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TRECUTUL (IN)VIZIBIL: PRIMELE ASEZARI DIN EPOCA
FIERULUI IN REGIUNEA NOVI PAZAR, SERBIA

MARIJA LIUSTINA (BELGRAD - SERBIA)

Cuvinte-cheie: Prima Epocd a Fierului; regiunea Novi Pazar; cultura
Glasinac; asezari; cetati

Rezumat. Spre deosebire de cunostintele solid fundamentate despre
practicile funerare ale populatiilor din Prima Epoca a Fierului din regiunea Novi
Pazar, in sud-vestul Serbiei, imaginea noastrd despre viata de zi cu zi, strategii
de locuire, economia si conectivitatea acestora se limiteaza la siturile cu agezari
partial excavate, al caror material mobil este in mare parte neexplorat. Toate
siturile de asezéri din Prima Epoca a Fierului inregistrate pot fi definite ca fiind
fortificatii de dimensiuni modeste. Singura exceptie este adapostul din pestera
Smoluca. Asezarile au fost stabilite In pozitii cu accesibilitate redusa, deasupra
cursurilor raurilor sau in apropierea unor rute comerciale importante sau a unor
rascruci de drumuri. Fortaretele sunt protejate, in plus, de ziduri de piatra fara
mortar. Ele pot fi conectate din punct de vedere cultural la mediul cultural
Glasinac. Vestigiile arhitecturale indicd obiectivele supraterane aflate 1n
interiorul zonei fortificate. In cazul Gradina Ras din Pazariste, unele complexe,
de exemplu, gropi cu resturi de lipiturd arsd si seminte carbonizate, indica
existenta unor locuinte din preistoria tarzie. Mai mult, activitatile preistorice din
asezari sunt confirmate in suburbia fortificatd de la Ras. Pe baza acestor fapte, se
poate presupune ca cel putin unele dintre fortificatiile de deal au avut si ele
zonele lor periurbane ocupate.

Introducere

Regiunea Novi Pazar, care include teritoriul orasului Novi Pazar
impreund cu municipalitatile Tutin si Sjenica, este situata in coltul de sud-
vest al Serbiei (Fig. 1). In sud-estul regiunii se afla valea Ibar si muntele
Rogozna, la nord si nord-vest se afla muntii Golija, Javor, Zlatar, la vest
muntele Jadovnik si valea Lim, iar la sud se afla muntii Zilindar si Mokra
Gora cu valea Ibar. Doua platouri — Sjenica si PeSter — se afla intre munti.
Platourile sunt imprtite de muntele Giljeva si de bazinele Stavica si Novi
Pazar. Teritoriul este in totalitate 0o zond muntoasa inaltd, deschisa spre
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4 Marija Ljustina

nord-est. Un numdr semnificativ de asezari este plasat dincolo de
inaltimea de 1000 m deasupra nivelului marii. Cercetarile in domeniul
climatologiei au aratat cd platoul Sjenica-PeSter este cea mai rece si cea
mai inzapezita regiune din Serbia. Teritoriul este caracterizat de un climat
temperat-continental si continental, In ciuda proximitatii Adriaticii (138
km) si a Mérii Egee (375 km) (IlpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 7-8).

Viile raurilor importante au asigurat o buna conectivitate a
regiunii, care este bogatd 1n fluxuri de rauri mai mici, apartinand
bazinelor hidrografice Raska si Ibar. Acestea sunt rute potentiale prin care
influenta dinspre sud ar fi putut ajunge la locuitorii acestor vai. Pe de alta
parte, platoul larg PeSter oferd conditii de viatd complet diferite. Platoul
Pester este puternic divizat de zonele Inconjurdtoare, atat prin inaltimea
sa, cat si prin caracteristicile sale geomorfologice. Este o zona fara paduri,
cu o Tndltime medie de 1100 - 1250m deasupra nivelului marii, avand
caracteristici ale carstului si cu foarte putind apd. Este cea mai scurta
legaturd intre vaile RaSka si Lim si, in sens larg, Intre valea Morava si raul
Drina, adicd intre partea de est si cea de vest a Balcanilor centrali. Solul
fertil lipseste, iar clima nu este potrivitd pentru a planta orice fel de
cereale si fructe. Din fericire, pasunile sunt foarte spatioase si bogate in
iarba pentru pasunat. In interiorul platoului Pester, cele mai bune conditii
de viatd se gasesc la PeStersko Polje si KoStam Polje — doua inatimi
inconjurate de dealuri si relativ bogate in apa — care sunt dens locuite si
astazi, ca si in trecut (Ljustina si Cvijeti¢ 2019, p. 83).

Importanta regiunii in perioada medievald, ca nucleu al primului
stat sarb, a fost recunoscuta, iar siturile $i monumentele medievale au fost
cercetate si protejate. In admiterea afirmatiei vine si faptul ci primul sit
din Serbia care a fost adaugat pe lista UNESCO a siturilor din patrimoniul
mondial a fost Stari Ras si Sopoc¢ani, un grup impresionant de monumente
medievale format din cetdti, biserici si manastiri din vecindtatea orasului
Novi Pazar, inscris la cea de-a treia sesiune UNESCO din 1979. In
contrast cu perioada medievald, preistoria locald a ramas aproape
invizibild. Cu toate acestea, analizele cuprinzatoare privind preistoria
(Jestuh 1996) si, in general, patrimoniul arheologic (ITpemoBuh-Anexkcuh
2014) au oferit o baza solidd pentru a afirma ca perioadele preistorice
ulterioare din regiune au fost dinamice si cu un numar semnificativ de
situri, care au scos in evidentd practicile funerare si strategiile asezarilor.
Trebuie subliniat faptul ca necropolele, impreuna cu situl Bisericii Sfintii
Petru si Pavel din Ras, care cuprinde mormantul princiar din Prima Epoca
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a Fierului ca punct de interes, au atras mai multd atentie (cf. LjuStina si
Cvijeti¢ 2019; Dmitrovi¢ si Ljustina 2021, cu referinte) in comparatie cu
siturile de tip fortificatie, din care doar un numar modest de cioburi de
ceramica indicau existenta unor asezari din preistoria tarzie.

Primele asezari din Epoca Fierului in regiunea Novi Pazar - o
privire de ansamblu

Spre deosebire de cunostintele solide privind practicile mortuare
ale populatiilor din Prima Epoca a Fierului, imaginea noastra despre viata
de zi cu zi, strategiile asezarilor, economia si conectivitatea acestora este
limitata la siturile de asezari partial sapate, al caror material mobil este in
mare parte neexplorat. Cu toate acestea, colectarea tuturor informatiilor
disponibile despre asezari (Fig. 1/13-24) a facut posibild formarea unei
idei, cel putin generale, despre procesele de colonizare din mileniul I 1.Hr.

Crkvine, situl Gradina din Leskovik

In timpul prospectiunilor de teren efectuate de Institutul
Arheologic din Belgrad si Muzeul Municipal din Novi Pazar, in 1981,
situl Gradina din Crkvine, aflat mai sus de confluenta raului Smolu¢a cu
paraul Metali¢ki, a dezviluit urme de fortificatie. In 1984, sondajele
sapate 1n interiorul fortului au dus la descoperirea unui strat cultural
subtire cu ceramicad atipica facuta manual. Exista posibilitatea ca ceramica
sa fie din Prima Epocd a Fierului si, in consecintd, necesitatea de a
mentiona situl ca fiind potential o asezare din Prima Epocd a Fierului
(ITpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 292 ), in ciuda faptului ca M. Popovié
(ITomoBuh 1995, p. 74) a tins spre atribuirea acestuia unor perioade
ulterioare.

Crnoca, locul unde se afla Golaé¢-Stolovi

Ziddria de piatrd fara mortar a fost descoperitd pe dealul Gola¢ in
decursul prospectiunilor de teren din vecinatatea Crnoca, la inceputul
Kostam polje de pe platoul PeSter. Stratul cultural al sitului Gola¢-Stolovi
a fost complet spalat, ceea ce este indicat de descoperirile de ceramica de
la baza dealului, aflat sub fortificatie. Ceramica grosiera era formata din:
boluri conice de micd adancime (Fig. 3/2), pahare cu gatul mai lung si
marginea aplatizatd orizontal (Fig. 3/3), vase cu ornamente plastice si
impresiuni (Fig. 3/1, 4) (Jevti¢ 1983a, p. 24; [IpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p.
233). Ceramica provine din faza finala a Primei Epoci a Fierului, in timp
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ce unele descoperiri indica existenta unei asezari din epoca bronzului, de
asemenea.

Gracane, situl lui Juzac

Situl Juzac este situat pe varful unui deal stdncos la nord de
izvorul RaSka, chiar deasupra manastirii Sopocani, in apropiere de satul
Gracane. Pozitia sitului este potrivitd pentru aparare, dar dificil de locuit.
Singurul acces se face dinspre nord. Sapaturile arheologice au confirmat o
stratigrafie complexa: doud orizonturi ale unor asezari preistorice, un fort
din Antichitatea tarzie si o necropola medievald de lungd durata. Al doilea
orizont preistoric, mai recent, apartine fortului din Prima Epoca a Fierului
si cuprindea ceramicd caracteristicd (de exemplu, ,,vase tip turban”),
precum si o fibula de bronz din schema timpurie La Téne, de tip Zagrade
(Fig. 6/7). Fortificatiile descoperite din Epoca Fierului erau din zidarie de
piatrda fara mortar si cu palisade, spatiu de intrare si o movila defensiva,
cu fragmente ceramice din Epoca Fierului in acoperamantul acestuia.
Partea de zid excavata a fost devastata si arsa. Asa au putut fi identificate
urmele de acoperire din piatrd, lut ars si palisade din lemn carbonizat
(Popovi¢ 1987, p. 115; [IpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 214-215).

Stratigrafia preistoricd din Juzac este similara cu situatia din
Gradina Ras din Postenje si Gradina Ras de langa PazariSte. Pozitia
cronologicd a asezarii din Epoca Fierului de la JuZac este confirmatd prin
descoperirea fibulei La Téne timpurie de tip Zagrade, care indica faza
Glasinac Vb, 350-250 1.Hr. (Jestuh 1996, p. 10). Luand in considerare
toate informatiile disponibile, a fost posibil sa se concluzioneze cd Juzac a
fost una dintre asezdrile de lungd durata din Epoca Fierului, cu potentialul
de a recunoaste cel putin doud etape de ocupare, plasate aproximativ in
secolele VII — inceputul secolului V si, respectiv, V-1V a. Chr.

