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ACHIEVEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE AND FINDING AN INDENTITY:

ON THE RUINS OF BYZANTIUM

ΙI





Serbian churches erected in the 13th century, whose 
ktetors predominantly included members of the ruling 
Nemanjić family, as well as several earlier churches that 
were renovated in that century, were embellished with 
frescoes produced in conformity with the principles of 
monumental painting. Today, all of them are damaged 
to a greater or lesser extent and some have been totally 
demolished. It is sometimes possible to reconstruct the 
content of the original painting in such spots based, 
among other things, on their similarities to other, kin-
dred but better preserved programmes. In addition, in 
some of the churches, such as Studenica, Žiča, Mileševa, 
Morača and the Church of the Holy Apostles in Peć, 
only parts of the original 13th century frescoes have sur-
vived, whilst the rest of the wall painting is from later 
centuries. However, it has turned out that the painters 
who performed the restoration painted the majority of 
the scenes and igures of saints in the later fresco lay-
ers over the exact spots where they had originally been 
depicted. For this reason – owing to the establishment 
of analogues and a scrutiny of all fresco layers – the 
thematic programmes of Serbian monumental painting 
of the 13th century can be comprehended much better 
than it may appear at irst sight.1

In part, the choice and arrangement of themes in Serbi-
an churches is based on the programmatic solutions ap-
plied in the decoration of Byzantine churches in the 13th 
century. he bust of Christ Pantokrator was depicted 
in the dome, the prophets on the tambours, the evan-
gelists on the pendentives, the Mother of God and the 
Communion of the Apostles, that is, the Eucharist and 
the Oiciating Church Fathers on the altar, the Cycle of 

1 For this reason, parts of the Studenica and Morača programmes, 
preserved in the 16th century layer, will be discussed as parts of the 
original programmatic wholes. For a more comprehensive overview 
of the literature v. Branislav Todić’s text in this volume.

the Great Feasts and individual igures of saints in the 
naos. Nevertheless, many other themes also featured in 
the programmes of 13th century Serbian churches, as a 
number of factors played a part in their development. 
Besides tradition and the spirit of the epoch, an impor-
tant part in formulating the painting ensemble was also 
played by a church’s purpose, dedication and architec-
ture, as well as the ktetor’s special requirements. All this 
led to the solutions common to monumental painting 
in the Orthodox world being interwoven with archaic 
solutions and, not infrequently, new ones. his meld is 
present in many segments of the thematic programmes 
evident in Serbian churches and therefore also in the 
decoration of the dome and the altar area.

hus, a depiction of Christ Pantokrator is found in its 
usual place, that is, in the dome. One has survived in St. 
Peter’s Church near Novi Pazar, but once it must also 
have adorned the highest part of the domes at Studen-
ica, Gradac and Arilje. However, the depictions of the 
Ascension of Christ in the domes at Mileševa and Peć 
(ig. 199), and originally also at Žiča and Sopoćani, was 
not common in 13th century Byzantine painting.2 Di-
verging from mainstream art at that time with respect 
to the thematic programme for the altar area is the de-
piction of the Deesis in the altar conch at Peć (ig. 198) 
and once probably in the same place at Žiča.3 On the 
other hand, a noteworthy novelty is the small cycle of 

2 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 37–46, 52; Тодић, Ново тумачење, 
59; Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Манастир Студеница, 106 (Б. Тодић); 
Војводић, Жича и Пећ, 31; Павловић Д., Зидно сликарство гра-
дачког католикона, 89, 101; Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Стари Рас, 
40–41 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Пећка патријаршија, 
41–42 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Манастир 
Жича, 194 (Д. Војводић).
3 Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Манастир Жича, 251–256 
(Д. Војводић).
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Fig. 196. Studenica monastery, Church of the Mother of God, view of the western wall of the western bay

