8 / 40-54; BAR 111 §587.

18 KRI' TV, 13-14; BAR 1II §601.

19 R. CAMINOS , Late-Egyptian Miscellanies, 45, 47.
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The scenes of the counting of the hands
Iconography
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Fig. 7. Reign of Ramses II / Sirian War - Relief at Seti’s I Temple in Abydos.
The [king seats on] his chariot as hands of the slains are counted by scribes
(Wreszinski IT 25b; 25; 1979. K. A. Kitchen, Ramesside Inscriptions 11,

Oxford 1979, 187-188; K. A Kitchen, Ramesside Inscriptions, Translated and Annotated,
Translations Vol. II: Ramesses II, Royal Inscriptions, Oxford, 1996 54-55).
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PN

Fig. 9. Reign of Ramses II / Battle of Kadesh — Relief at Abu Simbel.
The relief shows the king after the battle is over. As he seats in his chariot, his officers
throw down before him the hands of the slains (Wreszinski II 170).

158



D. Stefanovi¢

The Counting of the Dead Enemy’s Hands

FET m@i&’ "

=
i
‘;‘,
==
¢

0

éO'\ﬂ m_‘ °ﬂ’,‘90i«U?§‘f’,§9L®J

WQ\ W = QZ&@“JUGA
YA SR BTN

J%Jé" eaiss Wlos U nar@ i

RS SE BRI

= e S S SR

= gl el TRl I

=

SRR E S S el ﬁ‘iaeb

dd&]éo?\\t‘ﬁﬂ B ol e O

BRI = = e E kS i

ik

Dg(_é@; H‘f;ﬁ Tl

a

10. Reign of Ramses III / First Libyan War —

a balcony with his waiting chariot

Relief at Medinet Habu.
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four scribes record the numbers (Wre
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Fig. 12. Reign of Ramses III / Northern War

The king attended by sunshade and fan-bearers,

of the hands severed from the enemies;

the two viziers and other officers of high rank pre
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Fig. 13. Reign of Ramses III / Second Libyan War — Relief at Medinet Habu
(Wreszinski II 62a).
Written sources

In most cases, the scene of counting is accompanied by inscription, i.e. list
of booty, which bears the number of ’captured’ hands.

— Reign of Amenhotep II / Syrian Campaigns2®

The March upon Samaria
He captured 34 of their chieftains, 57 warriors of the Hurrian elite, 231 living
Asiatic, 372 hands, 54 horses, 54 chariots etc.

The Conquest of Anaharath and the Expedition to Giboa-Saman?!

Amount of booty of his Majesty alone of that day: 17 warriors of the Hurrian
elite, 6 children of chieftains, 68 living Asiatic, 123 hands etc.

20 Urk. 1V 1307, 8.
21 Urk. TV 1308, 8.
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— Reign of Thutmose III/ The Annals

Year 22/23; Battle of Megiddo?

Then were captured their horses, their chariots of gold and silver were made
spoil... They brought up the booty which they had taken, consisting of hands, of liv-
ing prisoners, of horses, chariots of gold and silver, of —.

Spoil of Megiddo?
340 living prisoners; 83 hands; 191 foals; 6 stallions; — young...

Booty of Kadesh District?*

List of the booty brought from there — of the wretched Naharin who were
as auxiliaries among them, together with their horses; 691 people; 29 hands, 44
horses...

— Reign of Amenhotep IIl/ Semneh stela

List of Prisoners and Killed?>

Living Nubians 150; archers 110; Nubian women 250; their servants 55; their
children 175; in total 740 heads; their hands 312; total of living heads 1052 (or:
united with the living heads).

— Reign of Merenptah, Libyan War — Karnak inscription

List of Captives and Slain?

Who had no foreskins

Shekelash ($*-kS-rw-5°) 222 men
Making 250 hands
Teresh (tw-rw-§°) 742 men
Making 790 hands

[Ek] wesh (- -C-y-w'-§%) who had no foreskin, slain, whose hands were carried
off (for) they had no [foreskins]

22 Urk. IV 659/15; BAR 11 §430-431.
23 Urk. IV 663, 7; BAR 11 §435.

24 Urk, IV 731, 2; 11 §532.

25 Urk. IV 1660, 18; 11 §854.

26 KRI 1V, 7-8 / 40-54; BAR 11 §588.
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— Reign of Ramses III / First Libyan War — Medinet Habu
List of booty?’