Krnja Jela, situl lui Jerinin Gradpe de pe dealul Troian

Cetatea de la Jerinin Grad este amplasatd pe varful dealului
Troian, care constituie granita naturald intre doud unitati - lantul Jarut si
platoul Pester. Sapaturile arheologice au descoperit un strat cultural foarte
subtire, format din doud orizonturi. Orizontul preistoric dateaza din prima
epoca a fierului, in timp ce orizontul antic este atribuit perioadei
Antichitdtii tarzii (MBanmmesuh 1988b, p. 160; IIpemoBuh-Anekcuh
2014, p. 450-451). Slaba conservare a orizonturilor se observa in
fragmentarea ridicatd a ceramicii si in dificultatile de analiza tipologica a
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acesteia. O Intelegere a micului ansamblu ceramic i-a permis lui M. Jevti¢
(Jestuh 1996, p. 10) si il puni in legaturd cu materialul de la Saronjska
Gradina, Zlatni Kamen de pe muntele Rogozna si Kulina din Rogatac. V.
IvaniSevi¢ (MBanumenuh 1989, p. 11) a subliniat ca pozitia strategica
favorabila a sitului a fost ocupat pentru prima datd in preistorie, cand in
secolele VI si V a. Chr. spatiul a fost ocupat pentru prima data, fiind
fortificat cu palisadd, ale caror urme pot fi observate de la mare distanta
chiar si astazi.

Osaonica, situl de la Gradina

Pe varful dealului Gradina, care se 1naltd deasupra raului Osoja,
aproape de confluenta acestuia cu raul Ljudska, chiar de pe drumul Novi
Pazar-Sjenica, la aproximativ 20 km nord-vest de Novi Pazar, au fost
descoperite ramdsitele unei asezdri preistorice. Sdpaturile la scard mica
ale acestei fortificatii de piatra fara mortar partial conservat au fost
efectuate In 1984 si au confirmat existenta sa in preistorie. Stratul cultural
este subtire, fard urme de structuri de locuire. in afard de oase de animale
fragmentate, zgura de fier si rasnite de gresie, cele mai numeroase
descoperiri le-au reprezentat fragmentele ceramici. In ciuda faptului ca
descoperirea unui ac de cusut din bronz si a unei lamele de fier nu sunt
markere din punct de vedere cronologic, ele sunt recunoscute ca indicand
activitatile gospodaresti din Epoca Fierului (Jevti¢ si Pordevi¢ 1993, p.
28; IIpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 39-41). Deosebit de intrigant este un ac
decorativ din bronz de tip pseudo-cipriot, ale carui analogii au fost cautate
in zona culturii Glasinac si au indicat incadrarea cronologicd a
descoperirii in perioada cuprinsd intre a doua jumatate a secolului VI si
inceputul secolului V a. Chr. (Jevti¢ si Pordevi¢ 1993, p. 28, 38). Pe de
alta parte, datoritd arborelui ondulat si patrat al acului, o datare mai
timpurie este sugeratd de R. Vasi¢ (Vasi¢ 2003, p. 14). Datarea acestuia in
epoca bronzului este in concordantd cu observatia cd si in ansamblul
ceramic de la Osaonica se pot recunoaste cateva cioburi din epoca
bronzului, alaturi de materialul dominant din Prima Epoca a Fierului. In
general, ceramica este foarte fragmentata, lucratd manual, in mare parte
nedecoratd. Oale mari cu banda cu amprente sau incizii, boluri cu caneluri
sau manere si nervuri verticale, pahare si cupe semisferice cu un singur
maner pot fi recunoscute in repertoriul Primei Epoci a Fierului, cu
analogii regisite in materialul de la Sarski Kr$, Gradina Ras din Pazariste,
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Gradina Ras de langa Postenje si Juzac (Jevti¢ si Pordevi¢ 1993, p. 29,
38; [IpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 322).

PazariSte, situl de la Gradina Ras

La indltime, deasupra confluentei raurilor Sebecevo si Raska,
langa PazariSte, a fost descoperitd o fortificatie medievala, marcata ca
Gradina Ras (Fig. 2). Numeroase campanii arheologice au aratat ca
fortificatia medievala timpurie a fost construitd pe ramasitele unei
fortificatii preistorice din piatra. Situl nu este usor accesibil dinspre vest,
nord si est, in timp ce accesul dinspre sud este legat de dealul invecinat.
Partea interioard a fortului medieval (100 x 40 m) a fost explorata aproape
in Intregime, dar straturile preistorice detectate acolo au fost nestratificate.
Pe baza analizelor stilistico-tipologice ale ceramicii preistorice, poate fi
separat un strat de la sfarsitul eneoliticului si inceputul epocii bronzului ca
fiind cel mai vechi, iar un strat din epoca fierului ca fiind cel mai recent
(Jestuh 1992, p. 7; Ilpemouh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 220-221). Cu toate
acestea, unele obiective - gropi cu resturi de chirpic si seminte carbonizate
— indica existenta unor locuinte preistorice. Activitdtile gospodaresti
preistorice sunt confirmate si in suburbia fortificatd si Intr-o pestera din
apropiere (Popovi¢ 1999, p. 63). Spre deosebire de fortificatia propriu-
zisd, zona invecinatd a pastrat vestigii mai bine stratificate, Insd fara
obiecte definite (Popovi¢ 1999, p. 65).

Ceramica din Prima Epoca a Fierului este reprezentata de: boluri
de mica adancime, conice sau in forma de calotd cu buza evazata, canelata
sau fatetatd (Fig. 5/2-5), vase mai mici cu banda sub margine sau pe umar
(Fig. 5/7), vase mai mari cu gatul mai lung si evazat, canelat sau fatetat,
cupe mai mici in formd de calotd cu un singur maner cu protuberantd in
partea superioard (Fig. 5/1) etc. Pe ceramica se remarca si modele
geometrice incizate. Stratul cuprindea niste butoni mai mici in forma de
calota, cu un cerc pe partea interioara sau cu gauri pe margine (JeBruh
1992, p. 8). Singura descoperire metalicd din zona peri-urband este o
falera circulara din bronz cu cinci protuberante semiglobuloase pe partea
exterioard si doud cercuri pe partea interioard, corespunzand
harnasamentului de cal scitic specific pentru bazinul carpatic si in unele
regiuni din Slovenia (Popovi¢ 1999, p. 67). Cele cateva fragmente de
ceramica lucratda la roatd de culoare galben-maronie sunt foarte
importante. Ele au peretii mai grosi si inele orizontale din lac rosiatic.
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Fard indoiald, acestea au fost importate din unele ateliere din
nordul Greciei si pot fi datate in secolul VII si inceputul secolului VI
a.Chr. Descoperirile sporadice de ceramicd decoratd in stil Basarabi
apartin aceluiasi orizont. Ele apartin unei culori gri-maroniu-galbui
lustruite, cu gat conic mai lung, decorat cu motive stantate in forma de
,»S’, pozitionate orizontal, incadrate cu randuri de cordon fals (Fig. 5/6).
Motivele imprimate au fost umplute cu pasta alba. Cu exceptia Gradina
Ras, in zona Novi Pazar, ceramica decorata n stil Basarabi poate fi gasita
doar in tumulul din situl Livada kod dzamije din Melaje (JeBruh 1992, p.
8; Jevti¢ si Ljustina 2008, p. 43; [IpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 322).

Incadrarea cronologicd a orizontului din Epoca Fierului de la
Gradina Ras este faza tarzie a Primei Epoci a Fierului. Inceputul siu poate
fi plasat la sfarsitul secolului a VIII-lea a. Chr. si a durat pe parcursul
secolului al VI-lea a. Chr. Cronologia este confirmata de importuri, care
atesta legaturile avute atat cu regiunile grecesti de la sud, cat si cu zonele
de la nord, apartindnd Bazinului Carpatic (Popovi¢ 1999, p. 67).

Postenje, locul unde se afla Gradina Ras

Situl multistratificat de la Gradina Ras, langd Postenje, este situat
pe un deal conic, imediat deasupra drumului Raska-Novi Pazar, pe malul
stang al raului Raska. Sapaturile arheologice au aratat cd ocuparea sitului
a durat din preistorie, peste perioada Anticd tarzie si inceputul perioadei
bizantine, pana in epoca medievala. In timpul perioadei lungi de ocupatie,
fortareata si-a schimbat forma si dimensiunea, ajungand la dimensiunea
de 230 x 110 m 1n epoca medievala (Kamuh si Mpkobpazn 1986, p. 206).

La fel ca si in cazul Gradina Ras din PazariSte, stratul preistoric
din Postenje a dezviluit materiale din Eneoliticul tarziu si din Epoca
Bronzului timpuriu, precum si din faza tarzie a Primei Epoci a Fierului.
Alaturi de ceramica produsa local (boluri cu margini canelate sau fatetate,
pahare si cesti cu protuberante in partea superioara a manerelor), exista
fragmente de ceramicd lucratd la roatd, de provenientd greceasca. Un
fragment de perete de vas fin de culoare rosiatica, acoperit cu lac negru si
gros (Fig. 6/8), are o importantd deosebita. Este un vas din clasa Sfantului
Valentin, clasificat in grupa a VIl-a, care s-a mentinut in ultimul sfert al
secolului al V-lea a. Chr si inceputul secolului IV a. Chr. (ITapoBuh-
[Temukan 1992, p. 338).
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Rogatac, situl de la Kulina

Rogatac este un sat Tmprastiat pe versantii nordici ai Muntilor
Ninaja si Homar si pe un teren colinar, intre raul Ljudska si paraul
Rogacki. Prospectiunile arheologice, din 1979, au furnizat informatii
despre o serie de situri din jurul satului, cel mai important fiind cel de pe
platoul si pantele de deasupra confluentei dintre raul Ljudska si paraul
Rogacki. Zidurile de piatra fard mortar ale cetatii de pe deal din secolul al
Vl-lea p Chr. au urmat, partial, aceeasi linie ca si zidurile fortului din
Prima Epoca a Fierului. Stratul preistoric consta in ceramica realizata
manual si oase de animale. Ceramica este fin prelucrata si lustruita. Cele
mai expresive sunt: boluri putin adanci, cupe semiglobulare si vase cu
manere in forma de panglicd sau urechi (Cumuh 1987, p. 16). Aceasta
perspectiva preliminard asupra materialului indica paralele cu ceramica
din siturile invecinate de la Sarski Kr§ si Gradina din Osaonica. In
consecinta, atribuirea cronologicd a asezdrii este secolele V-IV a. Chr.
(ITpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 42).