2 5 0

Dragana Pavlović



Christ’s appearances ater the Resurrection in the sanc-
tuary at Sopoćani, the Dead Christ in the niche of the 
diakonikon at Gradac, which creates a single composi-
tional and conceptual whole with the depiction of the 
Mother of God in the niche of the prothesis at the same 
church, as well as the inclusion of scenes from the Cy-
cle of the Great Feasts (the Nativity of Christ, Descent 
of Christ into Hades, the Ascension of Christ, and the 
Descent of the Holy Spirit?) on the walls and vaults of 
the chief part of the sanctuary in Arilje.4

With a few exceptions, the vaults and the highest reg-
isters of the naos were decorated with scenes from the 
Christological cycle within which other gospel events 
were depicted, in addition to the most important feasts. 
Given that this was a period when monumental paint-
ing conceptions were prevalent, a single scene frequent-
ly covered the whole surface of a wall. his had a crucial 
impact on the choice of themes within a programme. 
When scenes from the New Testament were being ar-
ranged, they oten did not follow their chronology, that 
is to say, certain scenes were given priority and promi-
nence over others. Two programmatic models of ar-
ranging New Testament scenes emerged as dominant 
in 13th century Serbian painting. One, irst applied at 
Studenica, involved placing the compositions of the An-
nunciation to the Virgin and the Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple one below the other on the eastern side 
of the area under the dome (ig. 159) and the scenes 
of the Descent of the Holy Spirit in the highest regis-
ter on the western wall in the same area. Furthermore, 
the Nativity of Christ and the Dormition of the Virgin, 
two dogmatically related events, were depicted one op-
posite the other on the southern and northern walls in 
the area under the dome, whereas the depiction of Cru-
ciixion, due to the fact that the altar area is symbolic of 
the tomb of the Lord, was placed on the western wall 
of the western bay, that is, opposite the sanctuary (ig. 
196).5 Another variant of the programme, that is, a to-
tally diferent selection and arrangement of scenes from 
the Christological cycle, is found in the wall painting 
at Žiča. Depicted in the area under the dome besides 
‘Sion’ scenes are other New Testament events (the An-
nunciation to the Virgin, the Annunciation to Zacha-
rias, the Incredulity of homas, the Blessing at Bethany, 
the Descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles, and the 

4 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 63–71; Павловић Д., Зидно сликар-
ство градачког католикона, 92–93, sch. 1 (nos. 17–18); Чанак-Ме-
дић, Тодић, Стари Рас, 118 (Б. Тодић).
5 Павловић Д., О једном особеном моделу, 443–455.

Fig. 197. Mileševa monastery, southern wall of the western bay, 
drawing of the frescoes
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Last Supper).6 Actually, directly below the Ascension of 
Christ, there are depictions of the events that preced-
ed and followed it, including some other events, all of 
which were crucial for the foundation and spread of the 
Christian Church.7 he exceptional reputation and sig-
niicance of the Studenica and Žiča katholikons contrib-
uted to the application of the said solutions, either in 
their entirety or as individual elements, to the painting 
of later Serbian churches. While the Studenica model 
was shortly thereater replicated only in the church at 
Gradac, the Žiča model was utilised in the Holy Apos-
tles at Peć, but with a slightly diferent selection and 

6 Марковић М., Прво путовање Светог Саве, 169–185; Војводић, 
Жича и Пећ, 31–42.
7 Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Манастир Жича, 192–220 
(Д. Војводић).

arrangement of the themes depicted.8 Certain parts of 
the programme in some of the other Serbian churches, 
such as Mileševa and Sopoćani, also utilised the solu-
tions applied in Studenica and Žiča. he same as in the 
seat of the irst Serbian archbishopric, the Blessing at 
Bethany is connected with the Ascension, and the same 
idea lies behind their linking in the Mileševa katholikon, 
whereas in the Sopoćani church the Descent of the Holy 
Spirit on the Apostles is painted below the Ascension 
of Christ. Following the Studenica model, the Myrrh-
bearers and the Baptism of Christ are positioned above 
the ktetorial composition at Mileševa (ig. 197).9 On the 
other hand, scenes from the cycle of Christ’s miracles 

8 Ibidem; Војводић, Жича и Пећ, 31–42; Павловић Д., О једном 
особеном моделу, 443–455.
9 Тодић, Ново тумачење, 59–60; Чанак–Медић, Поповић, Војво-
дић, Манастир Жича, 200, 229 (Д. Војводић).

