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COHORT V CALLAECORUM LUCENSIUM AND THE 
GARRISON OF THE KOSMAJ MINES*

Th is paper is focused on the history of the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium 
and its sojourn in Moesia Superior during the second century AD. Th e regiment 
garrisoned Pannonia (since the time of Nero) and Pannonia Superior (since 
the divison of the province in 106 AD). Epigraphic evidence suggests that the 
cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was stationed on Kosmaj some time during 
the second century AD. Th is conclusion is based on an altar found at the site 
of Suvodol. Th e regiment’s prefect C. Gellius Exoratus dedicated it to Jupiter 
Capitolinus. It seems that the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium garrisoned the 
mining district of Kosmaj during Trajan’s Dacian campaigns. Its transfer from 
Pannonia should be regarded as one of the measures aiming to protect the vital 
mineral resources of Moesia Superior. A similar step is attested in the southern 
reaches of the province. At the time of the Dacian wars, Trajan entrusted the 
defence of the eastern parts of the Dardanian mines to the detachment of the 
cohort I Hispanorum veterana quartered at Stobi in Macedonia.

*  Th is study is part of the project City Life in Antiquity: Th e Expansion of Cities and Urban Civi-
lization in the Balkans and the Neighbouring Areas from the Hellenistic to the Late Roman Peri-
od (Градски живот у антици: експанзија градова и урбане цивилизације на Балкану и у 
суседним областима од хеленистичког до позно римског периода) (No 177005) supported by 
the Ministry of Education Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia.

 Th e following abbreviations were used in the text and in the list of references:
 AE = L’année épigraphique
 CIL = Corpus inscriptionum Latinarum
 ILS = H. Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinae selectae
 IMS = Inscriptions de la Mésie Supérieure
 RE = Realencyclopädie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft 
   RIU = Die römische Inschrift en Ungarns
   RMD = Roman Military Diplomas
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Key words: cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium, Pannonia, Moesia Superior, Kosmaj 
mines, Trajan’s Dacian campaigns.

Ključne reči: kohorta V Callaecorum Lucensium, Panonija, Gornja Mezija, 
Kosmajski rudnici, Trajanovi dački ratovi.

Economic prosperity of the Roman provinces in the central and western 
parts of the Balkan Peninsula was based primarily on their rich mineral reso-
urces. One of the vital mining districts was situated in the northwest of Moesia 
Superior. Th e vast imperial domain comprised the argentiferous lead mines on 
the mountains of Kosmaj, Rudnik, and Avala. Exploitation of the rich mineral 
deposits in this area started as early as the last decades of the fi rst century AD 
and lasted well into the fourth century AD.1

Kosmaj has yielded a fair number of inscriptions testifying to the presen-
ce of military units, charged with the task of protecting the mines. One altar, 
dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus, seems to be of particular importance, since it 
provides data on the early garrison. It was discovered near Guberevac, on the 
site of Suvodol, situated approximately seven kilometres to the southwest of 
Sopot. Th e inscription runs as follows: 

I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo) / C. Gellius / Exoratus / praef(ectus) coh(ortis) 
/ V Lucens(ium) / v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) l(aetus) m(erito).2

One C. Gellius Exoratus, commander of the cohort V Lucensium, dedi-
cated the altar to Jupiter Capitolinus. Judging by its palaeographic features, the 
monument should be dated to the second century AD. Th e following letters are 
frequently found in second century inscriptions from Moesia Superior:

– G ending with the vertical upward stroke and a horizontal serif;
– L  with the horizontal stroke of medium length, ending with the slanted 

serif;
– M  with the vertical fi rst and fourth strokes and the second and third 

strokes converging at the bottom of the line;
– S with equal upper and lower halves;
– V with the straight diagonal strokes of equal length.3 

1  On the mines of Kosmaj, Rudnik and Avala in general see: Dušanić 1976, 95 sqq.; Dušanić 
1977, 77 sqq.; Hirt 2010, 59 sq.