Smolu¢a, pestera Smoluca

Satul Smoluca este situat la aproximativ 2,5 km de drumul Novi
Pazar-Tutin si de satul Crkvine. Pestera Smolu¢a se afla langa raul
Smoluca si a fost semnalatad pentru prima datd in descoperirile arheologice
in 1983, in timpul prospectiunilor de teren din comuna Tutin
(Kanmyheposuh 1985, p. 5; IlpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 301-302).
Straturile superioare au dezvaluit descoperiri de ceramica preistorica,
atribuita cronologic Eneoliticului tarziu si Primaei Epoci a Fierului.
Printre foarte putinele fragmente ceramice din Prima Epoca a Fierului se
recunosc fragmente de vase cu banda orizontala in relief pe umar (Fig.
3/8), amfore cu buza evazata si gat cilindric (Fig. 3/5), pahar canelat cu
nervurd verticala si lustruit negru (Fig. 3/6), pahar lustruit rosiatic cu linii
verticale incizate si randuri de adancituri circulare putin adanci (Fig. 3/7)
(Jertuh 1985, p. 23).Ceramica este prea fragmentard pentru a permite o
atribuire cronologicd si culturald mai precisd. Paharele cu caneluri
verticale reprezintd cele mai apropiate analogii in materialul din
fortificatiile de deal de la Gradina Ras de 1anga PazariSte si Juzac de langa
manastirea Sopoc¢ani, unde ceramica este datatd in secolul VI a. Chr,, la
fel ca si paharul cu lustru negru, conform analogiilor de la Melaje si
Pilatovi¢i. Caracterul sitului poate fi pus in legdtura cu adaposturi
sezoniere de scurtd duratd (Jestuh 1985, p. 25).
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Spuzani¢i, situl de la Velika Gradina

Deasupra raului Sebecevo, intre PazariSte si Sebefevo, pot fi
gasite ramasitele unui centru fortificat preistoric. Situl e cunoscut sub
numele de Velika Gradina (ITlpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 208). Se afla in
vatra satului Spuzani¢i, Insd in literatura de specialitate poate fi gasit sub
numele de Velika Gradina in SebeCevo (cf. Jevti¢ 1983a, p. 24 ). Situl
este legat de situl de la Gradina Ras, care se afld mai jos, la aproximativ
500 m spre nord. Proximitatea siturilor face posibila utilizarea unui singur
semn pe hartd pentru ambele (Fig. 1/14). In preistorie, fortificatiile au fost
strans legate intre ele, ceea ce a fost permis de o buna comunicare vizuala
si accesul relativ usor de la un sit la altul. Existenta sincrona a asezarilor
poate fi explicatd prin necesitatea de a controla in mod sincron valea
raurilor Raska si Sebecevo. Velika Gradina este slab conservata.
Sapaturile la scard mica din 1978 au aratat ca in partea centrald a sitului
existau doar resturi minuscule ale stratului cultural si ziduri de piatra
uscatd devastate pe versantul vestic (Jevti¢ 1983a, p. 24).

Velika Gradina a furnizat in principal vase ceramice grosiere,
apropiate de materialul de la Gradina Ras: boluri de mica adancime cu
buze evazate fatetate (Fig. 5/11), pahare cu gat cilindric mai lung si buza
aplatizata orizontal (Fig. 5/10), vase cu gura orizontald si benzi verticale
(Fig. 5/8, 9). Pe baza setului de ceramicad, M. Jevti¢ a definit-o pe Velika
Gradina ca pe o fortaretd dezvoltatd din Prima Epoca a Fierului (Jevti¢
1983a, p. 24). Cu toate acestea, unele descoperiri de ceramica au indicat si
prezenta unei asezari din epoca bronzului (Babovi¢ 1980b, p. 43).

Sare, locul unde se afli Sarski Krs

Situl Sarski Kr§ este situat in vecinatatea satului Sare. Masivul
stancos se afld intre Duga Poljana si versantii sudici ai muntelui Golija, pe
trecdtoarea Tnaltd dintre vaile raului Ljudska si rdului Vapa, cu afluentii
sdi. Prospectiunile arheologice au descoperit urme ale unei fortificatii din
perioada antica, care s-au suprapus peste o fortificatie preistorica. Cel mai
probabil, fortificatia preistorica a fost fortificatd cu ziduri de piatra,
acoperind aceeasi zona ca si cele antice. Cu toate acestea, urmele zidurilor
preistorice nu au fost confirmate (Jestuh 1983b, p. 19; Ilpemosuh-
Anexcuh 2014, p. 490-491).

Stratul cultural preistoric cuprindea un numar mare de fragmente
ceramice modelate fara roata olarului. Pietrele de rasnita fragmentate,
greutatile de tesut, fusaiolele sunt indicatoare ale diferitelor activitati
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gospodaresti. Ceramica este, in general, de buna calitate, lustruita si bine
arsa. Exista foarte putine fragmente de ceramica find, printre care trebuie
subliniatd o descoperire a unei cupe cu picior (Fig. 4/5). Este de culoare
brun-inchisa, lustruitd, cu doud manere in forma de panglica, produsa
dupad modelul grecesc. Cea mai mare parte a ceramicii este nedecorata si
poate fi atribuitd unor boluri in forma de calota (Fig. 4/2, 6), cupe cu o
singura toarta (Fig. 4/1) sau oale (Fig. 4/3, 4). Decorul rar consta in banda
si nervuri cu incizii sau amprente (Fig. 4/3, 4). M. Jevti¢ mentioneaza si
prezenta unor fragmente cu decor stantat (Jesruh 1983b, p. 19). Deoarece
regiunea Novi Pazar a furnizat pand acum foarte putine ceramica din
atelierele grecesti (Gradac langd Tutin este singura exceptie), analogiile
pentru materialul din Sarski Kr§ ar trebui cautate la vest, in bazinele Lim
si Drina superioard. Din aceastd regiune, in secolul al VI-lea a. Chr., au
patruns autarienii, lasand urme material, precum descoperirile culturii
Glasinac. Potrivit lui M. Jevti¢ (Jestuh 1983b, p. 19), analogiile pot fi
gasite si In ceramica din secolele V si IV din Bosnia centrala si vestica si
din zona mai largd a Balcanilor, ceea ce este util pentru atribuirea
cronologica a sitului.

Saronje, locul unde se afli Saronjska Gradina

Satul Saronje este situat pe versantul sudic al muntelui Rogozna.
Primele informatii despre sit au fost obtinute in urma prospectiunilor de
teren efectuate de echipa Institutului Arheologic din Belgrad, in 1951.
Ramasitele unei fortificatii pe varful dealului, deasupra zonei de formare
a raului Saronje, au fost documentate in timpul prospectiunilor din 1975.
Sapaturile la scara mica, efectuate in 1979, au furnizat informatii despre
existenta a doud orizonturi — preistoric si antichitate tarzie. Orizontul
preistoric continea fragmente ceramice (Fig. 4/7-12) si oase de animale
rare. Predominantd este ceramica neagra lustruitd, printre care se afla
fragmente de ,farfurii-turban” (Fig. 4/10). Elementele decorative sunt
rare, de ex. benzi cu amprente (Fig. 4/7). Materialul are analogii in
ceramica din straturile din Prima Epoca a Fierului de la Gradina Ras, de
langd Pazariste, Sarski Kr$ si Gradina din Osaonica, care au oferit baza
pentru atribuirea cronologicd a micii fortificatii din secolul al V-lea a.
Chr. (Kanuh si Ilonosuh, 1988, p. 53; Ilpemosuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 71-
72).
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Tutin, situl de la Gradac

Fortificatia preistorica de la Gradac a fost identificatd pentru
prima data in urma prospectiunilor de teren din 1981. Aceasta este situata
in imediata vecinatate a localitatii Tutin, la nord-est de oras, dominand
bazinul acestuia. Pozitia sitului permite un control vizual asupra rutelor
care duc spre platoul Pester. Situl are resturi de ziduri de piatra in jurul
marginii platoului stancos, care este accesibil doar dinspre est. Sectiunile
de verificare din incinta fortificatiei nu au scos la iveald nicio urma de
complexe. Ramasitele arheologice au constat exclusiv din artefacte
mobile: cioburi de ceramica, zgura, oase de animale, o singura fusaiold si
un cerc de bronz. Ceramica grosiera atipicd era dominantd. Ceramica
lucratd manual din Epoca Fierului este reprezentata de: boluri de mica
adancime cu buza ,turban”, pahare cu buza evazata si aplatizata, vase cu
picior. Decorul este rar, constand 1n bandd cu incizii sau amprente.
Interesant este faptul ca au existat cateva piese de ceramicd modelate la
roatd: un vas rosiatic profilat cu buzd evazata (Fig. 6/1), fragmente gri
dintr-un skyphoi (Fig. 6/2, 3), vase cu picior (Fig. 6/4), toarte (Fig. 6/5, 6)
(ITpemoruh-Anexcuh 1984, p. 7). Toate descoperirile sunt uniforme din
punct de vedere cronologic. Pe baza analogiilor din materialul de la
Belacevac si KrSevica, D. Premovi¢-Aleksi¢ (IIpemoBuh-Anexkcuh 1984,
p. 9; IIpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 413-414) fortificatia este datatd la
sfarsitul secolului al V-lea si inceputul secolului al IV-lea a. Chr. Cultura
materiald locala este in mare elenizata, ceea ce se poate observa in
materialul de la Gradac. Ceramica modelatd la roatd apartine productiei
locale dupa modele elenistice.

