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1.  Tabernacle – artophorion, with the 
depiction of Virgin Mary “the rose that 
never withers,” silver, 19th century
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3. Gospel, overlaid in silver, printed in Moscow, second 
half of the 18th century
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4.  Gospel, overlaid in silver, gift of the guild of tailors of 
the town of Negotin, 1851
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5.  Gospel, overlaid in silver by master Jovan Nikolić, 
donation to the Cathedral Church from Hadži Milanka 
Stojadinović, 1872



,   ,      
.75    ,     -

     .  ,  Ђ  
ђ ,   ,     

.   ђ    -
   ,       -

    џ    .76 
       ,  -

     ,  
,         .  

         , 
 ,   . 

         
.       .   

      .   
   ђ    ,   

    ,       
.   ,   ,   -

 ,   ,   , 
      ,    

   ,      
,   ,   

  .    ђ ,  -
,        ,    
      Imago Pietatis.77 

74 т .

75 т . 

76 . ,  п т   
 т  п т , 65–68; I. Fishof, N. 

Bar’am-Ben Yossef, Souvenirs de Terre Sainte 
pour les pélerins du XIX et XXe siècle, Israel 
Museum, Jerusalem 1996, 34–47; D. Knez, Od 
zore do mraka: križi Narodnega muzeja Slovenije, 
Ljubljana 2010, 193.

        т  197

6.  т  т    п п  т , 
п  XIX ,  т  .

6.  Flanking cross made of silver with the accompanying 
box, mid-19th century, wood-carving detail to the right.
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7.  Gilded chalice, work of goldsmith 
Jovan Nikolić, seventh decade of the 
19th century (left) and silver chalice, 
import from Austrio-Hungary, donated 
to the church in 1893 (right).
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8. Vessel for water and wine, intended  
for the rite of offertory, glass,   
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9.  Silver censer, donated to the Cathedral 
Church of Negotin, 1876

10. т , п    
 т      

1866. .

10. Artoclasia, donation of the food  
merchants’ guild to the Negotin   
church, 1866
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11. Wedding crowns, donated to the church of  
Negotin, 1858
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12. Rhipidos with the depiction of 
Seraphim, end of the 19th century.
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–  The author of all enclosed photographs is 

Vuk Dautović – the author of the text.
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LITURGICAL OBJECTS FROM THE TREASURY 
OF THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH IN NEGOTIN

The cathedral church of the Holy Trinity in Negotin was conse-
crated in 1876. The shaping up of the Negotin’s cathedral church 
and its broader surroundings involved the most prominent artists 
and builders active in Serbia from the second half of the 19th 
century to the beginning of the 20th century. The more recent his-
tory of this town, as well as its role during the Serbian revolution, 
have determined its position in the constituting of the Serbian 
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civil society during the 19th century. The sacral space of the New 
Negotin’s church reflected the representativeness of the civil 
community and the most prominent individuals within it. The 
mechanisms that have shaped up the liturgical objects fund are the 
same as those that have been applied when the church was built. 
The artisan guilds, as well as the Church, along with prominent 
individuals and donors have given to their church through votive 
exchange numerous silver and other valuable liturgical objects. 
One of the more important donors of this church was the Metro-
politan of Belgrade Mihailo, linked in his youth to the Bishop of 
Negotin Dositej Novaković.

The church’s treasury has collected valuable liturgical 
objects, icons, books and attires from the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The inventories from a century ago provide the data and make up 
for the void created during wars and plundering, thus giving us 
the accurate picture of what the church used to be like in the first 
decades following its construction and what has been kept in its 
treasury to the present. All of the church’s liturgical objects, the 
position of which within the church is determined canonically, are 
listed with respect to the sanctity of the place in which they are, 
starting from the Holy Table and the chapel of oblation to the 
other parts of the presbytery and the church.

Among the liturgical objects at the Cathedral church, the fol-
lowing stand out: a silver artophorion, with the depiction of Vir-
gin Mary “the rose that never withers” from the 19th century, then 
a collection of seven ante-mensas from the 18th and the 19th cen-
turies, as well as the Russian printed Tetraevangelions. The first 
one was overlaid in silver in Moscow at the end of the 18th cen-
tury, the second one was done by Bulgarian masters, while the 
overlay of the third Gospel is the work of goldsmith Nikolić from 
Belgrade. The church also holds a carved wooden flanking cross, 
overlaid and decorated in filigree, with a box from the mid-19th 
century. Two silver chalices, the first of which was made by gold-
smith Nikolić and the second of which was imported from Austro-
Hungary and given to the church in 1893, have been kept at the 
treasury, as well as a detailed list of silver objects that used to be 
kept there. Of all of them, a censer from 1876, an artoclasia from 
1866 and a couple of wedding crowns from 1858 have been kept. 
A glass twin-bottle, intended for pouring wine and water into the 
chalice during the Rite of Offertory, also from the 19th century, is 
also precious. There are also rhipidos kept at the church that in the 
19th century used to be regularly used during liturgy.

Some older objects from this church used to be sent to the 
Society of Ladies “Kneginja Ljubica” in order to supply churches 
in the southern Serbian lands, as well as in Kosovo and Metohija. 
In addition, valuable objects from the Old Church, as well as from 
the nearby village churches, have been transferred to the Cathe-
dral Church in Negotin. The liturgical objects, as a picture of the 
liturgical life at Negotin’s church, depict the broader circum-
stances at urban cathedral churches on the territory of Serbia in 
the second half of the 19th century.
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