Fig. 198. Peć, Church of the Holy Apostles, southern side of the altar area
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(the Marriage Feast at Cana, the Healing of the Blind 
Man), fragmentarily preserved in the southern nave 
of the Mother of God of Ljeviša, are indicative of the 
fact that this triple-nave church with a unique spatial 
arrangement and large dimensions provided enough 
space for other representations, those that were not 
painted in the churches in the Raška style group.10 A 
departure from the solutions laid down in the Studen-
ica and Žiča programmes, that is, moving toward the 
more contemporary Byzantine programmatic models, 
is evident in the arrangement of scenes in the naos at 
Arilje. Four compositions from the Cycle of the Great 
Feasts, as already mentioned, were depicted on the 
walls and vaults of the altar area in this church, which 
provided more space in the naos for enrichment of the 
programme. he central part of the Cycle of the Great 
Feasts and the scene of the Dormition of the Virgin are 
depicted under the dome and the western bay, and are 
accompanied by the scene of the Passion of Christ and 
two scenes from the Life of the Virgin (ig. 202).11

Depicted in the vestibule or the choir along the cen-
tral bay of the Raška churches, in the second register of 
fresco paintings and in the vaults of these spaces were 
scenes from the Old Testament (Studenica, Mileševa), 
scenes of the Martyrdom of the Forty Martyrs from 
Sebastea (Studenica, Mileševa, Morača, Sopoćani), and 
some of the scenes from the Cycle of the Great Feasts 
(Žiča, Peć, Bogdašići, Sopoćani).12 he shit of a large 
number of scenes from the Cycle of the Great Feasts 
from the upper zones to the choir occurred due to the 
application of a unique programmatic solution under 
the dome (Žiča, Peć).

he programme of the upper zones in the narthex and 
other structures in the western part of 13th century Ser-
bian churches comprised ‘cycles and representations 
of secondary importance, that is, themes that accom-
panied and complemented the programme of the cen-
tral part of the church’.13 In addition, the similarities 
that appear among them are the result of the repetition 
and transmission of certain themes from one church 

10 Панић, Бабић, Богородица Љевишка, 54, 81 (Г. Бабић).
11 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 63–79, 193.
12 Ђурић, Црква Св. Петра у Богдашићу, 31; Павловић Д., Култ и 
иконографија Четрдесеторице севастијских мученика, 293–304; 
Тодић, Ново тумачење, 62–63; Живковић М., Из иконографског 
програма, 409–410; Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Стари Рас, 132, 134–
135 (Б. Тодић); Војводић, Жича и Пећ, 36–41; Чанак-Медић, По-
повић, Војводић, Манастир Жича, 219–226 (Д. Војводић).
13 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 105.

to another. hus, for example, the Last Judgement was 
given a place in the narthex at Studenica, Morača and 
Sopoćani and in the exonarthex at Mileševa. he com-
positions of the Passion of Christ were painted in the 
narthex at Studenica and Mileševa and the cycle of the 
Ecumenical Councils at Morača, Sopoćani, Gradac and 
Arilje. he Tree of Jesse, an essentially Old Testament 
theme, is depicted in the narthex at Morača, whereas a 
representation of the Sacriice of Abraham is found in 
the narthex at Sopoćani.14

14 For the said examples v. Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 98–113; 
Тодић, Ново тумачење, 64–66; Павловић Д., Зидно сликарство 
градачког католикона, 98–99, sch. 1 (nos. 83–86); Чанак-Медић, 
Тодић, Манастир Студеница, 93, 95 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, 
Тодић, Стари Рас, 142–144 (Б. Тодић); Милановић, Јеванђељске 
сцене, 107–124.