Total of foreskins [1] 2535
Total of hands 12535
Total of [phalli] 12758
Total of hands 12520 (+x)
Total of hands 12635 (+x)

Inscription over the heaps of hands and phalli?®
Bringing up the captured before his majesty, from the vanquished of Libya;
making 1000 men; making 3000 hands, making 3000 foreskins.

Second Libyan War — Medinet Habu; Inscription over the hands?’
Total, 2175 hands

Tracing the written sources and iconography, we may see that the hand of
defeated enemy was cut off on two occasions: in the actual battle or in the
plunder.3” In both cases, the enemy soldier was already dead.

As our first mentioned record tells us, Kamose’s younger brother Ahmose,
who for this is honored as the founder of the 18 Dynasty and the New King-
dom, completed the expulsion of the Hyksos. The forces of Ahmose were able
to sack Avaris. Soldiers, who proved they had killed enemies by bringing back
their hands, were rewarded with gold, land, and captives as personal slaves.

Why such kind of proof was necessary for the Egyptians? What did they do
with all these hands? How did such a practice come about?

The severed enemy’s hand was proof of a soldier’s bravery, a kind of tro-
phy, and this might be the only reason for this practice.>! This possibility seems
to be acceptable for the 18th Dynasty. As we read in records from this period,
the number of hands was low and treated as real trophies.

From the time of 19th Dynasty, the cutting off of hands might have a few
more reasons. We may still think that it was proof of a soldier’ s bravery. Nev-
ertheless, it was not anymore so exclusive a deed. To my knowledge, there is
not one soldier from the time of 19th Dynasty who was rewarded for the hands,
he cut off. In addition, it seems very clear that the hand was cut off in cases

27 BAR IV §52.

28 BAR IV§53. This inscription occurs four times — over each of the four heaps, three of hands
and one of phaili.

29 BAR 1V §110-111.

30 D. LorToN, Terminology Related to the Laws of Warfare in Dyn. XVIII, JARCE XI (1974)
57; ¢f. W. Helck, Abgeschlagene Hinde als Siegeszeichen, GM 18 (1975) 23.

31 This explanation was pointed out by H. Bruner (Die Hioeroglyphen fiir “rauchen”, “bedec-
ken”, “handfliche” und ihren eutsprechenden Worten, NAWG 3 (1965) 90 sq.
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when the dead enemy was not circumcised. To the circumcised, the phalli were
cut off.3

In addition, it is not hard to imagine the impression, perhaps is better to say
fear, which the horses and spears of the Egyptian army, adorned with hands.
might inspire among the enemies or those who aspired to become an enemy.

The reason might be even more practical. In booty lists, we read about Jiv-
ing enemies and hands. It is obvious that the hands represent dead enemies.
As it was necessary to notify how many living persons were captured it was nec-
essary to make a record of dead persons also. Of course, it was not easy to
bring the dead bodies to Egypt, but the hands were not problematic for trans-
port. It seems that during the 18th Dynasty the hands were not transported to
Egypt; they were counted after the actual battle. As to the amount of captures
given in the inscription’s section, which describe the return to Egypt, the hands
are not recorded. From 19t Dynasty, as the reliefs show us, the hands were
brought away to Egypt.

Egyptian soldier could perform also a ritual of cutting off the right hand of
the enemy he had slain in order to prevent revenge by his spirit. It might be
logical because the right hand is this one, which holds the weapon. If this was
the reason for cutting off of the hands, how then can we explain the cutting off
of the phalli? Why then weren’t the hands cut off after the ritual killing of ene-
mies in front of the gods.?® According to our records, there is no evidence for
the deliberate mutilation and dishonoring of the dead. In this respect, we may
be in doubt just for the Amada stela of Amenhotep II.

