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Sekcije Oral sessions

To examine the number of listed attributes in the object attributes naming test, one-way ANOVA
with levels of categorization as a within-participant factor was conducted. As expected, a main effect
of levels of categorization was revealed (F = 35.26, df = 1,46, p < 001, n2 = 0.61). Sidak post-hoc test
showed that more attributes were produced on the basic level (M = 7.1, SD = 2.70), compared to
superordinate (M = 5.82, SD = 2.55) and subordinate level (M = 5.49, SD = 2.29).

To examine the number of produced answers considering different divergent thinking components
in the Alternative Uses Task, four one-way ANOVAs with levels of categorization as within-participant
factors were conducted. There was a significant main effect of categorization level only for the
originality component of divergent thinking (F = 3.33, df = 1,46, p < .05, N2 = 0.13). Sidak post-hoc test
revealed higher originality on subordinate level (M =1.15, SD = 1.64) compared to superordinate level
(M =0.83,SD =1.1).

Finally, RAT test showed a positive correlation with originality on superordinate (r = .29, p < .05) and
subordinate level (r = .38, p < .01), elaboration on superordinate (r = .40, p < .01) and basic level (r =
.32, p < .05). There was a significant negative correlation of RAT test score with subordinate fluency
(r = .32, p < .05). The correlations between RAT test scores and performance in object attributes
naming task did not reach significance level.

To conclude, the absence of categorization level effect for three out of four components of
divergent thinking implies that different cognitive processes are used in Alternative Uses Task to
which the superiority of basic level categorization can not be generalized.

Keywords: levels of categorization, divergent thinking, object attributes naming task

Darinka Andelkovi¢®, Mirjana Miric®

Laboratory for Experimental Psychology and Institute of Psychology, Faculty of Philososphy, University of
Belgrade, Serbia

®Institute for Balkan Studies, Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Belgrade, Serbia

Email: dandjelk@f.bg.ac.rs
Neologisms in early Serbian child language

The occurrence of neologisms in a child’s spontaneous language production is an indicator of
important developmental processes. It reveals that a child: a. recognizes a meaning as appertaining
to a certain class of words, b. wields some knowledge on structural regularities in her mother
tongue, c. uses the regularities in her efforts of a new word formation. Neologisms reveal the
connection between the form and function at a moment of its emergence. Innovative solutions that
a child opts for display the regularities known to a child, and features of grammar that are still
missing in the system at the moment of a word composition.

103



Sekcije Oral sessions

The study aimed at an exploration of instances of verbal neologisms in the Serbian Corpus of Early
Child Language (SCECL). The transcripts of spontaneous language production of 8 children
longitudinally recorded at 16 age levels (18-48 months) were searched for verbs and innovative
verbal forms. Their prevalence at different age levels was explored, as well as structural regularities
that can be found in word formation. An approximate estimation was made that 2.8% of all children’s
word types in the corpus are neologisms. In addition, 6.8% of all verbal types are neologisms, which
reveals that verbs are particularly fruitful ground for innovative word formation in Serbian. Verbal
neologisms exhibit a large variety of occurrence across age levels and between individual children.
Some examples are prone to appear in the language of different children, and their total frequency
in the corpus reach 20 (e.g. ho¢em, moZem, bide). Others are rare (2 or 3 incidences only in the
production of one child). The largest number of neologisms are hapaxes (freq = 1).

An exploration of their derivational and inflectional properties revealed 3 major kinds of regularities
in their formation:

a. Morphological overgeneralization: adding of an inappropriate inflectional suffix to a verb root
guided by analogy with the suffixes appropriate for some other class of verbs (hoem/ ho¢am
instead of hoc¢u, moZzem/ mogam instead of mogu, ljubaju instead of ljube). The verbs susceptible to
this kind of innovation deviate from the verb paradigm in Serbian language and their suffixes are less
frequent than the overgeneralized suffixes.

b. Overgeneralization of a stem of another verbal form of the same verb: The morphological
paradigm of the newly formed verb obeys typical inflectional suffixes for a particular verb form, but
the deviation happens at the stem level (donesti instead of doneti, uzmo instead of uzeo).

¢. Change in derivational word formation: The change in prefixation and/or suffixation (klju¢aj
instead of zakljucaj, crtavati instead of crtati, zapravim instead of pravim).

The results indicate that neologism formation in Serbian appears to be highly developed, and follows
several formation patterns, which suggests that given types of neologisms should not be treated as
mere production errors, but rather a typical step in language development.
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Out of sight, out of mind: Prompting to rethink in a base-rate task

Research in the field of reasoning has mainly been based on the dual-process approach. Type 1
processes are intuitive while Type 2 processes are analytical. Recent research shows prompting
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