2  IMS I 98. For the fi nd spot see: Von Premerstein–Vulić 1900, 161, n° 60; Вулић–Фон 
Премерштајн 1900, 42, n° 60.

3  Петровић 1975, 114–120. Th e same dating is proposed by Von Premerstein–Vulić 1900, 161, 
n° 60.
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It seems certain that the unit, styled cohors V Lucensium, should be iden-
tifi ed with the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium, which garrisoned Pannonia 
since Nero’s reign. Th e regiment is labelled cohors V Lucensium on an altar 
from its fortress of Crumerum, dedicated to Neptune and the Nymphs for the 
welfare of an emperor.4 Since his name is given as M. Aurelius Augustus, one 
must consider M. Aurelius, Commodus, Caracalla and Elagabalus. Consequ-
ently, the altar should be dated to the second half of the second century AD 
or to the second decade of the third century AD.5 Th e abridged name coh(ors) 
V Luc(ensium) is also attested on stamped bricks from Crumerum and Geru-
lata.6 Furthermore, in an early military diploma, issued in 60 AD, the name 
of the unit is given as cohors V Lucensium et Callaecorum.7 One might add 
that the similar nomenclature is attested in the case of another regiment raised 
among the Callaeci and Lucenses. Th e cohort IV Callaecorum Lucensium, whi-
ch garrisoned Syria since the last decades of the fi rst century AD, is styled IV 
Lucensium on two inscriptions. Th e fi rst one, discovered in the Syrian Beroia, is 
dated to the reign of Trajan.8 Th e second is a well-known building inscription 
from the colony of Byllis in Macedonia, recording the construction of the road 
from Byllis to Astaciae and the bridge on the river Argyas, fi nanced by the 
equestrian offi  cer Marcus Valerius Lollianus. It was inscribed shortly aft er 165 
AD.9 Bearing in mind the adduced evidence, the cohort V Lucensium attested 
on Kosmaj is identical to the Pannonian cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium.

First, let us recapitulate briefl y the history of the regiment. It garrisoned 
Pannonia during the second half of the fi rst century AD. A military diploma 
issued in 60 AD provides the earliest testimony. Although the name of the 
province is given as Illyricum, the bronze pertains to the garrison of Illyricum 
Inferius, known as Pannonia from the reign of the Flavian dynasty. All the co-
horts listed in the document, with the exception of I Asturum Callaecorum and 
I Hispanorum, later belonged to the Pannonian army.10 Th e cohort V Callaeco-
rum Lucensium is attested as part of the provincial garrison in diplomas issued 
in 84 and 85 AD as well.11 Th e exact location of its fortress has not yet been 

4 RIU 751.
5  Fitz 1993, 838 sq., n° 510 dated the altar to the reign of Marcus Aurelius. Lőrincz 2001, 243, 

n° 284 has opted for Caracalla’s reign. Mommsen, CIL III 3662 considered Commodus or 
Elagabalus.

6 Crumerum: AE 2010, 1254. Gerulata: Lőrincz 2001, 243, n° 286.
7 CIL XVI 4.
8 Jarry 1985, 114.
9  CIL III 600=14203/35=ILS 2724. For the dating see: Emig–Haensch 2012, 466. For the identi-

fi cation of the unit see: Roxan 1972, 246 sq.; Dabrowa 1979, 236.
10 CIL XVI 4.
11 CIL XVI 30, 31.
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determined. It has been sought at Gerulata, the fi rst auxiliary castellum down-
stream from Carnuntum, and in the area of Sirmium. As it was mentioned 
earlier, Gerulata has yielded stamped bricks of the unit. Dated to the time of 
Domitian or to the beginning of Trajan’s reign, they are considered as eviden-
ce that the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was the fi rst auxiliary regiment 
to garrison the fortress.12 Hungarian scholars believed that the early fortress 
of the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was located in the area of Sirmium. 
Bricks with the stamp CVC, interpreted as c(ohors) V C(allaecorum), were dis-
covered in Sremska Mitrovica.13 Both assumptions concerning the site of the 
unit’s fortress should be accepted with a considerable amount of caution. Th eir 
plausibility is questionable for several reasons. First, stamped bricks should not 
be taken as absolute proof of the presence of any military regiment (legion, ala 
or cohort) in a specifi c fortress. Th ey could have been transported from some 
other site, even from another province, and used as building material. For in-
stance, stamped bricks of the cohort I Aelia milliaria sagittaria equitata, which 
garrisoned the castellum at Klosterneuburg, have been discovered in various 
forts in Pannonia Superior and Noricum.14 Considering Gerulata, one must 
emphasize that the epigraphic evidence strongly suggests that the ala Canna-
nefatium civium Romanorum was stationed in the fortress from the time of its 
construction under Domitian. Th e funerary stele of the horseman Flavius Atti-
us, found at the site, was erected at the end of the fi rst century AD, presumably 
under Domitian or Nerva.15 Refl ecting on the area of Sirmium, one should 
point out that the stamps on the bricks from Sremska Mitrovica could be in-
terpreted in diff erent ways. Th ey might be read as coh(ortis) V G(allorum),16 or 
even c(ohortis) (II) A(sturum et) C(allaecorum),17 the former possibility being 
less likely. Bearing in mind the adduced evidence, it seems improbable that the 
cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium was stationed in Gerulata or in the region 
of Sirmium during the second half of the fi rst century AD. Unfortunately, ava-
ilable epigraphic evidence does not provide any clues concerning the location 
of its fortress.