In my opinion, the reason for cutting off the hands and their counting was a
practical one. If it was necessary to know how many living you capture it was
also necessary to know how many dead there were.

It is important to notify that this war code was characteristic only for the pe-
riod of New Kingdom. Is this practice something, which Hyksos brought with
them and left for the Egyptians? Perhaps, but at this moment, it is not possible
to say anything more.

UDK: 932.355.48 : 392.27(32)(093.5)

32 See W. HOSCHER, Libyer und Agypten, Hamburg - New York 1937, 43-47; for the question of
circumcision see: C. de WIT, La circoncision chey les anciens egyptiens, Z4S$ 99 (1973) 41-48.

33 Cf. E. SWANN HALL, The Pharaoh Smites his Enemies. A Comparative Study, Berlin, 1986; A. R.
SCHULMAN, Ceremonial Execution and Public Rewards. Some Historical Scenes on New Kingdom Pri-
vate Stelae, Fribourg, 1988; D.WILDUNG, in: LA 11, s.v. Erschlagen der Feinde, 14-17.
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HAHHUIENA CTE®AHOBUH

BPOGJAILE OJJCEUEHUX IIAKA MPTBUX HEIIPUIATEJBA

Pesnme

Mr ms© VimenemxaG HaBomu y cBojoj 6morpacduju fa je, ok je Tyrmec IIT
aosuo kpo o 120 cnonosa y Huy, o ynosuo “Hajseher meby wmuMa u oficexao My
drt (mmaky) ok je jomr 610 XuB”; 360r XxpaGpOCTH BaAap ra je Harpaguo 31aTOM U
ongehom.

MmencmxaboB mOMBUr y JIOBY yKa3syje Ha NMPAKCy KapaKTPUCTHYHY 3a BOJHE
noxope Hosor mapcrsa — oficename aka MPTBUM HeNpUjaTebuMa.

Ha ocrosy nxonorpaduje u mucanux ussopa XVII, XIX u XX punacruje, Mory
Ce [IPaTUTH TPH €Tale NOMEHYTOI PATHOT 00HYaja: caMO OfICENahe 11aKa, HOIIEH-E
waxka u Opojame [aka.

3amaxa ce ja je NmopakeHOM HelpHjaTesby LIAKA OfCELAHA y [iBa CIydaja:
TOKOM caM¢ OMTKE WIH IIPU 3apo0ibaBamy. Y 00a ciy4yaja HENPUjaTEhCKH BOJHUK
je Beh 6uo mMpTas.

Oncevucna maka HenmjaTe/ba OMila je MOKa3 BOjHHYKE XpaOpOCTH, HEKA BPCTa
Tpodeja 1 1o 61 Morao Aa Gyfe M y3pOK IPAaKTHKOBamba OBOr 00uuaja. [TomenyTo
oGjaumberme NpUXBaTHABO je 3a nepuoy X VIII nunacruje, jep je 6poj ogceyeHux
IaKa, OCJICKCHUX Y M3BOPMMA, MAJIM ¥ TPETUPAHE Cy Kao NpaBu Tpedeju.

On Bpemena XIX nuHacruje oficename 1aka MONIO 6H [la HMa jOII HEKOJHMKO
pasinora. Jour yBek ce MOXe I'OBOPUTHU O JOKa3y BOjHUUKE xpabpocTi. MebyTum,
OiCCHAME IIAKe MOTUHYIOM HENpHjaTelhy BHIIEC HUje OMIO TAaKO EKCKIY3UBaH
noasur. Koinko je mosHaTo, He IIOCTOjH HM jeflaH BOjHHK, u3 BpeMmena XVIII
JMHacTHje, Harpaben caMo 3aTo IITO je ofcekao maky. Takobe, YuHH ce cacBuM
H3BECHHM J1a CY IIaKe OfCEUAHE Y CayyajeBUMa Kaja HENPHjaTe/bCKU BOJHUIU HUCY
Ounn oOpesanu. Bojuunuma Kxoju cy 6unu oGpes3anu ofcenanu cy daycu.

