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COHORT V CALLAECORUM LUCENSIUM AND THE
GARRISON OF THE KOSMA] MINES’

This paper is focused on the history of the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium
and its sojourn in Moesia Superior during the second century AD. The regiment
garrisoned Pannonia (since the time of Nero) and Pannonia Superior (since
the divison of the province in 106 AD). Epigraphic evidence suggests that the
cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was stationed on Kosmaj some time during
the second century AD. This conclusion is based on an altar found at the site
of Suvodol. The regiment’s prefect C. Gellius Exoratus dedicated it to Jupiter
Capitolinus. It seems that the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium garrisoned the
mining district of Kosmaj during Trajan’s Dacian campaigns. Its transfer from
Pannonia should be regarded as one of the measures aiming to protect the vital
mineral resources of Moesia Superior. A similar step is attested in the southern
reaches of the province. At the time of the Dacian wars, Trajan entrusted the
defence of the eastern parts of the Dardanian mines to the detachment of the
cohort I Hispanorum veterana quartered at Stobi in Macedonia.

" This study is part of the project City Life in Antiquity: The Expansion of Cities and Urban Civi-
lization in the Balkans and the Neighbouring Areas from the Hellenistic to the Late Roman Peri-
od (Ipagcku »ueoii y aniliuyy: excilausuja ipagosa u ypbare yusunuszayuje na banxany u y
cycegHuM 06n1aCTRUMA 0g XeNeHUCTHUUKOT go Ho3HO pumckoi tiepuoga) (No 177005) supported by
the Ministry of Education Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia.

The following abbreviations were used in the text and in the list of references:
AE = Lannée épigraphique

CIL = Corpus inscriptionum Latinarum

ILS = H. Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinae selectae

IMS = Inscriptions de la Mésie Supérieure

RE = Realencyclopddie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft

RIU = Die romische Inschriften Ungarns

RMD = Roman Military Diplomas
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Key words: cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium, Pannonia, Moesia Superior, Kosmaj
mines, Trajan’s Dacian campaigns.

Klju¢ne reci: kohorta V Callaecorum Lucensium, Panonija, Gornja Mezija,
Kosmajski rudnici, Trajanovi dacki ratovi.

Economic prosperity of the Roman provinces in the central and western
parts of the Balkan Peninsula was based primarily on their rich mineral reso-
urces. One of the vital mining districts was situated in the northwest of Moesia
Superior. The vast imperial domain comprised the argentiferous lead mines on
the mountains of Kosmaj, Rudnik, and Avala. Exploitation of the rich mineral
deposits in this area started as early as the last decades of the first century AD
and lasted well into the fourth century AD.!

Kosmaj has yielded a fair number of inscriptions testifying to the presen-
ce of military units, charged with the task of protecting the mines. One altar,
dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus, seems to be of particular importance, since it
provides data on the early garrison. It was discovered near Guberevac, on the
site of Suvodol, situated approximately seven kilometres to the southwest of
Sopot. The inscription runs as follows:

I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo) / C. Gellius / Exoratus / praef(ectus) coh(ortis)
/ 'V Lucens(ium) / v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) l(aetus) m(erito).?

One C. Gellius Exoratus, commander of the cohort V Lucensium, dedi-
cated the altar to Jupiter Capitolinus. Judging by its palaeographic features, the
monument should be dated to the second century AD. The following letters are
frequently found in second century inscriptions from Moesia Superior:

- G ending with the vertical upward stroke and a horizontal serif;
— L with the horizontal stroke of medium length, ending with the slanted
serif;
- M with the vertical first and fourth strokes and the second and third
strokes converging at the bottom of the line;
- S with equal upper and lower halves;
- V with the straight diagonal strokes of equal length.’

1 On the mines of Kosmaj, Rudnik and Avala in general see: Dusani¢ 1976, 95 sqq.; Dusani¢
1977, 77 sqq.; Hirt 2010, 59 sq.