Tutin, situl de l]a Hum

Fortificatia de la Hum, fondatd in Prima Epoca a Fierului si
refacuta la inceputul perioadei bizantine, se caracterizeaza printr-o pozitie
strategicd extraordinard, pe rutele spre platourile PeSter si Tutin.
Fortificatiile din epoca fierului si din perioada bizantind nu se intindeau
pe aceeasi suprafatd, fapt confirmat de prezenta stratului din prima epoca
a fierului in afara spatiului aparat de zidurile bizantine (MBanumesuh
1988a, p. 9). Deoarece materialul nu este publicat in detaliu, nu este
posibil nici sa se ofere mai multe date despre caracteristicile materialului,
nici sa se ofere datari cronologice mai precise pentru sit.
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Zlatni Kamen, situl lui Kr§

Situl Kr§ din Zlatni Kamen se afla la 9 km la sud-est de Novi
Pazar, pe versantul vestic al muntelui Rogozna. Pe varful dealului care
coboard spre vest si valea raului Zlatna a fost explorata o fortificatie cu
straturi preistorice si din antichitatea tarzie. Acesta domind valea Novi
Pazar si, mai departe, pana la platoul PeSter si Muntele Golija
(MBanumesuh 1990, p. 12; [IpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 147-148). Dupa
ce a observat ceramica de la Zlatni Kamen, M. Jevi¢ ( Jesruh 1996, p. 10)
a identificat materialul ca fiind din epoca timpurie a fierului, cu analogii
in materialul de la Saronjska Gradina, Trojan, Kulina din Rogatac.

Spre o mai buna vizibilitate si intelegere a trecutului

Arheologii pot identifica, in termeni de organizare spatiala,
combinatii de factori care indicd organizarea comertului si a productiei,
structura sociald si complexitatea unei societati. Acestea se bazeaza pe
modele geografice, in ceea ce antropologii numesc ,,analiza regionald”, cu
scopul de a intelege functionarea economica si sociald a unei zone ca
intreg. Una dintre principalele intrebari care trebuie puse in legatura cu
orice societdti este cu privire la ce dovezi existd pentru centralizarea de
orice fel — concentrari de bogatie, populatie, industrie, comert, activitate
rituald, ceremoniala si culturald, tot ceea ce se poate numi activitati locale
centrale. La cel mai mic grad de organizare sociala, acest lucru poate sa
nu fie usor de identificat (Collis 2003, p. 20). In ceea ce priveste regiunea
Novi Pazar in Prima Epocd a Fierului, in afard de addpostul din pestera
Smoluca, toate celelalte situri de asezari inregistrate pot fi definite ca fiind
fortificatii mai mici. Asezarile se afld in pozitii cu accesibilitate restransa,
deasupra cursurilor raurilor sau In apropierea unor rute comerciale
importante sau a unor rascruci de drumuri. Fortificatiile de deal sunt
protejate de ziduri de piatrd fard mortar (Jetuh 1996, p. 9). O fortificatie
poate reprezenta un raspuns de grup la nevoia de aparare, poate chiar sa fi
avut o populatie permanenta in interiorul sau, dar nu Tnseamna neaparat ca
industria sau comertul erau desfasurate in interiorul ei, sau cd membrii de
elitd ai societatii erau rezidenti ai ei (Collis 2003, p. 21). Starea precara de
conservare a fortificatiillor de deal din zona Novi Pazar limiteaza
cunostintele noastre la identificarea descoperirilor mobile sensibile la o
anume perioada si culturd. Pand in prezent, nimic din analiza contextului
nu a indicat un centru mestesugdresc si/sau comercial, sau un centru de
resedintd al elitelor locale. Cu toate acestea, fragmente de piatra de
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rasnitd, greutdtile de razboi de tesut, fusaiole sau chiar zgura provenind
din diferite situri indicd diverse activitati de locuire.

Centrul de Explorari Arheologice al Facultatii de Filosofie din
Belgrad a efectuat sapaturi prin sectiuni de proba la doar doua fortificatii:
Sarski Kr§ si Osaonica, langa Duga Poljana. Ambele fortificatii colinare
au furnizat materiale de la sfarsitul Primei Epoci a Fierului, desi unele
descoperiri de la Sarski Kr§ pot indica Eneoliticul tarziu sau inceputul
Epocii Bronzului. Existenta a doud orizonturi din preistoria mai tarzie,
precum si similitudinea materialului din Prima Epocd a Fierului fac ca
Sarski Kr§ si fie apropiat stratigrafic de unele situri partial conservate sub
fundatiile unor fortificatii antice tarzii si medievale. Deosebit de
interesant este materialul din fortificatiile Gradina Ras, de 1anga Pazariste,
si Juzac, de langd Gracane, explorate In numeroase campanii de M.
Popovi¢, precum si descoperirile din fortificatia Gradina Ras din Postenje,
excavatd de D. Mrkobrad. Cel mai recent orizont preistoric din
fortificatiile de deal poate fi legat de faza finala a Primei Epoci a Fierului.
Similitudinea materialului lor indicd existenta sincrond a asezarilor, cel
putin pe parcursul unei perioade mai scurte. Cu toate acestea, formarea lor
si durata de ocupare nu sunt identice. Asezarea Gradina, de langa
PazariSte, are Iintdietate cronologica: materialul, in care ceramica
importata din atelierele din nordul Greciei cu caracteristici geometrice
tarzii si arhaice timpurii, joaca un rol foarte important, atribuit sfarsitului
secolului al VII-lea si secolului al VI-lea a. Chr. Ocupatia prelungita a
asezarii de la Gradina Ras, din Postenje si Juzac este indicatd prin
importul grecesc datat la sfarsitul secolului al V-lea si inceputul secolului
al IV-lea a.Chr., precum si de fibule cu arc de bronz de schema La Téne
timpurie, tip Zagrade, datate la faza Glasinac Vb (350-250 a. Chr.) (
Jesruh 1996, p. 10). Cercetarile la scard mica de la Velika Gradina, din
Spuzani¢i, langa SebeCevo, legatd de Gradina Ras de langa PazariSte
printr-o trecatoare in forma de sa, au furnizat ceramica din Prima Epoca a
Fierului similara cu materialul de la Gradina Ras. Merita mentionat faptul
ca o parte din ceramica de la Velika Gradina poate fi atribuitd Epocii
Bronzului, confirmand pozitia sa favorabila, atat pentru comunitatile din
epoca bronzului, cat si pentru cele din epoca fierului. In mod similar,
unele cioburi de ceramica din Prima Epocd a Fierului au fost colectate de
pe pantele dealului Gola¢ din Crnoca, in timp ce ceramica din din Epoca
Timpurie a Bronzului a fost gésitd sub resturi imprastiate de ziduri de
piatrd farda mortar in acelasi loc. Deoarece atdt Velika Gradina, cat si
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Gola¢, nu au o publicare finala, stratigrafia lor poate fi pusa doar cu
prudentd in legatura cu fortificatiile mentionate din Postenje, Pazariste,
Juzac etc. (cf. Jertuh 1996; Ljustina si Dmitrovi¢ 2021).

O cantitate modestd de informatii a fost obtinutd din asezdrile
preistorice descoperite in timpul sapaturilor din cetdtile antice tarzii si
medievale, cum ar fi Gradina din Saronje, pe versantul sudic al muntelui
Rogozna, Kulina din Rogatac si Hum de langa Tutin. Pe baza unor
informatii putine din rapoartele de sdpatura si a repertoriului de ceramica
disponibil, a fost posibil sa se identifice un orizont din Prima Epocd a
Fierului, farda posibilitati de atribuire cronologicdi mai precisa.
Descoperirile din situl de la Gradina din Crkvine sunt, de asemenea,
problematice. Sapaturile de sondare au scos la iveald un material atipic,
cel mai probabil din Prima Epoca a Fierului, desi nu poate fi exclusa
atribuirea sa la perioade ulterioare (ITonouh 1995, p. 74).

In jurul anului 700 a. Chr., zona mai larga a Novi Pazar, in primul
rand platoul Pester, a fost ocupata de noii veniti din vest, din bazinul Lim.
Inmormantirile din faza tarzie a Epocii Fierului dezvoltat, din partea de
est a platoului Pester, apartin complexului cultural mai larg Glasinac-
Mati. Necropolele tumulare din aceastd perioadd au servit, cel mai
probabil, drept locuri de Inmormantare pentru membrii tribului Autariatae
si pot fi gasite 1n siturile Latinsko Groblje din Glogovik, Graanska Polja
din Gracane, Novopazarska Banja, probabil Delimede etc. Descoperirile
de asezari din Prima Epocd a Fierului pot fi intelese In lumina acestor
concluzii. Interesante sunt fortificatiile din regiunea Novi Pazar - Gradina
Ras din Postenje, Gradina Ras de langa Pazariste, JuZac, Sarski Kr3,
Gradina din Osaonica si, probabil, Gradina din Saronje, Trojan, Zlatni
Kamen de pe muntele Rogozna, Kulina din Rogatac, Velika Gradina in
Spuzaniéi, langa Sebecevo, si Gola¢ in Crnoca - au un strat cultural din
Prima Epoca a Fierului, nu mai vechi decat momentul aparitiei n masa a
descoperirilor atribuite culturii Glasinac in necropolele locale (cf. JeBruh
1996; Ljustina si Cvijetic 2019; Ljustina si  Dmitrovi¢  2021).
Descoperirile sporadice de ceramicd decoratd in stil Basarabi de la
Pazariste, situl de la Gradina Ras, trebuie mentionate ca indicatori ai
conectivitatii cu nordul si nord-estul, vaile Ibarului si Moravei de Vest,
oferind cele mai importante rute.

Interesant este ca sapaturile arheologice din Gradac, langa Tutin,
efectuate de D. Premovi¢-Aleksi¢, au indicat prezenta unei mici
fortificatii de la sfarsitul Primei Epoci a Fierului, care difera de celelalte
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asezari din Prima Epoca a Fierului din zona printr-un procent mai mare de
ceramica modelatd la roatd, inspiratd de modelele grecesti si elenistice,
ceea ce reprezintd o buna confirmare a legdturilor cu sudul pe care
intreaga regiune le-a avut in timpul epocii fierului. Specificul sitului poate
fi un indiciu al schimbarii strategiei de locuire, cand noi locuri au fost mai
mult favorizate din motive asupra cdrora planeazd incd un semn de
intrebare.

