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LIFE ASPIRATIONS AS MUSICAL PREFERENCE FACTORS 
AMONG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Abst ract  
The importance of the role of music in upbringing, education and formation 
of value systems of the young was recognized by early classical thinkers, 
while contemporary authors demonstrate that devoted listeners of particular 

types of music share particular attitudes and values, even particular philosophy of life. 
Moreover, music is one of the most significant contents that fill the leisure time of the young 
today. The basic idea of this paper is to determine the relatedness between generalized 
personal and social aims (of which eighteen are listed), and listening to different music 
genres. The sample comprised 2 426 high school students from several regions of Serbia. 
A concise descriptive analysis and the structure of music preference factors are followed 
by the analysis of the relatedness between musical preferences and acceptance of personal 
and social aims in the central part of the paper. The results show that nowadays there are 
no clear divisions among the young regarding the type of music they prefer, and that, fre-
quently, inclination towards a particular musical genre does not exclude liking other, even 
completely different genres. Perhaps, reasons for this can be found in current redefining of 
musical genres and their intertwinement. Nevertheless, the fact that there is some justifica-
tion for the assumption that the type of music a person prefers to listen to is related to some 
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personal and social values should not be neglected. Wider social circumstances that might 
have affected the results of the research are discussed at the end of the paper.

Keywords: aims, music, the young, values, upbringing.
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-
-

- -
-
 

- -

 3.41 4.44 2.01 4.01** 3.80 3.41 3.77* 2.30 3.95

3.43 4.41 2.05 3.71 3.79 3.39 3.64 2.64** 3.93

 
 3.24 4.30 1.99 3.62 3.73 3.28 3.59 2.62** 3.77

3.53** 4.50** 2.07 3.95** 3.83* 3.47** 3.75** 2.44 4.04**

 3.41 4.39 2.05 3.71 3.75 3.42 3.63 2.63** 3.87

3.44 4.45 2.02 3.93** 3.84 3.37 3.74* 2.39 3.99**

 3.35 4.38 1.97 3.85 3.83 3.37 3.56 2.47 3.91

3.48** 4.45 2.08* 3.81 3.77 3.41 3.78** 2.53 3.95

 3.42 4.44** 2.01 3.79 3.79 3.37 3.68 2.52 3.94

3.47 4.30 2.21** 4.02** 3.85 3.58** 3.75 2.45 3.93

 3.44 4.43 2.04 3.80 3.80 3.41 3.67 2.54** 3.94

3.29 4.40 2.03 4.04** 3.76 3.26 3.87* 2.19 3.91

-
-
 

/
-

-
 
-

- -  

 3.66 4.30 4.26 4.15** 3.96 3.18* 4.30 2.38 3.75

3.81** 4.42** 4.35* 4.01 3.92 3.06 4.26 2.60** 3.86*

 
 3.71 4.25 4.30 3.97 3.83 3.03 4.16 2.57 3.74

3.78 4.45** 4.33 4.12** 4.00** 3.15* 4.35** 2.48 3.87*

 3.85** 4.37 4.34 3.99 3.91 3.08 4.25 2.66** 3.89*

3.67 4.38 4.30 4.14** 3.96 3.12 4.30 2.38 3.76

 3.82 4.34 4.23 4.04 3.80 3.08 4.25 2.44 3.81

3.71 4.40 4.38** 4.09 4.03** 3.12 4.30 2.57* 3.83

 3.77 4.39 4.33 4.03 3.95 3.08 4.27 2.52 3.81

3.69 4.28 4.26 4.30** 3.84 3.26* 4.31 2.48 3.91

 3.79** 4.39* 4.33 4.06 3.93 3.09 4.27 2.52 3.85**

3.41 4.25 4.22 4.16 3.98 3.22 4.39 2.42 3.58

 *       0.05,   **     0.01.
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 3.25** 3.75** 4.23** 3.48 4.14** 4.29* 4.39 3.97 3.85*

3.06 3.46 4.08 3.64** 4.01 4.19 4.43 3.94 3.74

 3.03 3.43 4.01 3.65* 3.98 4.19 4.37 3.90 3.72

3.20** 3.66** 4.22** 3.53 4.11** 4.25 4.45* 3.99 3.82*
 3.01 3.45 4.03 3.62 3.98 4.15 4.40 3.90 3.75

3.25** 3.69** 4.24** 3.54 4.14** 4.30** 4.44 4.00* 3.82
 3.12 3.56 4.13 4.60** 4.05 4.21 4.43 3.96 3.78

3.21 3.70 4.18 4.35 4.20* 4.37* 4.35 3.92 3.79
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-

 3.90 3.35 2.85 3.77 3.61 4.28 4.11** 4.32 3.27

4.01* 3.49* 2.93 3.73 3.57 4.22 3.87 4.30 3.35

 3.91 3.38 2.91 3.76 3.48 4.18 3.86 4.23 3.37

4.00 3.48 2.89 3.73 3.64** 4.28* 4.02** 4.36** 3.29
 3.96 3.50* 2.95 3.71 3.52 4.15 3.82 4.25 3.34

3.97 3.38 2.85 3.77 3.64* 4.32** 4.09** 4.36** 3.30
 3.98* 3.47** 2.91* 3.75 3.58 4.24 3.94 4.31 3.34

3.80 3.13 2.71 3.71 3.64 4.25 4.12* 4.33 3.15

 *       0.05,   **     0.01.
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