2IMS 1 98. For the find spot see: Von Premerstein-Vuli¢ 1900, 161, n° 60; Bynmuh-®oun
IIpemepuiTaju 1900, 42, n° 60.

3 Ilerposuh 1975, 114-120. The same dating is proposed by Von Premerstein—Vuli¢ 1900, 161,
n° 60.
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It seems certain that the unit, styled cohors V Lucensium, should be iden-
tified with the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium, which garrisoned Pannonia
since Nero’s reign. The regiment is labelled cohors V' Lucensium on an altar
from its fortress of Crumerum, dedicated to Neptune and the Nymphs for the
welfare of an emperor.* Since his name is given as M. Aurelius Augustus, one
must consider M. Aurelius, Commodus, Caracalla and Elagabalus. Consequ-
ently, the altar should be dated to the second half of the second century AD
or to the second decade of the third century AD.” The abridged name coh(ors)
V Luc(ensium) is also attested on stamped bricks from Crumerum and Geru-
lata.® Furthermore, in an early military diploma, issued in 60 AD, the name
of the unit is given as cohors V Lucensium et Callaecorum.” One might add
that the similar nomenclature is attested in the case of another regiment raised
among the Callaeci and Lucenses. The cohort IV Callaecorum Lucensium, whi-
ch garrisoned Syria since the last decades of the first century AD, is styled IV
Lucensium on two inscriptions. The first one, discovered in the Syrian Beroia, is
dated to the reign of Trajan.® The second is a well-known building inscription
from the colony of Byllis in Macedonia, recording the construction of the road
from Byllis to Astaciae and the bridge on the river Argyas, financed by the
equestrian officer Marcus Valerius Lollianus. It was inscribed shortly after 165
AD.? Bearing in mind the adduced evidence, the cohort V Lucensium attested
on Kosmaj is identical to the Pannonian cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium.

First, let us recapitulate briefly the history of the regiment. It garrisoned
Pannonia during the second half of the first century AD. A military diploma
issued in 60 AD provides the earliest testimony. Although the name of the
province is given as Illyricum, the bronze pertains to the garrison of Illyricum
Inferius, known as Pannonia from the reign of the Flavian dynasty. All the co-
horts listed in the document, with the exception of I Asturum Callaecorum and
[ Hispanorum, later belonged to the Pannonian army.'® The cohort V Callaeco-
rum Lucensium is attested as part of the provincial garrison in diplomas issued
in 84 and 85 AD as well."" The exact location of its fortress has not yet been

4 RIU 751.

5 Fitz 1993, 838 sq., n° 510 dated the altar to the reign of Marcus Aurelius. Lérincz 2001, 243,
n° 284 has opted for Caracalla’s reign. Mommsen, CIL III 3662 considered Commodus or
Elagabalus.

6 Crumerum: AE 2010, 1254. Gerulata: Lérincz 2001, 243, n° 286.

7 CIL XV1 4.

8 Jarry 1985, 114.

9 CIL III 600=14203/35=ILS 2724. For the dating see: Emig-Haensch 2012, 466. For the identi-
fication of the unit see: Roxan 1972, 246 sq.; Dabrowa 1979, 236.