Concluzii

Spre deosebire de necropolele bine explorate, siturile de asezari
din vestul Serbiei sunt pur si simplu subestimate. In cazul regiunii Novi
Pazar, cunostintele noastre se limiteazd la cateva fortificatii
multistratificate, a cdror secventd stratigraficd slab conservata cuprinde
materiale din Prima Epoca a Fierului, impreuna cu straturi din perioade
anterioare si ulterioare (LjuStina si Dmitrovi¢ 2021). Cu toate acestea,
confirmarea materiald a activitatilor gospodaresti poate fi tratatd ca o
marturie a strategiei specifice de locuire in aceastd perioada, deoarece
dezviluie unele fapte sub orice indoiala. In afara de adipostul din pestera
Smoluca, toate celelalte situri de asezari inregistrate pot fi definite ca fiind
fortificatii de deal, de dimensiuni modeste. Asezarile au fost construite in
pozitii atent alese, cu accesibilitate restransd, deasupra cursurilor de rau
sau 1n apropierea unor rute comerciale importante sau a unor rascruci de
drumuri. Fortificatiile de deal sunt protejate, in plus, de ziduri de piatra
uscata.

Starea precara de conservare a vestigiilor asezarii limiteaza
cunostintele noastre la identificarea descoperirilor mobile sensibile la
incadrari in perioade si culturi. Analiza stilistic-tipologicd si tipo-
cronologicd a pieselor descoperite a furnizat informatii conform carora
unele dintre situri au fost infiintate Inca din secolul al VII-lea a.Chr. si pot
fi legate, din punct de vedere cultural, de mediul cultural Glasinac.
Descoperirile sporadice de ceramicd decoratd in stil Basarabi de la
Pazariste, situl de la Gradina Ras, trebuie mentionate ca indicatori ai
conectivitatii cu nordul si nord-estul. Unele dintre asezari au trdit in
acelasi timp, cel putin pentru o perioada, altele poartd urme de ocupatie
prelungita in secolele V si IV a. Chr. Unele dintre situri au fost colonizate
mai tarziu, nu inainte de secolul al V-lea a.Chr. Importurile din lumea
greacd si elend au confirmat o buna conectivitate a regiunii cu sudul in
toata perioada secolelor VII-IV a. Chr.
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Pand in prezent, nimic din analiza de context nu a indicat un
centru mestesugaresc si/sau comercial, sau un loc de resedinta al elitelor
locale. Radmasitele arhitecturale indica obiective supraterane in interiorul
unui spatiu fortificat. in cazul Gradina Ras din Pazariste, unele complexe,
de exemplu gropi cu resturi de chirpic si seminte carbonizate, indica
existenta unor locuinte din preistoria ulterioard. Mai mult, activitdtile
gospodaresti preistorice sunt confirmate si in zona fortificatd periurbana
de la Ras si intr-o pestera din apropiere. Pe baza acestor fapte, se poate
presupune ca, cel putin, unele dintre fortificatiile colinare au avut si ele
zonele lor periferice de ocupatie. Oricat de modeste ar fi cunostintele
actuale despre asezarile din Prima Epoca a Fierului, resturile materiale au
potentialul de a ilumina aceasta secventd a trecutului in viitor. Analizele
detaliate si publicarea pieselor excavate, completate de noile sapaturi, ar
trebui sd devind primul si cel mai important pas in urmatoarea perioada de
cercetare. In consecinti, se va obtine o mai buni cunoastere a preistoriei
tarzii din regiune in randul expertilor in arheologie si, speram, al
publicului larg.

Traducerea in Romana: Alexandru Halbac
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Abstract. In contrast to the solidly grounded knowledge on the
mortuary practices of the First [ron Age populations in the region of Novi Pazar,
south-western Serbia, our picture about their everyday life, settlement strategies,
economy and connectivity is restricted to the partially excavated settlement sites,
the portable material from which is mostly unexplored. All registered First Iron
Age settlement sites can be defined as hillforts of modest size. The only
exception is the shelter in the Smoluca cave. The settlements were built in
positions with restricted accessibility, above river courses or in the vicinity of
important trade routes or crossroads. The hillforts are additionally protected by
drystone walls. They can be culturally connected to the Glasinac cultural milieu.
Architectural remains point to above-ground objects inside fortified space. In the
case of Gradina Ras in PazariSte, some objects, e.g. pits with remains of daub
and carbonized grains, are indicative of existence of dwellings from later
prehistory. Moreover, prehistoric settlement activities are confirmed in the
fortified suburbia of Ras. Based on these facts, it can be assumed that at least
some of the hillforts also had their suburban zones of occupation.

Introduction

The region of Novi Pazar, including the territory of the city of
Novi Pazar along with the Tutin and Sjenica municipalities, is situated in
the south-western corner of Serbia (Fig. 1). To the southeast of the region
are the Ibar valley and Rogozna Mountain, to the north and northwest are
the mountains Golija, Javor, Zlatar, to the west Jadovnik Mountain and
the Lim valley, and to the south are the mountains Zilindar and Mokra
Gora with the Ibar valley. Two plateaus — Sjenica and PeSter - are
between the mountains. The plateaus are divided by Giljeva Mountain
and the basins of Stavica and Novi Pazar. The territory is by all means
high mountainous zone, open to the north-east. A significant number of
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settlements is placed beyond the height of 1000m above sea level.
Research into climatology showed that the Sjenica-Pester plateau was the
coldest and snowiest region in Serbia. The territory is characterised by
temperate-continental and continental climate, despite proximity of the
Adriatic (138 km) and Aegean (375 km)(IIpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 7-8).
Valleys of important rivers provided good connectivity of the
region, which is rich in smaller river flows belonging to the Raska and
Ibar watershed. Those are potential routes through which the influence
from the south could have reached inhabitants of these valleys. On the
other hand, the wide Pester plateau offers completely different life
conditions. The PeSter plateau is sharply divided from the surrounding
zones by both its height and its geomorphological characteristics. It is an
area without forest, with average height 1100 — 1250m above sea level,
having characteristics of the karst and with very little water. It makes the
shortest connection between the Raska and Lim valleys, and in broad
sense between the Morava valley and the river Drina, i.e. between the
eastern and the western parts of the Central Balkans. There is shortage of
fertile soil, and the climate is not convenient for planting every sort of
cereals and fruits. Fortunately, pasture is very spacious and rich in grass
for grazing. Inside the Pester plateau, the best life conditions can be found
at Pestersko Polje and Kostam Polje — two troughs surrounded by hills
and relatively rich in water — which are inhabited with high density even
today, as it was the case in the past (Ljustina and Cvijeti¢ 2019, p. 83).
Significance of the region in the mediaeval times, as the core of
the early Serbian state, has been recognised and mediaeval sites and
monuments have been explored and protected. In confirmation to the
statement goes the fact that the first site in Serbia to be added to the
UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites was Stari Ras and Sopocani, an
impressive group of medieval monuments consisting of fortresses,
churches and monasteries in the vicinity of Novi Pazar, inscribed at the
3™ UNESCO session in 1979. In contrast to the mediaeval period, local
prehistory remained almost invisible. However, comprehensive reviews
on the prehistory (Jestuh 1996) and generally archaeological heritage
(ITpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014) provided a solid base to claim that later
prehistoric periods in the region were dynamic and with a significant
number of sites enlightening funerary practices and settlement strategies.
It must be emphasized that tumular necropolises, along with the site of
church of St. Peter and Paul in Ras comprising the First Iron Age princely
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tomb as a point of interest, has been attracting more attention (cf. Ljustina
and Cvijeti¢ 2019; Dmitrovi¢ and Ljustina 2021 with references) in
comparison with hillfort sites, from which only a modest number of
pottery sherds indicated existence of settlements from later prehistory.

First Iron Age settlements in Novi Pazar region — an overview

In contrast to the solidly grounded knowledge on the mortuary
practices of the First Iron Age populations, our picture about their
everyday life, settlement strategies, economy and connectivity is
restricted to the partially excavated settlement sites, the portable material
from which is mostly unexplored. Still, collecting all available pieces of
information on the settlements (Fig. 1/13-24) made it possible to form at
least general idea of processes of settling during the 1* millennium BC.

Crkvine, the site of Gradina in Leskovik

During the field prospection conducted by the Archaeological
Institute from Belgrade and Municipal Museum from Novi Pazar in 1981,
the site of Gradina in Crkvine, above the confluence of the Smoluca river
and Metalicki stream, revealed traces of fortification. In 1984, sondage
excavations of the inner part of the fort resulted with a thin cultural layer
with atypical hand-made pottery. There is a possibility that the pottery is
from the First Iron Age and consequently the need to mention the site
with potential of being a First Iron Age fort (IIpemoBuh-Anekcuh 2014, p.
292), despite the fact that M. Popovi¢ (ITormouh 1995, p. 74) tended to its
attribution to later periods.

Crnoca, the site of Golaé-Stolovi

Drystone masonry was discovered on the Gola¢ hill in the course
of field prospection of Crnoca vicinity, at the beginning of KoStam polje
of the PeSter plateau. Cultural layer of the site Gola¢-Stolovi was
completely washed away, which is indicated by pottery finds at the
bottom of the hill, bellow the hillfort. The coarse ware consisted of:
shallow conical bowls (Fig. 3/2), beakers with longer neck and
horizontally flattened rim (Fig 3/3), pots with plastic ribbons with
imprints (Fig 3/1, 4)(Jevti¢ 1983a, p. 24; IIpemoBuh-Anexkcuh 2014, p.
233). The pottery is from final phase of the First Iron Age, while some
finds indicate existence of a Bronze Age settlement, too.
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Gracane, the site of JuZac

The site of Juzac is situated on the top of a rocky hill to the north
of the Raska spring, directly above the Sopo¢ani monastery, near the
village of Gracane. The position of the site is suitable for defence but
difficult to settle. The only access is from the north. Archaeological
excavations confirmed complex stratigraphy: two prehistoric settlement
horizons, a Late Antique fort and a long-term mediaeval necropolis. The
second, younger prehistoric horizon belonged to the First Iron Age
hillfort, and comprised characteristic pottery (e. g. “turban dishes™) as
well as a bronze fibula of Early La Téne scheme, of the Zagrade type
(Fig. 6/7). The discovered Iron Age fortifications were of drystone
masonry and with additional palisades, entrance space and defensive
tumulus, with Iron Age pottery sherds in its cover. The part of the
excavated wall was devastated and burnt. That is how the traces of stone
cover, burnt clay and carbonized palisades could be identified (Popovi¢
1987, p. 115; IlpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 214-215).