Fig. 199. Peć, Church of the Holy Apostles, dome area
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Painted on the lateral walls of the altar or on the walls 
of the parekklesion added on each side of the narthex 
were cycles of the lives of patron saints to whom these 
spaces were dedicated. hey were the saints whose 
cults were specially venerated by the members of the 
Nemanjić family: St. Nicholas (the parekklesion at Stu-
denica and katholikon at Arilje), St. Stephen (the parek-
klesions at Žiča, Sopoćani and Morača, as well as the 
diakonikon at Mileševa and the prothesis at Arilje) (igs. 
82, 83) , St. Sabbas of Jerusalem (the parekklesion at 
Žiča), and St. Simeon Nemanja, the founder of the rul-
ing dynasty, who was the patron saint of the parekkle-
sions at Studenica, Sopoćani (ig. 95) and Gradac. Ex-
ceptionally, the diakonikon at Morača features a rather 
unusual dedication to the holy prophet Elijah, whose 
life is depicted on its walls (ig. 174).15

he lowest zone of the walls and pilasters of the naos 
and narthex of 13th century Serbian churches featured 
portraits of the members of the ruling Nemanjić family 
and the highest representatives of the Serbian Church, 
historical scenes and, as was customary, igures of saints 
from diferent categories. he selection and arrangement 
of the latter depended not only on the solutions of the 
prevailing Byzantine painting, but also on the special 
requirements of the ktetors, the veneration of certain 
saints, as well as the development of diferent models in 
painting in the lowest register in 13th century churches 
in the Raška style group. Particularly prominent among 
the standing igures in the lowest register were those of 
Nicholas of Myra, Stephen the Protomartyr, John the 
Forerunner and Sabbas of Jerusalem. Some of them, or 
even all four, were painted at the entrance to the pro-
thesis and diakonikon and near the iconostasis, as well 
as in some other prominent places in the church (Stu-
denica, Žiča, Mileševa, Sopoćani, Gradac, Arilje) (igs. 
84–87, 200).16 An important part of the programme 
of the lower register in the vestibule and on the walls 
and pilasters in the naos and narthex of 13th century 
Serbian churches were depictions of hymnographers, 
stylites and monks, which are particularly numerous in 
the narthex at Mileševa, where they are arranged in two 

15 For the monuments listed v. Петковић С., Морача, 25–34; Вој-
водић, Свети Ахилије, 60–62; Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Манастир 
Студеница, 105–107 (Б. Тодић); Павловић Д., Зидно сликарство 
градачког католикона, 100, n. 76; Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Стари 
Рас, 144 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Манастир 
Жича, 259 (Д. Војводић).
16 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 82; Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војво-
дић, Манастир Жича, 259–260 (Д. Војводић).

Fig. 200. Sopoćani monastery, southern wall of the dome area, 
drawing of the frescoes
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zones.17 A series of images of the apostles was assigned 
a place in the lowest register of the choir area in Žiča, 
Mileševa, Morača and Sopoćani and, in all likelihood, at 
one time, in the Holy Apostles in Peć.18

A dynastic picture, including a representation of the kte-
tor holding a model of his endowment, his predecessors 
and descendants in the form of a horizontal Nemanjić 
‘family tree’ (Studenica, Mileševa, Morača, Sopoćani, 
Gradac, Arilje), is an important part of the programme 
in the lowest zone in Serbian churches (igs. 3, 4, 160, 
169, 179, 197, 202, 235). In the course of time, changes 
were made to the dynastic picture and therefore broad-
er compositions of ktetors also included the igures of 
Serbian archbishops and local bishops (Mileševa, south 
parekklesion at Studenica, Arilje) (ig. 202).19 Besides, 
the formerly single procession of the Nemanjić family 
members is divided into two separate groups at Gradac, 
Dragutin’s chapel in Đurđevi Stupovi at Ras (ig. 7) and 
Arilje (igs. 202, 235). he uniqueness of the Arilje solu-
tion is relected in abandoning the concept of depicting 
the ktetor’s ancestors and descendants in the same part 
of the church.20 he multiplication of Serbian histori-
cal portraits and compositions in the lowest register of 
the western bay and narthex at Sopoćani, Gradac and 
Arilje led to substantial changes in the lowest register of 
the painted programmes and to shiting the images of 
Christian saints towards the eastern parts of the church. 
hus, for example, the depictions of the Holy Physicians, 
which were once usually found in the western part of 
the naos and in the narthex (Studenica, Žiča, Mileševa), 
were shited towards the east, to the choir (Sopoćani, 
Gradac) or to the peripheral sections of the central bay 
(Arilje).21 he lowest register of the choir now featured 
depictions of holy warriors (Gradac, Arilje), apostles 
and holy monks (Arilje), whereas at Gradac, depictions 
of the apostles were shited from these areas to the zone 
of the windows.22