10 CIL XV 4.

11 CIL XVI 30, 31.
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determined. It has been sought at Gerulata, the first auxiliary castellum down-
stream from Carnuntum, and in the area of Sirmium. As it was mentioned
earlier, Gerulata has yielded stamped bricks of the unit. Dated to the time of
Domitian or to the beginning of Trajan’s reign, they are considered as eviden-
ce that the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was the first auxiliary regiment
to garrison the fortress.' Hungarian scholars believed that the early fortress
of the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was located in the area of Sirmium.
Bricks with the stamp CVC, interpreted as c(ohors) V C(allaecorum), were dis-
covered in Sremska Mitrovica."” Both assumptions concerning the site of the
unit’s fortress should be accepted with a considerable amount of caution. Their
plausibility is questionable for several reasons. First, stamped bricks should not
be taken as absolute proof of the presence of any military regiment (legion, ala
or cohort) in a specific fortress. They could have been transported from some
other site, even from another province, and used as building material. For in-
stance, stamped bricks of the cohort I Aelia milliaria sagittaria equitata, which
garrisoned the castellum at Klosterneuburg, have been discovered in various
forts in Pannonia Superior and Noricum.'* Considering Gerulata, one must
emphasize that the epigraphic evidence strongly suggests that the ala Canna-
nefatium civium Romanorum was stationed in the fortress from the time of its
construction under Domitian. The funerary stele of the horseman Flavius Atti-
us, found at the site, was erected at the end of the first century AD, presumably
under Domitian or Nerva.'” Reflecting on the area of Sirmium, one should
point out that the stamps on the bricks from Sremska Mitrovica could be in-
terpreted in different ways. They might be read as coh(ortis) V G(allorum),' or
even c(ohortis) (II) A(sturum et) C(allaecorum),” the former possibility being
less likely. Bearing in mind the adduced evidence, it seems improbable that the
cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was stationed in Gerulata or in the region
of Sirmium during the second half of the first century AD. Unfortunately, ava-
ilable epigraphic evidence does not provide any clues concerning the location
of its fortress.

12 Varsik 1996, 583 sqq. Lérincz 2001, 243, n° 286 has dated the bricks to the second or third
century AD.

13 Szilégyi 1933, 91, n° 46a; Mdcsy 1962, 622.

14 Lorincz 2001, 283, n® 424: Vindobona, Ala Nova, Carnuntum, Gerulata, Quadrata, Arrabona,
Pama, Neusiedl am See, Bruck a. d. Leitha in Pannonia; Mauer an der Url in Noricum.

15 CIL 111 4391. For its dating, see: Holder 1980, 268, n° 203; Lérincz 2001, 179, n° 70. For the
construction of Gerulata, see: Wilkes 2005, 198.

16 Cf. Lérincz 2001, 246, n° 297.

17 Milosevi¢ 1971, 105 and 111, n° 40, 41.
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After the division of Pannonia in 106 AD, the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-
censium belonged to the army of Pannonia Superior. Its name appears regularly
on second century diplomas, the earliest one having been issued in 112 AD."®
Judging by available epigraphic evidence, the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium
garrisoned the fortress of Crumerum, in the area controlled from the legionary
camp of Brigetio. Its presence there is attested from the end of the second cen-
tury AD. Precise chronological data is supplied by an inscription on the base
of a statue of Septimius Severus. The regiment has erected it when the emperor
held the tribunicia potestas for the sixth time, i. e. between December 10, 197
and December 9, 198 AD." Although the earliest testimony from Crumerum
dates from the reign of Septimius Severus, modern scholars believe that the
cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium garrisoned the fortress since the division of
Pannonia.”” According to Alf6ldy, the regiment possibly defended it as early as
Domitian’s wars against the Quadi, Marcomanni and Sarmatae (89-92 AD).*!
While these assumptions seem plausible, they must be accepted with a certain
amount of caution. The presence of the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium in
Crumerum at the beginning of the second century AD or even during the
last decades of the first century AD is yet to be corroborated by epigraphic
evidence.

To return to the altar of C. Gellius Exoratus. It implies that the cohort V
Callaecorum Lucensium or its detachment defended the Kosmaj mines some
time during the second century AD. According to Vuli¢ and von Premerstein,
the regiment garrisoned the mines between 166 and 169 AD. It was transferred
from Pannonia Superior along with the cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum, because
of the menace posed by the Quadi and the Marcomanni.”* Dusani¢, who stated
that there is no solid ground to believe that the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-
censium had been relocated to Kosmaj with the cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum,
contested this assumption. During the Marcomannic wars of Marcus Aurelius
two auxiliary units — the cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum (probably between ca.
167 and 169 AD) and the cohort II Aurelia nova (from its creation ca. 169 AD)
— protected the mining district. Consequently, the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-

18 RMD 223 (112 AD). See also RMD 86 (113 AD); CIL XVI 76, 77 (133 AD); RMD 150 (134
AD); CIL XVI 178 (146 AD), 96 (148 AD), 97 (149 AD), 104 (154 AD); RMD 176 (160 AD),
62 (163 AD), 290 (ca. 160/164 AD).

