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crynua. Ha 3anany je 6una npunpara, IOAUTHYTa HCTOBPEMEHO Ca IIPKBOM.

APXHUTEKTOHCKE OJITMKE U (PparMeHTH KHUBOIMKCA KOjU cBeroue o ymehy
MajcTopa M BHCOKMM YMETHHYKHUM BPEJHOCTHMA HETrOBOT Jiesa, 3acaja
IIpe/ICTaB/bajy HAjIOy3IaHUjU OCIOHAI 32 JaTOBAME LPKBE Y CPEAUHY WIH
y Tpehy yerBpTHHY 14. Beka. OTBOpEHO je nMHTame MPBOOUTHE HAMEHE, Kao
W KTUTOpA OBE LIPKBE, KOja je 110 CBOjHM KapaKTepHCcTHKaMa Olvka Biaaap-
CKUM HEro BJIACTEOCKUM 3a/ykOMHama Tor BpemeHna. OJIroBopy Ha MUTama
KaJia je IpKBa cTpajaia, a IoToM U HajBehuM JenoM mormyHo pasrpaleHa,
Kao ¥ Ka/1a je OTIIOYETO ca caxparHBambeM HaJl FhbeHUM pyIIeBHHaMa, Takohe
YeKajy HacTaBaK NCTPaKHBAIbA.
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MAXILLARY FIRST MOLAR FROM THE LATE PLEISTOCENE
OF PESTURINA CAVE: THE FIRST NEANDERTHAL FROM
SERBIA

Pesturina Cave, located in JelaSnica Gorge, southwest of the city of Nis,
has yielded several Pleistocene layers with Middle and Upper Paleolithic
artifacts. A permanent maxillary first molar (Pes-3) was recovered from
stratigraphic Layer 4b with an estimated age of 102.4 + 3.2 ka, associated
with Mousterian artifacts. The specimen is well preserved with minimal wear.
We performed comparative non-metric and metric (2D and 3D) analyses of
the crown, roots, and dental tissues in order to assess its taxonomic affiliation.
The results strongly support the identification of Pes-3 as Neanderthal, thus
confirming the presence of Neanderthals in the territory of Serbia.
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