17 Милановић, Јеванђељске сцене, 124–127; Живковић М., Из 
иконографског програма, 409–431.
18 Војводић, Жича и Пећ, 42–43; Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војво-
дић, Манастир Жича, 260–266 (Д. Војводић).
19 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 92–94; idem, Слика световне и ду-
ховне власти, 35–77.
20 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 92; Павловић Д., Зидно сликарство 
градачког католикона, 97–98, sch. 1 (nos. 59–66); Чанак-Медић, 
Тодић, Стари Рас, 74–75 (Б. Тодић).
21 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 84–86.
22 Ibidem, 79–84; Павловић Д., Зидно сликарство градачког ка-
толикона, 105.

A special attitude of the ktetors or other persons plan-
ning and creating the decoration of churches towards 
particular events in Christian history and towards par-
ticular saints greatly inluenced church painting pro-
grammes. hus, owing to Saint Sava of Serbia, promi-
nence was given to depictions of the Cruciixion and 
the Deposition from the Cross in all the thematic pro-
grammes created by the irst Serbian archbishop (Stu-
denica, Mileševa, Žiča) (igs. 2, 161, 196). According 
to his wishes, images of his monastic role model and 
namesake, Sabbas of Jerusalem, were depicted in promi-
nent places in the churches (ig. 87), and the scene of 
the Martydom of the Forty was also included in the the-
matic programmes of the Raška churches. King Dragu-
tin showed special respect for the Holy Physicians and, 
therefore, their depictions featured frequently in his en-
dowments (Dragutin’s chapel in Đurđevi Stupovi at Ras, 
Arilje), and, likewise, Queen Jelena for St. Tryphon, a 
fact that can be inferred from the position of the saint’s 
image in the western bay at Gradac, immediately above 
the composition of the ktetor and under the portraits of 
the Serbian rulers.23

he content of pictorial decoration was to a certain ex-
tent inluenced by who the church or chapel was dedi-
cated to. he custom of depicting the patron saint, or 
the feast to which a church was dedicated, above the 
main entrance to the church was followed among the 
Serbs of the mid-13th century (Studenica, Žiča, Sopoćani, 
Morača, Gradac, Arilje) (ig. 191). Likewise, depictions 
of patron saints were positioned above chapel entrances 
(Žiča, Sopoćani, Arilje), and scenes from their lives, as 
mentioned above, depicted on the walls of the rooms 
that were dedicated to them (igs. 82, 83, 95). In all like-
lihood, the dedication of the Žiča and Mileševa church-
es to the Holy Saviour determined the position of the 
scene of the Ascension in the dome of these churches. 
At Sopoćani, the scene of the Descent of the Holy Spir-
it on the Apostles, as a representation of the church’s 
patron saint’s day, occupies a prominent place on the 
eastern wall under the dome, whilst a depiction of the 
patron, that is, the Holy Trinity, is positioned on the 
eastern side of the intrados above the southern choir. 
he dedication of the Gradac katholikon to the Mother 