19 CIL 11T 3664=10602=RIU 749.

20 Alfoldy 1959, 123; Visy 1986, 498 sqq.; Lérincz 2001, 86, 103; Wilkes 2005, 200.

21 Alfoldy, 1959, 123.

22 Von Premerstein-Vuli¢ 1900, 153; Bynuh-®on ITpemepiuraju 1900, 38. Cf. Wagner 1938,
114; Fitz 1962, 48; Fitz 1993, 836, n° 505; Devijver 1976, G 13; Hirt 2010, 193 sq.
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censium must have garrisoned the Kosmaj mines at another time, when neither
one of these two units was present there.?

The cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium (or its detachment) protected the
mining district of Kosmaj some time before the reign of Marcus Aurelius and
his military operations against the Quadi, Marcomanni and Sarmatae. Consi-
dering the history of Moesia Superior and of the Balkan provinces in general
during the first half of the second century AD, it seems that its presence there
should be connected to Trajan’s Dacian campaigns. After a brief respite in the
last years of Domitian’s reign, the Dacian kingdom, ruled by Decebalus, posed
a serious threat to the Balkan provinces south of the middle and lower Da-
nube, primarily Moesia Superior and Moesia Inferior. Situated comparatively
close to the border, the mining district of Kosmaj had to be protected against
potential barbarian raids. A Dacian attack might have stopped the extraction
of the argentiferous lead ore, vital for the economy and prosperity of Moesia
Superior. Judging by the epigraphic, numismatic and archaeological evidence,
the exploitation of the Kosmaj mines had started during the last decades of the
first century AD. A limestone slab, found at Guberevac, records the building
of the temple of Jupiter and Hercules at the end of the first century AD. It also
provides the name of Tyrannus, imperial freedman in charge of the administra-
tion of the Kosmaj mines.** Numismatic evidence includes a coin of Vespasian,
as well as three so-called “anonymous quadrants” of the Minerva type, dating,
probably, from Domitian’s reign. Lastly, Roman archaeological finds (lamps,
terra sigillata) on the site become more frequent since the Flavians.”> Conside-
ring the location of the Kosmaj mines and their importance for the economic
life of Moesia Superior and the Roman Empire as a whole, it seems conceivable
that Trajan ensured them the necessary military protection in the wake of his
Dacian campaigns. A similar measure is attested in another mining district in
the south of Moesia Superior. The evidence is supplied by the pridianum of
the cohort I Hispanorum veterana, quartered at Stobi in Macedonia. Recor-
ded between 100 and 105 AD, the document informs us that soldiers of the
regiment (the exact number is not preserved) were detached to the mines of
Dardania.”® They must have been charged with the task of protecting the ea-
stern parts of the mining district.”” One should also bear in mind that Marcus
Aurelius undertook a similar step at the beginning of the Marcomannic war.
He entrusted the defence of the Kosmaj mines to the cohort I Ulpia Panno-