Takobe nuje TemKo 3aMHUCIUTH yTHCAK, WIH je MOXJa Gombe pehin cTpax, Koju
Cy MOTJI Jla H3a30By KOMM M KOIUbA EFHIATCKUX BOJHMKA OKHhEHU OfCedeCHUM
wakama Meby uenpujaTelbuMma, WIM OHHMA KOjH Cy MOIJIM {2 [IOCTAHy HENpH-
jaresu.

Pasnor nocrojama oBor of6uyaja Morao 6u ma Oyge joll NPaKTHYHUU. Y
CITHCKOBMMA IUIeHa 3a0e/eXeHU Cy XHBH Henmpujate/bn # make. OuuTo je ja cy
[aKe mpejcTapibajie MpTBe HenpujaTesbe. I1oTo je 6110 HeONXONHO 3a6eIeKUTH
KOJIMKO je XMBHX HENpHjaTesba 3ap00/beHO, OMIO je HEONXONHO 3abeNeskKUTH U
KOJIMKO je MPTBUX OCTaNo Ha GojHoM mosby. HapasHo, Huje GHJIO jeIHOCTaBHO M
moryhe jonocutu y Erunat Mprea Tena, ajd came INaKe HHje OMIO TELIKO
Tpancioprosary. Yunu ce fa Tokom XVIII aunacruje make Hucy 6uiie npeHoUIeHe
y Erunar seh cy 6pojane nocne came 6urke. Y KpajieM 36upy IUieHa, y A€I0BUMA
narmuca u3 spemena XVII punactuje koju ommcyjy nosparak y Erumat zakon
noxoja, Opoj waka Huje 3abenexen. Ox Bpemena XIX aunactuje, Kao WTO HAM
pesedu 1 HATIMCH Ka3yjy, Iake ¢y joHoeHe u Opojane y Erunry.

Mozxpia 61 ce MOTJIO MUCIUTH U O HEKAKBOj BpcTH puTyaa. Ja 6H ce 3aIUTHTHO
OJf YMPJIOT', ETUIIATCKM BOJHHUK j& MOrao fa OfCeYe JIECHY LKy HeNpHjaTe/by Kora
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je youo, He Ou U OHEMOTYhMO HErOB iYX Jla My C€ OCBETH. Tlocrynax 61 MOrao
GUTM JIOTMYAH jep je AeCHA IIaKa Ta Koja APXH opyxje. Ako je momenyTo 610
pasior 3a OfCENake 1akKe, KaKo 61 ce OHa MOJIO 0GjaCHUTH OfiCCHARC danyca?
3aITo, y TOM CIyY ajy, IaKe HUCy Omie OfcelaHe U MoCae pUTyaHor yOujaba
HenpujaTesba npej 6oxancTsoM. IIpema HamuM n3BOpUMA HC NOCTOje NMOTBPAE 32
HaMepHO cakahewe M obemhaunhaBawbe MPTBUX. Y TOM KOHTEKCTY jeuHO Ou
cropHa MorJia GUTH AMajia CTeNa u3 BpeMeHa AMEHXoTena II.

YuHuU ce Ja je Oficeliale IIaKa, BUXOBO HOIIEHE U Gpojare OUIO MPAKTHYHE
npupojie. AKO je OMI0 HEONXOJHO [ja CE 3Ha KOJIUKO je XuByX 3apo6ILEHO, OUIIO je
HEOIXOJHO 3HATH M 6pOj “MPTBHX 3apO0/LEHHUKA”.

BakHO je HarJacuTH ja je OBa paTHa Ipakca Oumila KapakTepucTika camo
Hosor napcrsa. [la a1 cy XUKcH JOHENHN OBaj O0MYaj X OCTABUIIM ' Erunhanyuma?
Mo3xpia, alni y OBOM TPEHYTKY ce He MOXe pehu HUTa BHIIE.
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TCAJL/ISAS 19 D. Stefanovi¢ Plate 1

Reign of Ramses II / Battle of Kadesh - Relief at Abydos (and fig. 1).



Plate II D. Stefanovi¢ (2003)

Reign of Ramses II / Sirian War — Relief at Seti’s I Temple in Abydos (and fig. 7).