23 For the examples listed, v. Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 84–86; Па-
вловић Д., Култ и иконографија Четрдесеторице севастијских 
мученика, 293–304; Тодић, Ново тумачење, 59; Павловић Д., Зид-
но сликарство градачког католикона, 98, 99, sch. 1 (nos. 74, 98); 
Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Манастир Жича, 194, 224, 
283, 334, 338–340 (Д. Војводић).
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of God is depicted in the narthex of the church in a se-
ries of scenes from her life, which constitutes the oldest 
surviving and comprehensive Cycle of the Life of the 
Virgin not only in medieval Serbian painting, but in all 
Byzantine art in the second half of the 13th century.24

he funerary function of some of the churches in which, 
in addition to the ktetors, their other family members, 
church rulers, local archpriests, hegoumenoi and monks 
were buried also afected the conception of the the-
matic programme. heir burial in diferent parts of the 
church led to the appearance of certain themes, most 
commonly directly above the tomb, but sometimes 
even elsewhere throughout the special purpose area. 
he tombs of the ktetors, usually situated in the south-
west corner of the naos in the endowements of the Ser-
bian rulers and their relatives, were marked by funerary 
portraits of the ktetors (Studenica, Mileševa, Morača, 
Sopoćani, Gradac) (igs. 4, 160, 169, 197) and also by 
representations of soteriological themes: the Resurrec-
tion of Christ represented by the Myrrhbearers and the 
Descent of Christ into Hades, the Cruciixion and the 
Last Judgment, which were painted either above the 
ktetor’s tomb or in its immediate proximity (Studenica, 
Mileševa, Morača, Sopoćani) (igs. 196, 197). he bur-
ial place of other people was marked by depictions of 
their death (of an unknown person in the western bay 
in Gradac, of Queen Anna Dandolo in Sopoćani, and 
of the Moravica bishop, Merkurije, in Arilje). he fact 
that some of the churches also served as cathedrals let 
a mark on their pictorial programmes. hus, for exam-
ple, at Žiča, the seat of the irst Serbian Archbishopric, 
emphasis was placed on the events that played a cru-
cial part in the foundation and spread of the Christian 
Church and the apostles’ role in it, whereas in Arilje, 
the seat of the Moravica Bishopric, there is a large 
number of depictions of Serbian archbishops and local 
bishops in the western bay (ig. 202) and the narthex, 
archpriests from the Old Testament in the dome, and 
John Chrysostom and the Mother of God with Child 
next to the former episcopal throne.25

24 Павловић Д., Богородичин циклус, 75–89; Чанак-Медић, Тодић, 
Стари Рас, 134 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, 
Манастир Жича, 194, 200, 302–305 (Д. Војводић).
25 Поповић Д., Српски владарски гроб, 34–42, 51–60, 70–78, 
84–88, 184–185; Radujko, ‘Ἀρχιερατικός θρόνος’, 147–150; Војво-
дић, Свети Ахилије, 83–84, 90–98, 115–116, 149–150; Павловић 
Д., Зидно сликарство градачког католикона, 95, sch. 1 (no. 41); 
Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Стари Рас, 144 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, 
Поповић, Војводић, Манастир Жича, 192–229 (Д. Војводић).

he selection and arrangement of particular themes 
and individual igures, and even their number, also 
depended on the architecture of the church buildings. 
hus, for example, a shortage of space in the apses of 
Žiča, Mileševa and Peć (ig. 198) necessitated moving 
the Communion of the Apostles to other places inside 
these churches. he diferences in the shapes of the wall 
surfaces in Žiča and the Holy Apostles in Peć led to a 
diferent disposition of identical scenes in the interior 
of their respective domes, as well as to a deviation from 
the chronological order of the scenes within the cycles 
at Žiča. he painting of the sixteen igures of proph-
ets and their arrangement in the dome of the church at 
Gradac was the result of a peculiar architectural design 
of the eight-sided tambour inside and outside, whereas 
the narrow and elongated dome at Arilje was conducive 
to placing twelve depictions of prophets in two zones 
of the Moravica tambour. he fragmented and numer-
ous wall surfaces inside the church at Arilje additionally 
contributed to enriching the content of the programme, 
speciically by the introduction of the scenes from the 
cycles of the Passion of Christ and the Life of the Virgin 
into the higher zones of the naos.26