23 Dusani¢ 1976, 106. Cf. LSrincz 2001, 33.

24 IMS1103.

25 Dusani¢ 1976, 100 sq.

26 Fink 1971, n° 63, II 22: in Dardania ad metella (!).
27 Cf. Du$ani¢ 1977a, 71; DuSani¢ 1977b, 238.
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niorum. The regiment was relocated from its Danubian fortress of Solva in
Pannonia Superior. Since it faced the threat of barbarian attacks and the task of
protecting the mines, the emperor supplied it with an experienced commander.
The prefect Cn. Clodius Classicianus was transferred from the cohort XVIII
voluntariorum, which also garrisoned Pannonia Superior during the second
century AD. The cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum was stationed in the Kosmaj mi-
ning district probably between ca. 167 and 169 AD. After being replaced by the
newly raised cohort II Aurelia nova, it returned to Solva.” Bearing in mind the
adduced evidence, it seems probable that, in the wake of his Dacian campaigns,
Trajan relocated the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium (or its detachment) to
the mining district of Kosmaj. He chose a Pannonian auxiliary unit because
Pannonia was threatened neither by the Dacians nor by the neighbouring tri-
bes. Quadi and Marcomanni, who lived opposite the garrisons on the middle
Danube, were Roman allies, as well as Iazyges, who occupied the lands between
Pannonia and the territory of the Dacian kingdom.?

To sum up. The altar of C. Gellius Exoratus, prefect of the cohort V Calla-
ecorum Lucensium, found at Suvodol, implies that the regiment under his co-
mmand garrisoned the Kosmaj mines some time during the second century
AD. Its sojourn in Moesia Superior must have preceded the reign of Marcus
Aurelius and his military operations against the Quadi, Marcomanni and Sar-
matae. Considering the history of Moesia Superior and of the Balkan provinces
in general, it is conceivable that the presence of the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-
censium in the mining district of Kosmaj might be connected to Trajan’s Daci-
an campaigns. Its relocation should be regarded as one of the steps undertaken
to ensure the protection of the vital mineral resources of Moesia Superior.
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Crexxana Qepjanunh

KOXOPTA V CALLAECORUM LUCENSIUM U BOJHA ITIOCATA
KOCMAJCKHMX PYJHUKA

Kocmajcku pynHuim cpebpoHocHor onoBa ybpajajy ce mehy Hajboraruje us-
Bope pypHor 6mara y Topwoj Mesuju n uutaBoM Pumckom napctBy. C 063upom Ha
IbYIXOB €KOHOMCKM 3Ha4aj, pasyM/bMBO j€ la Cy MMa/lM BOjHY IIOCaJy CaCTaBIbEHY Off
noMohHMX jenuHMIA pUMCcKe BojcKe. Mehy enurpadckum cmomeHuIMa Koju CBefode
0 TIPUCYCTBY ayT3uIMjapHuX ofpena Ha KocMajy, HapounTo je 3aHMM/BUB jellaH )KPTBe-
Huk Haben y CyBopory, 6rusy I'y6epeBia, oko 7 KuoMeTapa jyrosanagso of Comora.
Jynurepy Kannronuuckom mocsetuo ra je Iaj Tenuje Ersopar, npedexr xoxopre V
Lucensium (IMS 1 98). XKpTBeHuK je, Ha OCHOBY TajeorpadcKux Of/IMKa CI0Ba, HaTo-
BaH y II Bek. Jenuuniry xojom je Ersopar sanosegao tpebano 61 npeHTHUKOBATH Ca
koxoptoM V Callaecorum Lucensium, koja je og HepoHoBe BafgaBuHe 61/Ia CTAIMO-
Hupana y [lanonmjn.

Koxopra V Callaecorum Lucensium je Kao [jeo TaHOHCKe IOcaje IPBU YT I10-
cBeffoueHa Ha gumutomu u3 60. rogune (CIL XVI 4). Jlokaunja meHOT paHOT I0rOpa
Huje yTBpheHa. Mopephu uctpaxusaun cy ra rpaxun y lepynatn Ha [lyHaBy, IpBoM
ayr3WIMjapHOM KacTelny Hu3BogHO of KapHyHTyMa, un y obmactu Cupmujyma. Obe
IIPETIIOCTaBKe MOPajy Ce, Y HEFOCTATKy YPBCTUX JJOKa3a, Y3€TI Ca BEMKOM JI030M pe-
3epBe. CTora ce YMHM Jla MUTambe JI0KallMje IPBOT I0ropa Hallle jefTHIIIe MOpa OCTaTu
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otBopeHo. [Tocre nmopene [Tanonuje 106. roguue, koxopta V Callaecorum Lucensium
je mpunana cHarama [opmwe ITaHOHUje. Y 0BOj IPOBUHIM)jH je MOCBefodYeHa Ha BeheM
6pojy Bojunukyx guitoma us II Bexa. Iben norop 6uimo je yrsphewe Kpymepym y
obyacTu nerujckor noropa bpurernona.