12  Varsik 1996, 583 sqq. Lőrincz 2001, 243, n° 286 has dated the bricks to the second or third 
century AD.

13 Szilágyi 1933, 91, n° 46a; Mócsy 1962, 622.
14  Lőrincz 2001, 283, n° 424: Vindobona, Ala Nova, Carnuntum, Gerulata, Quadrata, Arrabona, 

Pama, Neusiedl am See, Bruck a. d. Leitha in Pannonia; Mauer an der Url in Noricum.
15  CIL III 4391. For its dating, see: Holder 1980, 268, n° 203; Lőrincz 2001, 179, n° 70. For the 

construction of Gerulata, see: Wilkes 2005, 198. 
16 Cf. Lőrincz 2001, 246, n° 297.
17 Milošević 1971, 105 and 111, n° 40, 41.
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Aft er the division of Pannonia in 106 AD, the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-
censium belonged to the army of Pannonia Superior. Its name appears regularly 
on second century diplomas, the earliest one having been issued in 112 AD.18 
Judging by available epigraphic evidence, the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium 
garrisoned the fortress of Crumerum, in the area controlled from the legionary 
camp of Brigetio. Its presence there is attested from the end of the second cen-
tury AD. Precise chronological data is supplied by an inscription on the base 
of a statue of Septimius Severus. Th e regiment has erected it when the emperor 
held the tribunicia potestas for the sixth time, i. e. between December 10, 197 
and December 9, 198 AD.19 Although the earliest testimony from Crumerum 
dates from the reign of Septimius Severus, modern scholars believe that the 
cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium garrisoned the fortress since the division of 
Pannonia.20 According to Alföldy, the regiment possibly defended it as early as 
Domitian’s wars against the Quadi, Marcomanni and Sarmatae (89–92 AD).21 
While these assumptions seem plausible, they must be accepted with a certain 
amount of caution. Th e presence of the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium in 
Crumerum at the beginning of the second century AD or even during the 
last decades of the fi rst century AD is yet to be corroborated by epigraphic 
evidence.

To return to the altar of C. Gellius Exoratus. It implies that the cohort V 
Callaecorum Lucensium or its detachment defended the Kosmaj mines some 
time during the second century AD. According to Vulić and von Premerstein, 
the regiment garrisoned the mines between 166 and 169 AD. It was transferred 
from Pannonia Superior along with the cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum, because 
of the menace posed by the Quadi and the Marcomanni.22 Dušanić, who stated 
that there is no solid ground to believe that the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-
censium had been relocated to Kosmaj with the cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum, 
contested this assumption. During the Marcomannic wars of Marcus Aurelius 
two auxiliary units – the cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum (probably between ca. 
167 and 169 AD) and the cohort II Aurelia nova (from its creation ca. 169 AD) 
– protected the mining district. Consequently, the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-

18  RMD 223 (112 AD). See also RMD 86 (113 AD); CIL XVI 76, 77 (133 AD); RMD 150 (134 
AD); CIL XVI 178 (146 AD), 96 (148 AD), 97 (149 AD), 104 (154 AD); RMD 176 (160 AD), 
62 (163 AD), 290 (ca. 160/164 AD). 