Prehistoric stratigraphy of Juzac is similar to the situation in
Gradina Ras in Postenje and Gradina Ras near Pazariste. Chronological
position of the Iron Age settlement at Juzac is confirmed by the find of
the Early La Téne fibula of Zagrade type, which is indicative of the phase
Glasinac Vb, 350-250 BC (Jesruh 1996, p. 10). Having taken in
consideration all available pieces of information, it was possible to
conclude that JuZac was one of long-lived Iron Age settlements, with
potential to recognise at least two phases of occupation, roughly placed in
the 7-beginning of 5™ and 5-4™ centuries respectively.

Krnja Jela, the site of Jerinin Grad on the Trojan hill

The fort at the site of Jerinin Grad is placed on the top of the
Trojan hill which makes the natural border between two units — the Jarut
range and the PeSter plateau. Archaeological excavations discovered a
very thin cultural layer, consisting of two horizons. The prehistoric
horizon is from the First Iron Age, while the antique horizon is attributed
to the Late Antique period (MBanumesuh 1988b, p. 160; IIpemosuh-
Anexcuh 2014, p. 450-451). Poor preservation of the horizons mirrors in
high fragmentation of pottery and difficulties in its typological analysis.
Insight into the tiny ceramic assemblage enabled M. Jevti¢ (JeTuh 1996,
p. 10) to connect it with the material from Saronjska Gradina, Zlatni
Kamen at Rogozna Mountain and Kulina in Rogatac. V. Ivanisevi¢
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(MBanumesuh 1989, p. 11) emphasized that favourable strategic position
of the site was recognised already in prehistory, when in the 6" and 5™
centuries BC the space was occupied for the first time and got its palisade
fortifications, the remains of which can be noticed from a great distance
even today.

Osaonica, the site of Gradina

Remains of a prehistoric settlement have been detected on the top
of the hill Gradina which rises above the Osoja river, near its confluence
with the Ljudska river, right from the road Novi Pazar-Sjenica, some
20km to the north-west from Novi Pazar. Small-scale excavation of this
partially preserved drystone hillfort were carried out in 1984 and
confirmed its existence in prehistory. Cultural layer is thin, without traces
of dwelling architecture. Aside from fragmented animal bones, iron slag
and sandstone querns, the most numerous finds were pottery fragments.
Despite the finds of a bronze sewing needle and an iron blade are not
chronologically sensitive, they are recognized as indicative of the Iron
Age settlement activities (Jevti¢c and Pordevi¢ 1993, p. 28; IIpemoBuh-
Anexcuh 2014, p. 39-41). Particularly intriguing is a bronze decorative
pin of Pseudo-Cypriot type, the analogies of which were sought in the
Glasinac culture zone and indicated chronological position of the find in
the period from the second half of the 6™ to the beginning of the 5"
century BC (Jevti¢ and Pordevi¢ 1993, p. 28, 38). On the other hand, due
to the pin’s wavy and square shaft, an earlier date is suggested by R.
Vasi¢ (Vasi¢ 2003, p. 14). Dating it at the Bronze Age is in accordance
with the note that even in the ceramic assemblage from Osaonica one can
recognize some Bronze Age sherds along with dominant First Iron Age
material. Generally speaking, the pottery is very fragmented, hand-made,
mostly undecorated. Large pots with plastic ribbons with imprints or
incisions, bowls with channelling or lugs and vertical ribs, beakers and
hemispherical one-handled cups can be recognized in the First Iron Age
repertoire, with close analogies in the material from Sarski Kr§, Gradina
Ras in PazariSte, Gradina Ras near Postenje and JuZac (Jevti¢ and
DPordevi¢ 1993, p. 29, 38; IIpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 39-41).

PazariSte, the site of Gradina Ras
High above the confluence of the rivers Sebecevo and Raska, near
PazariSte, a mediaeval fortification, marked as Gradina Ras, has been
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discovered (Fig. 2). Numerous archaeological campaigns showed that the
early mediaeval fortification was built on the remnants of a prehistoric
drystone hillfort. The site is not easily accessible from the west, north and
east, while the access from the south is connected with the neighbouring
hill. Inner part of the mediaeval fort (100 x 40m) was explored almost
entirely, but the prehistoric layers were detected unstratified there. Based
on the stylistic-typological analyses of the prehistoric pottery, a layer
from the end of Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age can be separated as the
older, and an Iron Age layer as the younger (Jestmh 1992, p. 7,
[TpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 220-221). However, some objects — pits
with remains of daub and carbonized grains - point to existence of
prehistoric dwellings. Prehistoric settlement activities are confirmed in
the fortified suburbia and a nearby cave, too (Popovi¢ 1999, p. 63).
Unlike the hillfort itself, the suburbia preserved better stratified remains,
however without defined objects (Popovi¢ 1999, p. 65).

Pottery from the First Iron Age is represented by: shallow, conical
or calotte-shaped bowls with inverted, channelled or faceted rim (Fig. 5/2-
5), smaller pots with plastic ribbons below the rim or on the shoulder
(Fig. 5/7), larger vessels with longer neck and everted, widely channelled
or faceted rim, smaller calotte-shaped cups with one handle with
protuberance on the top (Fig. 5/1) etc. Incised geometric patterns are
noted on pottery, too. The layer comprised some smaller calotte-shaped
buttons, with a hoop on the inner side or with holes on the edge (JeBTuh
1992, p. 8). The only metal find from the suburban zone is a circular
bronze phalera with five semi-globular protuberances on the outer side
and two hoops on the inner side, corresponding the Scythian horse
harness frequent in the Carpathian basin and some regions in Slovenia
(Popovi¢ 1999, p. 67). The few fragments of yellow-brownish wheel-
thrown ware are of great importance. They have thicker walls and
horizontal sheaves of reddish varnish. They were undoubtedly imported
from some of northern Greek workshops and can be dated at the 7" and
beginning of 6™ century BC. Sporadic finds of pottery decorated in
Basarabi style belong to the same horizon. They belong to a polished
grey-brownish colour, with longer conical neck, decorated with
horizontally positioned stamped “S” motifs, framed with rows of false
cord (Fig. 5/6). The imprinted motifs were filled with white paste. Except
for the Gradina Ras, in the Novi Pazar area pottery decorated in the
Basarabi style can be found only in the tumulus at the site Livada kod
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dzamije in Melaje (Jertuh 1992, p. §; Jevti¢ and Ljustina 2008, p. 43;
[IpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 322).

Chronological position of the Iron Age horizon in Gradina Ras is
the later phase of the First Iron Age. Its beginning can be put into the end
of the 7" century BC and it lasted during the 6™ century BC. The
chronology is supported by the imports, which testify on connections with
both the Greek regions to the south and the zones to the north, belonging
to the Carpathian basin (Popovi¢ 1999, p. 67).

Postenje, the site of Gradina Ras

The multi-layered site of Gradina Ras near Postenje is situated in
the conical hill immediately above the road Raska-Novi Pazar, on the left
bank of the Raska river. Archaeological excavations showed that the
occupation of the site lasted from prehistory, over the Late Antique and
early Byzantine period, to the mediaeval times. During the long period of
occupation, the hillfort has been changing its shape and size, and reached
the dimensions 230 x 110m in the mediaeval times (Kamuh and
MpxoOpan 1986, p. 206).

Just like in the case of Gradina Ras in PazariSte, the prehistoric
layer in Postenje revealed material from the Late Eneolithic and Early
Bronze Age, and the late phase of the First Iron Age. Along the locally
produced pottery (bowls with channeled or faceted rims, beakers and cups
with protuberances on the top of the handles), there are fragments of
wheel-thrown pottery, of Greek provenance. A rim fragment of fine
reddish vase, covered with black and thick varnish (Fig. 6/8) is of
particular importance. It is a vase of the Saint Valentin class, classified in
the group VII, which lasted in the last forth of the 5™ and beginning of the
4™ century BC (ITaposuh-Ilemmkan 1992, p. 338).

Rogatac, the site of Kulina

Rogatac is a village dispersed on the northern slopes of Ninaja and
Homar Mountains and hilly terrain between the Ljudska river and
Rogacki stream. Archaeological prospection in 1979 provided
information on a number of sites around the village, most important being
the one on the plateau and slopes above the confluence of the the Ljudska
river and Rogacki stream. Drystone walls of the hillfort from the 6"
century AD partially followed the same line as the walls of the First Iron
Age fort. Prehistoric layer consists of hand-made pottery and animal
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bones. The pottery is finely manufactured and polished. The most
instructive are: shallow bowls, semiglobular cups and pots with ribbon-
shaped handles or lugs (Cumuh 1987, p. 16). This preliminary insight into
the material points to the parallels with the pottery from the neighbouring
sites of Sarski Kr§ and Gradina in Osaonica. Consequently, chronological
attribution of the settlement is the 5-4" centuries BC (ITpemoBuh-
Anexcuh 2014, p. 42).

Smoluéa, the Smoluca cave

The village of Smoluca is situated some 2,5km from the road Novi
Pazar-Tutin and the village of Crkvine. The Smolu¢a cave is by the
Smoluéa river and was firstly noted in archaeological evidence in 1983,
while field prospection of the Tutin municipality (Kamnyheposuh 1985, p.
5; IlpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 301-302). The uppermost layers revealed
findings of prehistoric pottery, chronologically attributed to the Late
Eneolithic and First Iron Age. Among very few First Iron Age pottery,
fragments of pots with horizontal plastic ribbon on the shoulder (Fig. 3/8),
amphorae with everted slanting rim and cylindrical neck (Fig. 3/5), black-
polished channelled beaker with vertical rib (Fig. 3/6), reddish-polished
beaker with incised vertical lines and rows of shallow circular dents (Fig.
3/7), can be recognized (Jestmh 1985, p. 23). The pottery is too
fragmented to enable more precise chronological and cultural attribution.
The beakers with vertical channelling have the closest analogies in the
material from the hillforts in Gradina Ras near Pazariste and Juzac near
the monastery of Sopoéani, where the pottery is dated at the 6™ century
BC, just like the black-polished beaker according to analogies from
Melaje and Pilatovi¢i. The character of the site can be connected with
short-term seasonal shelters (Jestuh 1985, p. 25).