Lastly, judging from the selection of particular themes 
and their spatial arrangement, it can be concluded that, 
to a certain extent, Serbian monumental painting of 
the 13th century followed the mainstream Byzantine 
art of the time. Namely, it has become evident that the 
shaping of the thematic programmes was afected by a 
number of diverse factors, which led to the appearance 
and intermingling of contemporary and older themes, 
as well as new or seldom depicted ones, sometimes 
without parallels in Byzantine art. In addition to the 
solutions that followed the then topical programmes 
(e.g. Christ Pantokrator in the dome, the image of the 
Mother of God, the Communion of the Apostles and 
the Oiciating Church Fathers in the altar apse) (ig. 
159) also present in Serbian monumental art are the 
more archaic solutions, such as the disposition of the 
scene of the Ascension of Christ in the dome (ig. 199), 
a depiction of the Deesis in the apse (ig.198), and the 
position of the Cruciixion of Christ on the western wall 
of the naos (ig. 196). On the other hand, bearing in 

26 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 37–46, 52, 73–79, 195; Марковић М., 
Прво путовање Светог Саве, 184–185; Тодић, Ново тумачење, 
59; Војводић, Жича и Пећ, 33–35; Павловић Д., Зидно сликарство 
градачког католикона, 101; Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Пећка патри-
јаршија, 48 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Мана-
стир Жича, 220, 250 (Д. Војводић).
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Fig. 201. Sopoćani monastery, church interior
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mind the development of 13th century Serbian painting, 
the position of the Cruciixion of Christ (ig. 2) and the 
Deposition from the Cross in the lowest register of the 
choir transept at Žiča is rather unusual, as is the scene 
of the Annunciation to Zacharias in close proximity to 
the representation of the Annunciation to the Virgin in 
the area beneath the dome.27 A similar case is with the 
position of the scene of the Cruciixion above the en-
trance to the naos, on the eastern wall of the Mileševa 
narthex.28 Contrary to custom, the composition of the 
Communion of the Apostles was placed on the western 

27 Војводић, Жича и Пећ, 40–42; Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војво-
дић, Манастир Жича, 210–218, 223–224 (Д. Војводић).
28 Милановић, Јеванђељске сцене, 121.

wall beneath the dome of the Mileševa naos and in the 
vault of the altar bay in the Holy Apostles in Peć (ig. 
198) and at Žiča.29

A special feature of 13th century Serbian painting is 
a ‘gallery’ of portraits of the members of the ruling 
Nemanjić family. Judging by their large number, com-
plex meanings and skilful incorporation into a broader 
programmatic context, they held a special place in me-
dieval Orthodox art. he Procession of the Nemanjić 
Family reveals the origins and permanence of the Ser-
bian dynasty, order and continuity regarding succession 

29 Тодић, Ново тумачење, 59; Војводић, Жича и Пећ, 33; Чанак- 
-Медић, Тодић, Пећка патријаршија, 48 (Б. Тодић); Чанак-Медић, 
Поповић, Војводић, Манастир Жича, 250–251 (Д. Војводић).

Fig. 202. Arilje, Church of St. Achilleos, southern, western and northern walls of the western bay
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to the throne, highlights the actual ruler as the succes-
sor of revered ancestors and the holiness of the ruling 
family. Special attention in the thematic programmes of 
Serbian churches was paid to images of the highest rep-
resentatives of the Serbian Church. At irst, they were 
depicted within the compositions of the ktetors next to 
the portraits of the Nemanjić family members (Mileševa 
and King Radoslav’s Chapel at Studenica), then in the 
altar as part of the Oiciating Church Fathers (Holy 
Apostles in Peć and Sopoćani), and inally, at the end 
of the 13th century, in order to highlight the continu-
ity of the Serbian Autocephalous Church, depictions of 
Serbian archbishops and bishops at Arilje constituted 
a separate group in the western part of the church (ig. 
202).30 Some of the solutions that had originally been 
used in Byzantium were also adopted in Serbia, such 
as the programmatic connecting of the Tree of Jesse to 
images of the representatives of the Nemanjić family 
(Morača, Sopoćani, Arilje) and, in all likelihood, add-
ing depictions of the local Serbian synods to those of 
the Ecumenical Councils (Sopoćani, Arilje) (igs. 8, 
201).31 he distinctiveness of Serbian 13th century pro-
grammatic ensembles lies in the rather original solu-
tions which involved the merging or confronting cer-
tain depictions, that is, most oten connecting certain 
themes as counterparts (e.g. the Nativity of Christ and 
the Dormition of the Virgin at Studenica and Gradac, 
the Nativity of Christ and the Descent of Christ into 
Hades at Mileševa and Arilje).32 he similarities of the 
programmes applied in Serbian churches, evident in 
the dome, the area below the dome and other spaces, 
both in the higher and lower registers, resulted from 
the custom of replicating solutions from one church in 
another. For this reason, certain depictions are present 