19 CIL III 3664=10602=RIU 749.
20 Alföldy 1959, 123; Visy 1986, 498 sqq.; Lőrincz 2001, 86, 103; Wilkes 2005, 200. 
21 Alföldy, 1959, 123.
22  Von Premerstein–Vulić 1900, 153; Вулић–Фон Премерштајн 1900, 38. Cf. Wagner 1938, 

114; Fitz 1962, 48; Fitz 1993, 836, n° 505; Devijver 1976, G 13; Hirt 2010, 193 sq.
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censium must have garrisoned the Kosmaj mines at another time, when neither 
one of these two units was present there.23

Th e cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium (or its detachment) protected the 
mining district of Kosmaj some time before the reign of Marcus Aurelius and 
his military operations against the Quadi, Marcomanni and Sarmatae. Consi-
dering the history of Moesia Superior and of the Balkan provinces in general 
during the fi rst half of the second century AD, it seems that its presence there 
should be connected to Trajan’s Dacian campaigns. Aft er a brief respite in the 
last years of Domitian’s reign, the Dacian kingdom, ruled by Decebalus, posed 
a serious threat to the Balkan provinces south of the middle and lower Da-
nube, primarily Moesia Superior and Moesia Inferior. Situated comparatively 
close to the border, the mining district of Kosmaj had to be protected against 
potential barbarian raids. A Dacian attack might have stopped the extraction 
of the argentiferous lead ore, vital for the economy and prosperity of Moesia 
Superior. Judging by the epigraphic, numismatic and archaeological evidence, 
the exploitation of the Kosmaj mines had started during the last decades of the 
fi rst century AD. A limestone slab, found at Guberevac, records the building 
of the temple of Jupiter and Hercules at the end of the fi rst century AD. It also 
provides the name of Tyrannus, imperial freedman in charge of the administra-
tion of the Kosmaj mines.24 Numismatic evidence includes a coin of Vespasian, 
as well as three so-called “anonymous quadrants” of the Minerva type, dating, 
probably, from Domitian’s reign. Lastly, Roman archaeological fi nds (lamps, 
terra sigillata) on the site become more frequent since the Flavians.25 Conside-
ring the location of the Kosmaj mines and their importance for the economic 
life of Moesia Superior and the Roman Empire as a whole, it seems conceivable 
that Trajan ensured them the necessary military protection in the wake of his 
Dacian campaigns. A similar measure is attested in another mining district in 
the south of Moesia Superior. Th e evidence is supplied by the pridianum of 
the cohort I Hispanorum veterana, quartered at Stobi in Macedonia. Recor-
ded between 100 and 105 AD, the document informs us that soldiers of the 
regiment (the exact number is not preserved) were detached to the mines of 
Dardania.26 Th ey must have been charged with the task of protecting the ea-
stern parts of the mining district.27 One should also bear in mind that Marcus 
Aurelius undertook a similar step at the beginning of the Marcomannic war. 
He entrusted the defence of the Kosmaj mines to the cohort I Ulpia Panno-

23 Dušanić 1976, 106. Cf. Lőrincz 2001, 33.
24 IMS I 103.
25 Dušanić 1976, 100 sq.
26 Fink 1971, n° 63, II 22: in Dardania ad metella (!).
27 Cf. Dušanić 1977a, 71; Dušanić 1977b, 238.
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niorum. Th e regiment was relocated from its Danubian fortress of Solva in 
Pannonia Superior. Since it faced the threat of barbarian attacks and the task of 
protecting the mines, the emperor supplied it with an experienced commander. 
Th e prefect Cn. Clodius Classicianus was transferred from the cohort XVIII 
voluntariorum, which also garrisoned Pannonia Superior during the second 
century AD. Th e cohort I Ulpia Pannoniorum was stationed in the Kosmaj mi-
ning district probably between ca. 167 and 169 AD. Aft er being replaced by the 
newly raised cohort II Aurelia nova, it returned to Solva.28 Bearing in mind the 
adduced evidence, it seems probable that, in the wake of his Dacian campaigns, 
Trajan relocated the cohort V Callaecorum Lucensium (or its detachment) to 
the mining district of Kosmaj. He chose a Pannonian auxiliary unit because 
Pannonia was threatened neither by the Dacians nor by the neighbouring tri-
bes. Quadi and Marcomanni, who lived opposite the garrisons on the middle 
Danube, were Roman allies, as well as Iazyges, who occupied the lands between 
Pannonia and the territory of the Dacian kingdom.29

