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The Late Antique dietary habits in Western Serbia: a case study of the Čačak – 

Dvorište Gimnazije site 
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ABSTRACT: The analysed faunal material was collected during the rescue archaeological campaigns 

conducted between 2014 and 2018 by the National Museum Čačak at the Dvorište Gimnazije site in Čačak 
(Western Serbia). The Late Antique building remains, constructed in the 3rd–4th century, preserved at the 

foundation level were discovered at the site. After its destruction, the building was reused during the late 4th 

and the 5th century but in a more primitive manner. Remains of a few pits, hearths, and probably primitive 

dwellings belong to this horizon. The 3rd horizon at this site dates to the Late Medieval period (the 15th and 

the first half of the 16th century), and it is represented by a Christian necropolis dug into the Roman building. 

Faunal material is more abundant in the Late Antique period than in the Late Medieval context. The remains 

of mammals form the majority of the faunal sample. Domestic species are more frequent within the 

assemblage and include cattle, pigs, sheep and goats, horses, dogs, and cats. Furthermore, wild species are 

represented by wild boar, red deer, roe deer, fox, and hare. The most common are the remains of cattle, 

followed by pigs and caprines. Among wild mammals, the most numerous remains belong to wild boar and 

red deer. The greater importance of domestic mammals is expected for the Late Antique and Medieval 

archaeological sites in Serbia. In addition, the bird remains were confirmed as well. Among them, the remains 

of chicken were the most numerous. Since this is a newly discovered site, additional archaeological 

excavations in the vicinity are needed to create a broader picture of this site and its role within the currently 

unnamed ancient settlement that lasted throughout the centuries by the Western Morava River. Moreover, 

new zooarchaeological research will enable a better understanding of human–animal relationships of the 

inhabitants of this settlement in the past. 

Keywords: faunal material, Čačak – Dvorište Gimnazije, Late Antique, Late Medieval periods 

 

 

 

  