SpuZzanidi, the site of Velika Gradina

High above the Sebecevo river, between Pazariste and Sebecevo,
remains of a prehistoric hillfort can be found. The site in known as Velika
Gradina (ITpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 208). It is inside the territory of
the village Spuzaniéi, however in the literature it can be found under the
name Velika Gradina in Sebecevo (cf. Jevti¢ 1983a, p. 24). The site is
connected with the site of Gradina Ras, which is below, some 500m to the
north. Proximity of the sites makes it possible to use one mark for both of
them on the map (Fig. 1/14). The hillforts were closely connected in
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prehistory, which was enabled by good visual communication and
relatively easy access from one site to another. Synchronous existence of
the settlements can be explained by the need to synchronously control the
valley of the RaSka and Sebecevo rivers. Velika Gradina is poorly
preserved. Small-scale excavations in 1978 showed that in the central part
of the site there were only tiny remains of cultural layer, and devastated
drystone walls on the western slope (Jevti¢ 1983a, p. 24).

Velika Gradina provided mainly coarse ware, close to the material
from Gradina Ras: shallow bowls with faceted inverted rims (Fig. 5/11),
beakers with longer cylindrical neck and horizontally flattened rim (Fig.
5/10), pots with horizontal and vertical plastic ribbons (Fig. 5/8, 9). Based
on the pottery set, M. Jevti¢ defined Velika Gradina as a hillfort from
developed First Iron Age (Jevti¢ 1983a, p. 24). However, some pottery
finds indicated presence of a Bronze Age settlement, too (Babovi¢ 1980b,
p. 43).

Sare, the site of Sarski Kr

The site of Sarski Krs is situated in the vicinity of the Sare village.
The rocky massive is between Duga Poljana and southern slopes of Golija
Mountain, on the elevated pass between the valleys of the Ljudska river
and the Vapa river, with its tributaries. Archaeological prospection
discovered remains of fortifications from the Antique period, which
overlaid a prehistoric hillfort. The prehistoric hillfort was most probably
fortified with drystone walls, covering the same zone as the antique ones.
However, the remnants of the prehistoric walls have not been confirmed
(Jertuh 1983b, p. 19; IIpemoBuh-Anexkcuh 2014, p. 490-491).

Prehistoric cultural layer comprised large number of ceramic
sherds manufactured without potter’s wheel. Fragmented quern stones,
loom weights, spindle whorls are indicative of various settlement
activities. Pottery is generally of good quality of manufacture, polished
and well fired. There are very few fragments of fine ware, among which a
find of pedestal cup (Fig. 4/5) should be emphasized. It is black-brownish
in colour, polished, with two ribbon-shaped handles, manufactured on the
Greek model. Most of the pottery is undecorated and can be attributed to
calotte-shaped bowls (Fig. 4/2, 6), one-handled cups (Fig. 4/1) or pots
(Fig. 4/3, 4). Scarce decoration consists of plastic ribbons and ribs with
incisions or imprints (Fig. 4/3, 4). M. Jevti¢ (Jestuh 1983b, p. 19) also
mentions presence of fragments with stamped decoration. Since the
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region of Novi Pazar has provided very few ceramics from Greek
workshops (Gradac near Tutin is the only exception) so far, analogies for
the material from Sarski Kr§ should be sought to the west, in the Lim and
upper Drina basins. From that region during the 6" century BC the
Autariatae penetrated, leaving the material traces as the finds of the
Glasinac culture. According to M. Jevti¢ (Jeprmh 1983b, p. 19), the
analogies can be also found in the 5™ and 4™ centuries pottery from
central and western Bosnia and wider Balkan zone, which is useful for
chronological attribution of the site.

Saronje, the site of Saronjska Gradina

The village of Saronje is situated on the southern slopes of
Rogozna Mountain. The first information about the site came from the
field prospection performed by the team of the Archaeological Institute,
Belgrade, in 1951. Remains of a fort on the peak of the hill above the
zone of formation of the Saronje river were documented during
prospection in 1975. Small-scale excavations, conducted in 1979,
provided information about existence of two horizons — prehistoric and
Later Antique. The prehistoric horizon contained fragmented pottery (Fig.
4/7-12) and scarce animal bones. Dominant is black-polished ware,
among which there are fragments of “turban-dishes” (Fig. 4/10).
Decorative elements are rare, e. g. plastic ribbons with imprints (Fig. 4/7).
The material has close parallels in the pottery from the First Iron Age
layers in Gradina Ras near Pazariste, Sarski Kr§ and Gradina in Osaonica,
which provided basis for chronological attribution of the small hillfort to
the 5™ century BC (Kamuh and Ilomosuh, 1988, p. 53; IIpemosuh-
Anexcuh 2014, p. 71-72).

Tutin, the site of Gradac

Prehistoric hillfort at the site of Gradac was first recognised by the
field prospection in 1981. It is situated in the immediate vicinity of Tutin,
to the north-east from the town, dominating its basin. Position of the site
enables visual control over routes towards the PeSter plateau. The site has
remains of drystone walls around the edge of rocky plateau, which is
accessible only from the east. Trial trenches at the inner part of the fort
did not reveal any trace of objects. Archaeological remains consisted
exclusively of portable artefacts: pottery sherds, slag, animal bones, a
single spindle whorl and a bronze hoop. Atypical coarse ware was
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dominant. The hand-made Iron Age pottery is represented by: shallow
bowls with “turban” rim, beakers with everted and flattened rim, pedestal
vessels. Decoration is scarce, consisting of plastic ribbons with incisions
or imprints. Interestingly, there was some wheel-thrown ware: a reddish
vessel with profiled everted rim (Fig. 6/1) and some grey sherds of
skyphoi (Fig. 6/2, 3), pedestal vessels (Fig. 6/4), handles (Fig. 6/5,
6)(ITpemoBuh-Anexkcuh 1984, p. 7). All of the finds are chronologically
unified. Based on the analogies in the material from Bela¢evac and
Krsevica D. Premovi¢-Aleksi¢ (IlpemoBuh-Anexcuh 1984, p. 9;
[TpemoBuh-Anexcuh 2014, p. 413-414) dates the hillfort at the end of the
5™ and the beginning of the 4™ century BC. The local material culture is
widely Hellenised, which can be seen in the material from Gradac. The
wheel-thrown pottery belongs to local production on Hellenistic models.

Tutin, the site of Hum

The fort at Hum, founded in the First Iron Age and renovated in
the early Byzantine period, is characterized by an extraordinary strategic
position, on the routes towards the PeSter and Tutin plateaus.
Fortifications from the Iron Age and Byzantine period did not stretch over
the same area, which is confirmed by presence of the First [ron Age layer
outside the space defended by the Byzantine walls (HBanumesuh 1988a,
p- 9). Since the material is not published in detail, it is neither possible to
provide more data on the characteristics of the material, not to give more
precise chronological determinants for the site.

Zlatni Kamen, the site of Kr§

The site of Kr§ in Zlatni Kamen is 9km to the south-east from
Novi Pazar, on the western slopes of Rogozna Mountain. A fort with
prehistoric and Late Antique layers was explored on the top of the hill
which goes down to the west and the Zlatna river valley. It dominates the
Novi Pazar valley and further to the PeSter plateau and Golija Mountain
(MBanmmesuh 1990, p. 12; I[Ipemosuh-Anekcuh 2014, p. 147-148).
Having observed the pottery from Zlatni Kamen, M. Jevi¢ (Jestuh 1996,
p. 10) recognized the material from the Early Iron Age, with analogies in
the material from Saronjska Gradina, Trojan, Kulina in Rogatac.

Towards better visibility and comprehension of the past
Archaeologists can identify, in terms of spatial organisation,
combinations of factors indicative of organisation of trade and production,
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social structure and complexity of a society. They are based on
geographical models, in what anthropologists term ‘regional analysis’,
aiming to comprehand the economic and social functioning of an area as a
whole. One of the main questions to ask of any society is what evidence is
there for centralisation of any sort-concentrations of wealth, population,
industry, trade, ritual, ceremonial and cultural activity, everything that can
be termed central-place activities. At the lowest level of social
organisation this may not be easy to identify (Collis 2003, p. 20). When
dealing with the Novi Pazar region in the First Iron Age, aside from the
shelter in the Smoluca cave, all other registered settlement sites can be
defined as smaller hillforts. The settlements were built in positions with
restricted accessibility, above river courses or in the vicinity of important
trade routes or crossroads. The hillforts are protected by drystone walls
(Jestuh 1996, p. 9). A hillfort can represent a group response to the need
for defence, it may even have had a permanent population within it, but it
does not necessarily mean that industry or trade were centred in it, or that
the elite members of society were resident within it (Collis 2003, p. 21).
Poor state of preservation of the hillforts in the Novi Pazar area limits our
knowledge to identification of period- and culture-sensitive portable
finds. So far, nothing in context analysis has indicated a craft and/or trade
centre, or a residential place of local elites. However, fragmented quern
stones, loom weights, spindle whorls, or even slag originating from
different sites are indicative of various settlement activities.

