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1. The first altar cross of monastery 
Gračanica, mid-18th century
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5. Representation of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in a pilgrimage 
icon, mid-19th century
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4. Detail of the casing with architectural 
elements
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т  ,  п  
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7.  The second altar cross made of filigree, 
monastery Gračanica, second half of the 
19th century
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8.   т  т , т    
 

8.  The front side of the cross, detail of the 
casing with carving
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9. т  , п  т п  т 9.  Detail of the casing, representations of the rotonda of 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre



       
1899.         
( . 10).   ,    -

      -
        

.50 ђ          
    , ђ   , 

         -
     .51 ђ    

 ,    .   
   ,     
       

 .

50    . . ,   
т       

,  XXIV (1992), 287–294; . 
,   т   т  
    ,  

; . ,  т  
т   , 509–510.

51       68 
cm,      25 cm. 

       
 39  27 cm.

       т142

10.   п т  т, т  
, п  т  

1899. 

10. The third altar cross, donated to  
monastery Gračanica in 1899
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11. п  т     
т  Ј  

11. Crucifixion with the Virgin and St John 
the Theologos
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The liturgical objects of the old treasury of monastery Gračanica 
in Kosovo and Metohija have been lost for centuries and have 
been unkown to scholars until now. The discontinuity of the 
monastic life and divine service caused by the coming of the 
Ottomans resulted in the disappearance of precious objects dating 
from the time of the foundation of the cathedral church by King 
Milutin. The treasury was restored and renovated at the beginning 
of the 19th century. Outstanding among the few objects that have 
been preserved are three altar crosses of exquisite workmanship 
dating from the period from the 18th to the late 19th century.

The first altar cross is a rare example of 18th century metal 
crosses from Kosovo and Metohija. Its casing represents a com-
bination of various decorative motifs and is associated with the 
symbolic connection of altar crosses with the relics of the Holy 
Cross. Its decoration includes cast icons showing the figures of 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Martyr George. The influence of this 
type of altar crosses is also noticeable in cast crosses of simpler 
workmanship dating from the second half of the 19th century.

The second altar cross is based on the old Balkan tradition of 
carved wooden crosses decorated with silver filigree. The carved 
scenes shown on this cross point to its sacrificial-redeeming char-
acter and its association with the feast of the Elevation of the Holy 
Cross.

The third cross, dating from the very end of the 19th century, 
is a representative example of industrially produced liutrugical 
objects made under the influence of the Russian cultural sphere. 
It shows the Crucifixion with the Virgin and St John the 
Theologos. Above this scene is the figure of God the Father and 
below it is a representation of Adam’s skull. The handle is deco-
rated with a representation of the Agony in the Garden. On the 
base of the cross are shown the figures of the Evangelists. The 
cross was donated to the monastery in 1899 by the Milojković 
family from Belgrade, which shows the high renown Gračanica 
enjoyed in the Kingdom of Serbia.

The altar crosses described in the paper are testimonies of the 
development of the monastery and of its religious life in the 
period from the 18th to the end of the 19th century. As such, they 
are of considerable value for the study of the Serbian religious 
culture both in monastery Gračanica and in the broader region of 
Kosovo and Metohija.

THREE ALTAR CROSSES FROM THE 
TREASURY OF MONASTERAY GRAČANICA
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