To sum up. Th e altar of C. Gellius Exoratus, prefect of the cohort V Calla-
ecorum Lucensium, found at Suvodol, implies that the regiment under his co-
mmand garrisoned the Kosmaj mines some time during the second century 
AD. Its sojourn in Moesia Superior must have preceded the reign of Marcus 
Aurelius and his military operations against the Quadi, Marcomanni and Sar-
matae. Considering the history of Moesia Superior and of the Balkan provinces 
in general, it is conceivable that the presence of the cohort V Callaecorum Lu-
censium in the mining district of Kosmaj might be connected to Trajan’s Daci-
an campaigns. Its relocation should be regarded as one of the steps undertaken 
to ensure the protection of the vital mineral resources of Moesia Superior.
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Снежана Ферјанчић

КОХОРТА V CALLAECORUM LUCENSIUM И ВОЈНА ПОСАДА 
КОСМАЈСКИХ РУДНИКА

Космајски рудници среброносног олова убрајају се међу најбогатије из-
воре рудног блага у Горњој Мезији и читавом Римском царству. С обзиром на 
њихов економски значај, разумљиво је да су имали војну посаду састављену од 
помоћних јединица римске војске. Међу епиграфским споменицима који сведоче 
о присуству аугзилијарних одреда на Космају, нарочито је занимљив један жртве-
ник нађен у Суводолу, близу Губеревца, око 7 километара југозападно од Сопота. 
Јупитеру Капитолинском посветио га је Гај Гелије Егзорат, префект кохорте V 
Lucensium (IMS I 98). Жртвеник је, на основу палеографских одлика слова, дато-
ван у II век. Јединицу којом је Егзорат заповедао требало би идентификовати са 
кохортом V Callaecorum Lucensium, која је од Неронове владавине била стацио-
нирана у Панонији.

Кохорта V Callaecorum Lucensium је као део панонске посаде први пут по-
сведочена на дипломи из 60. године (CIL XVI 4). Локација њеног раног логора 
није утврђена. Модерни истраживачи су га тражили у Герулати на Дунаву, првом 
аугзилијарном кастелу низводно од Карнунтума, или у области Сирмијума. Обе 
претпоставке морају се, у недостатку чрвстих доказа, узети са великом дозом ре-
зерве. Стога се чини да питање локације првог логора наше јединице мора остати 
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отворено. После поделе Паноније 106. године, кохорта V Callaecorum Lucensium 
је припала снагама Горње Паноније. У овој провинцији је посведочена на већем 
броју војничких диплома из II века. Њен логор било је утврђење Крумерум у 
области легијског логора Бригетиона.

Жртвеник Гаја Гелија Егзората сведочи да је кохорта V Callaecorum 
Lucensium (или њена вексилација) током II века боравила на Космају. Тај бора-
вак се у модерној историографији датовао у прве године Маркоманских ратова 
Марка Аурелија, између 166. и 169. године. С обзиром да је Космајске руднике у 
то време штитила једна друга панонска јединица – кохорта I Ulpia Pannoniorum, 
а после ње новооснована кохорта II Aurelia nova, изгледа да је боравак кохорте 
V Callaecorum Lucensium у рудничком дистрикту на северозападу Горње Мезије 
претходио владавини Марка Аурелија. Могуће је да је наша јединица космајске 
руднике штитила под Трајаном, у време његових ратова против Дачана. Богата 
налазишта среброносног олова била су од пресудног значаја за економски прос-
перитет Горње Мезије. Њихова експолатација почела је, судећи према епиграф-
ским, нузматичким и археолошких изворима, у последњим деценијама I века. 
Пошто су се рудници налазили релативно близу границе царства, било је нео-
пходно заштитити их од могућих варварских напада. Трајан је тај задатак по-
верио кохорти V Callaecorum Lucensium или њеном одреду. Одабрао је јединицу 
из Паноније, јер ова провинција није била непосредно угрожена дачким напа-
дима. Трајан је сличан корак предузео и када су у питању дардански рудници 
на југу Горње Мезије. Њихова заштита је у периоду између 100. и 105. године 
поверена кохорти I Hispanorum veterana, која је била стационирана у Стобима 
у Македонији. Сличним мерама је прибегао и Марко Аурелије на почетку Мар-
команских ратова. Он је на Космај најпре прекомандовао панонску кохорту I 
Ulpia Pannoniorum, да би затим заштиту рудника поверио кохорти II Aurelia nova, 
основаној око 169. године. Стога се чини вероватним да је и Трајан, планирајући 
поход против Децебала и дачког краљевства, на Космај преместио кохорту V 
Callaecorum Lucensium или њену вексилацију. Његов циљ била је заштита при-
родних ресурса Горње Мезије.
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