The Centre for Archaeological Exploration of Faculty of
Philosophy in Belgrade conducted trial trench excavations at only two
hillforts: Sarski Kr§ and Osaonica near Duga Poljana. Both of the hillforts
provided material from the end of the First Iron Age, although some finds
from Sarski Kr§ can be indicative of the Late Eneolithic or Early Bronze
Age. Existence of two horizons from later prehistory, as well as similarity
of the First Iron Age material make Sarski Kr§ stratigraphically close to
some sites partially preserved below foundations of Late Antique and
Mediaeval forts. Particularly interesting is the material from the hillforts
Gradina Ras near PazariSte and Juzac near Gracane, explored in numerous
campaigns by M. Popovi¢, as well as the finds from the hillfort Gradina
Ras in Postenje, excavated by D. Mrkobrad. The latest prehistoric horizon
from the hillforts can be connected to the final phase of the First Iron
Age. Similarity of their material indicates synchronous existence of the
settlements, at least during a shorter period. However, their formation and
duration of occupation are not the same. The settlement Gradina near
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PazariSte has chronological primacy: the material, in which imported
pottery from northern Greek workshops with Late Geometric and Early
Archaic characteristics plays a very important role, attributes it to the end
of the 7" and 6™ century BC. Prolonged occupation of the settlement in
Gradina Ras in Postenje and JuZac is indicated by the Greek import dated
at the end of the 5™ and beginning of the 4™ century BC, as well as bronze
arc fibula of Early La Tene scheme, Zagrade type, dated at the phase
Glasinac Vb (350-250 BC) (Jertuh 1996, p. 10). Small-scale research of
Velika Gradina in SpuZzani¢i near Sebecevo, connected with Gradina Ras
near PazariSte by a saddle-shaped pass, provided First Iron Age pottery
similar to the material from Gradina Ras. It is worth mentioning that some
pottery from Velika Gradina can be attributed to the Bronze Age,
confirming its favourable position for both the Bronze and Iron Age
communities. Similarly, some First Iron Age pottery sherds were
collected from the slopes of the Golac¢ hill in Crnoca, while Early Bronze
Age pottery was found below scattered remains of drystone walls at the
same site. Since both Velika Gradina and Gola¢ lack final publication,
their stratigraphy can only cautiously be put in connection with the
mentioned hillforts in Postenje, PazariSte, Juzac etc. (cf. Jerruh 1996;
Ljustina and Dmitrovi¢ 2021).

A modest amount of information came from the prehistoric
settlements discovered during the excavations of Late Antique and
Mediaeval forts, such as Gradina in Saronje on the southern slopes of
Rogozna Mountain, Kulina in Rogatac and Hum near Tutin. Based on
scarce pieces of information from the excavation reports and available
pottery repertoire, it was possible to single out a First Iron Age horizon,
without possibilities for more precise chronological attribution. The finds
from the site of Gradina in Crkvine is also problematic. Sondage
excavations revealed atypical material, most probably from the First Iron
Age, although its attribution to later periods cannot be excluded
(ITomoBuh 1995, p. 74).

Around 700 BC the wider zone of Novi Pazar, the Pester plateau
in the first instance, was flooded by the newcomers from the West, from
the Lim basin. Burials from the older phase of the developed Iron Age
from the eastern part of the PesSter plateau belong to the broader cultural
complex Glasinac-Mati. Tumular necropolises from this period most
probably served as burial grounds for the members of the Autariatae tribe,
and can be found at the sites of Latinsko Groblje in Glogovik, Gracanska
Polja in Gracane, Novopazarska Banja, probably Delimede etc.
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Settlement finds from the First Iron Age can be comprehended in the light
of these conclusions. Interestingly, the hillforts in the Novi Pazar region -
Gradina Ras in Postenje, Gradina Ras near Pazariste, Juzac, Sarski Kr§,
Gradina in Osaonica, and probably Gradina in Saronje, Trojan, Zlatni
Kamen on Rogozna Mountain, Kulina in Rogatac, Velika Gradina in
Spuzani¢i near Sebecevo and Gola¢ in Crnoca - have cultural layer of the
First Iron Age, not older than the time of mass occurrence of the finds
attributed to the Glasinac culture in the local necropolises (cf. Jerruh
1996; Ljustina and Cvijeti¢c 2019; LjuStina and Dmitrovi¢ 2021).
Sporadic finds of pottery decorated in Basarabi style from Pazariste, the
site of Gradina Ras, should be mentioned as indicators of connectivity
with the north and north-east, the valleys of Ibar and West Morava
providing the most important routes.

Interestingly, archaeological excavations in Gradac near Tutin
conducted by D. Premovi¢-Aleksi¢ were indicative of presence of a small
hillfort from the end of the First Iron Age, which differs from the other
First Iron Age settlements in the area in greater percentage of wheel-
thrown pottery, inspired by the Greek and Hellenistic models, which is a
good confirmation of connections with the south the whole region had
during the Iron Age. The specificity of the site can be indicative of
changed settlement strategy, when new places became more favoured for
the reasons over which the question mark is still hanging.

Conclusions

In contrast to the well explored necropolises, settlement sites in
western Serbia are merely underestimated. In the case of the Novi Pazar
region, our knowledge is restricted to some multi-layered hillfort sites,
whose poorly preserved stratigraphical sequence comprises First [ron Age
material along with strata from earlier and later periods (Ljustina and
Dmitrovi¢ 2021). However, the material confirmation of settlement
activities can be treated as a testimony to the specific settlement strategy
during the period, since it reveals some facts under no doubt. Aside from
the shelter in the Smoluca cave, all other registered settlement sites can be
defined as hillforts of modest size. The settlements were built in carefully
chosen positions with restricted accessibility, above river courses or in the
vicinity of important trade routes or crossroads. The hillforts are
additionally protected by drystone walls.

Poor state of preservation of the settlement remains limits our
knowledge to identification of period — and culture-sensitive portable
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finds. Stylistic-typological and typo-chronological analysis of the finds
provided information that some of the sites had been established as early
as the 7" century BC and can be culturally tied to the Glasinac cultural
milieu. Sporadic finds of pottery decorated in Basarabi style from
Pazariste, the site of Gradina Ras, should be mentioned as indicators of
connectivity with the north and north-east. Some of the settlements were
living contemporaneously at least for a }ﬁeriod, some bear traces of
prolonged occupation during the 5™ and 4™ centuries BC. Some of the
sites were settled later, not prior to the 5™ century BC. Imports from the
Greek and Hellenistic world confirmed good connectivity of the region
with the south throughout the period 7-4" ¢. BC.

So far, nothing in context analysis has indicated a craft and/or
trade centre, or a residential place of local elites. Architectural remains
point to above-ground objects inside fortified space. In the case of
Gradina Ras in PazariSte, some objects, e.g. pits with remains of daub and
carbonized grains, are indicative of existence of dwellings from later
prehistory. Moreover, prehistoric settlement activities are confirmed in
the fortified suburbia of Ras and in a nearby cave, too. Based on these
facts, it can be assumed that at least some of the hillforts also had their
suburban zones of occupation.

No matter how modest current knowledge on the First Iron Age
settlements is, the material remains do have potential to enlighten this
sequence of the past in the future. Detailed analyses and publication of the
excavated finds, supplemented by new excavations, should become the
first and most important step during the next research period.
Consequently, better visibility of later prehistory of the region will be
achieved among archaeological experts and hopefully the general public.

Marija Ljustina

University of Belgrade, Faculty of Philosophy,
Department of Archaeology
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Fig. 1 - Harta cu siturile de asezari din Epoca Fierului din sud-vestul Serbiei:/Map with
Iron Age settlement sites in southwestern Serbia: 1 - Trijeska; 2 - Groblje in Brusnica; 3
- Jerinin grad in G.Crnuéa; 4 - Sokolica in Ostra; 5 - Sengoljska gradina in Rasna; 6 -
Zivanic¢a put in Baluga; 7 - Liska Cava in Lis; 8 - Gradina in Grab (Jelica); 9 - Gradina
in Vugkovica; 10 - Greblje in Mazi¢i; 11 - Rastovlje in Celice; 12 - Pljosna stijena in
Radoinja; 13 - Sarski Kr3 in Sare; 14 - Gradina Ras in Pazariste; 15 - garonjska Gradina
in Saronje; 16 - Gradina in Osaonica; 17 - Kulina in Rogatac; 18 - Jerinin Grad on the
Trojan hill in Krnja Jela; 19 - Golaé¢-Stolovi in Crnoca; 20 - Smoluca cave in Smoluca;
21 - Gradac in Tutin; 22 - K18 in Zlatni Kamen; 23 - Juzac in Graéane; 24 - Gradina Ras
in Postenje; 25 - Iznad Luke in Konarevo; 26 - Crkvine in Kovanluk (modified after
Ljustina and Dmitrovi¢ 2021)
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Fig. 2 - Pazariste, situl de la Gradina Ras, vedere dinspre nord-est
(foto: V. Ljustina) / Pazariste, the site of Gradina Ras, view from north-east
(photo: V. Ljustina)
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Fig. 3 - Ceramica din Epoca Fierului din: Crnoca, situl Gola¢-Stolovi (1-4) (dupa Jevti¢
1983a); si Smoluca, pestera Smoluca (7-8) (dupa Jestuh 1985) / Iron Age pottery from:
Crnoca, the site of Golac¢-Stolovi (1-4) (after Jevti¢ 1983a); and Smoluca, the Smoluéa
cave (7-8) (after Jestuh 1985)
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Fig. 4 - Ceramica din Epoca Fierului din: Sare, situl Sarski Kr§ (1-6) (dupa Jerruh
1983b); si Saronje, situl Saronjska Gradina (7-12)(dupa Kalih si ITonosuh 1988) / Iron
Age pottery from: Sare, the site of Sarski Kr§ (1-6) (after Jertuh 19836); and Saronje,
the site of Saronjska Gradina (7-12) (after Kanuh and ITorosuh 1988)



40 Marija Ljustina

Fig. 5 - Ceramica din Epoca Fierului de la: PazariSte, situl Gradina Ras (1-7) (dupa
Popovi¢ 1999); si Spuzaniéi, langd Sebecevo, locul unde se afla Velika Gradina (8-11)
(dupa Jevti¢ 1983a) / Iron Age pottery from: Pazariste, the site of Gradina Ras (1-7)
(after Popovi¢ 1999); and Spuzanici near Sebecevo, the site of Velika Gradina (8-11)
(after Jevti¢ 1983a)
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Fig. 6 - Ceramica din Epoca Fierului de la Tutin, situl de la Gradac (1-6) (dupa Premovi-
Alexi 1984); fibula de bronz de la Gracane, situl de la Juzac (7) (dupa Popovi¢ 1987); un
fragment de vas din clasa Sfantul Valentin din Postenje, situl Gradina Ras (8) (dupa
Parovic 1992) / Iron Age pottery from Tutin, the site of Gradac (1-6) (after IlpemoBuh-
Anekcuh 1984); bronze fibula from Gracéane, the site of Juzac (7) (after Popovi¢ 1987); a
fragment of vase of the Saint Valentin class from Postenje, the site of Gradina Ras (8)
(after [TapoBuh-Ilemkan 1992)





