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IN-SERVICE TEACHER TRAINING CONCEPT IN SERBIA - BETWEEN 
THE PROCLAIMED AND HIDDEN MODELS

Abst ract  
In-service teacher training is a very important factor for increasing the qual-
ity of the education system and without its reform there can be no efficient 
reform of education. The concept of in-service teacher training is defined 

in the Bases of Education and Upbringing Act, but besides legal documents and frame-
work, practical realization of the concept is of utmost importance. The paper analyses 
the Catalogue of the Programme of In-service Educational Cadre Training in the Repub-
lic of Serbia, the official document from which teachers select in-service teacher-training 
courses for personal development and this represents the level of operativity of the adopted 
educational policy in the domain of enhancing the quality of teachers� work. In our study 
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we applied the semantic analysis technique which included the following: the composition 
of the entire document, the programme categories, the parameters of separate courses and 
their logical consistency. The results of the analysis show that besides the fact that in our 
country we do have a valid legal framework for in-service teacher training, its realization 
does not correspond to the concept of professional teacher development (PTD), namely, 
the Catalogue is not followed by a clear, complete, consistent and plan-guided system of 
teacher training. Further, the Catalogue offers no assistance to teachers how to select 
courses and make their personal profile of professional development that will suit their 
personal professional needs and/or the needs of the school they work in, which should be 
one of the Catalogue�s basic functions.

Keywords: in-service teacher training, professional teacher development, teaching 
process enhancement, learning.
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