JKprBenuk TIaja Tenuja Ersoparta cemounm pa je xoxopra V Callaecorum
Lucensium (vnu mweHa Bekcunanuja) TokoM II Beka 6opasuna Ha Kocmajy. Taj 6opa-
BaK Ce y MOJIepHOj uctoprorpaduju faToBao y mpse roguHe MapKoMaHCKUX paToBa
Mapxka Aypenuja, nusmeby 166. n 169. rogune. C 063upom fa je Kocmajcke pynauke y
TO BpeMe IITUTWIA jefHA APyra MaHOHCKA jenuHua — koxopta I Ulpia Pannoniorum,
a IocJie e HOBOOCHOBaHa KoxopTa II Aurelia nova, usriena fa je 60paBak KoxopTe
V Callaecorum Lucensium y pySHUYKOM RUCTPUKTY Ha ceBeposanany lopme Mesuje
IpeTX0ofuo BrafaBuHy Mapka Aypenuja. Moryhe je fa je Haura jenyHuIa KOCMajcke
pynHMKe IITUTIIIA TOf, TpajaHoM, y BpeMe mberoBux paropa nportus [layaHa. boraTa
HaJIa3MIITa CPeGPOHOCHOT 0/10Ba 61ITa Cy Off IIPECYIHOT 3Hadyaja 3a eKOHOMCKM IIPOC-
neputet Topme Mesnuje. Fbuxosa excronaranuja nodena je, cysehn mpema emrpad-
CKUM, HY3MaTHM4KUM U apXeoJIOIIKMX U3BOPUMA, Y NMOCNENHYM JelleHujama I Beka.
[Towmto cy ce pyAHMIM Ha/MasWIM pelaTUBHO 61M3y IpaHuUIle IAPCTBa, 61O je Heo-
IXOJHO 3alITUTUTU MX of Moryhux BapBapckux Hamapna. TpajaH je Taj sajaTak Io-
Bepuo koxoptn V Callaecorum Lucensium vimu mweHoM ofpeny. Ogabpao je jenuHniy
u3 [TaHOHMje, jep OBa IPOBMHIIMjA HUje 6V HEIIOCPETHO YIpOXKeHa NAauKUM HaIla-
auma. TpajaH je cmmyaH Kopak Ipefy3eo M Kajia Cy y IUTamy JapAaHCKM PYAHUIN
Ha jyry Topwe Mesuje. FbuxoBa 3aituta je y nepuony usmeby 100. u 105. rognue
nosepeHa Koxoptu I Hispanorum veterana, koja je 6una cranuonupana y Crobuma
y Makenonuju. CninyamuM Mepama je npuberao u Mapko Aypennje Ha noueTky Map-
KoMaHCKMX paroBa. OH je Ha KocMmaj Hajmpe peKoMaHJ0Bao MMAHOHCKY KOXOpTy [
Ulpia Pannoniorum, fa 61 3aTUM 3aIUTUTY PyAHNKaA ToBepuo Koxoptu II Aurelia nova,
OCHOBaHOj 0KO 169. rogmue. Crora ce YiHM BepOBaTHIM Aa je u Tpajan, mianupajyhu
noxop, npotus [lere6ana 1 faukor KpabeBcTBa, Ha KocMaj mpemectuo xoxopry V
Callaecorum Lucensium unu weHy BeKcunanujy. tberos nup 6uia je saurruta mpu-
ponHux pecypca [opwme Mesnje.
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