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EFFICIENCY AND EQUITY OF EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 
IN EUROPEAN EDUCATIONAL POLICIES 

Abstract  
The paper deals with the relatedness of the dimensions of efficiency and 
equity of the educational systems in the educational policies in the countries 
of the European Union. Can we speak about their complementation or are 

they necessarily in opposition to each other in the conditions of modern market economy? 
The educational policies were analysed from the aspect of human capital in which the 
effects of investment in education are regarded in the context of the life cycle of the 
individual. Empirical studies indicate to a tendency that the effects of investing in education 
decrease during the life cycle. The highest effects are for children of the earliest age from 
the families of lower socio-economic status. Hence, in well conceptualized policies, it can 
be said that efficiency and equity are complementary at the level of early education. On 
further levels, especially in high and adult education efficiency and equity become more 
and more opposed to each other. The European experiences show that the earlier efficient 
and just education is provided in primary education the better it will be, in this respect, at 
all subsequent educational levels. 

Keywords: educational policies in Europe, educational systems, investing in 
education, efficiency, equity.
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