30 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 92–94; idem, Слика световне и ду-
ховне власти, 35–77.
31 Војводић, Свети Ахилије, 100–104, 111–112.
32 Павловић Д., О једном особеном моделу, 443–455; Vojvodić, he 
Nativity of Christ, 127–142.

in the programmes of several churches. hus, for ex-
ample, a composition of the ktetor was painted on the 
south wall of the western bay at Studenica (ig. 160), 
Mileševa (igs. 169, 197), Morača, Sopoćani (ig. 4) and 
Gradac in order to mark the ktetor’s tomb, and the Mar-
tydom of the Forty in a special place inside the Raška 
churches, such as the vaults of the vestibule (Studenica), 
the choir (Mileševa, Morača, Sopoćani) and the porch 
(Žiča).33 Exceptionally, due to an expansion of themes 
in the higher registers of the southern choir at Gradac, 
the Martyrdom of the Forty Martyrs from Sebastea 
was positioned in the lower register of the narthex at 
Gradac, where this event, carrying a certain baptismal 
symbolism, was placed near the holy water font, which 
was not an unprecedented solution in Byzantine art.34 
An important contribution to Orthodox monumental 
painting is the introduction of Serbian programmatic 
themes which are distinct and thematically rounded. 
hey include depictions of scenes from the life of Saint 
Simeon Nemanja (ig. 95) in the chapels dedicated to 
him, as mentioned above, and from the cycle of the en-
thronement of Serbian rulers (the vault of King Dragu-
tin’s Chapel at Đurđevi Stupovi, ig. 6).35 he inclusion 
of these and other novel themes and, at the same time, 
the enrichment of the pictorial programme are particu-
larly evident in the Serbian fresco painting of the last 
decades of the 13th century, which heralded thematically 
more developed programmes than those of the Raška 
school and created a link with the painting of the next 
century. By all this, 13th century Serbian painting repre-
sents an important testimony to the circumstances and 
times in which it was created.

33 Поповић Д., Српски владарски гроб, 35–36, 51, 71, 84–85; Па-
вловић Д., Култ и иконографија Четрдесеторице севастијских 
мученика, 293–304; Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Мана-
стир Жича, 338–340 (Д. Војводић).
34 Павловић Д., Култ и иконографија Четрдесеторице севастиј-
ских мученика, 301–302; Чанак-Медић, Поповић, Војводић, Ма-
настир Жича, 343 (Д. Војводић).
35 Чанак-Медић, Тодић, Стари Рас, 73 (Б. Тодић).
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cHRoNoloGY

c. 780–800 Reign of Serbian Prince Višeslav.

c. 800–820 Reign of Serbian Prince Prosigoj.

c. 850 Battles against Bulgarians successfully fought by 
Prince Vlastimir and in later years also by his sons 
Mutimir, Strojimir and Gojnik.

c. 820–851 Reign of Serbian Prince Vlastimir.

851–891 Reign of Serbian Prince Mutimir.

867–886 Reign of Emperor Basil I.

854 Bulgarian Khan Boris attacks Serbia. Ater conclusion 
of peace, prisoners of war exchanged at Ras, when the 
place is irst mentioned as a settlement, fort or region.

between 867 
and 874

Conversion to Christianity of the Serbian ruling 
family by the ecclesiastical centres on the Adriatic 
coast. Serbian princes recognise the supreme power 
of the Emperor.

892–917 Reign of Serbian Prince Petar Gojniković.

913–959 Reign of Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos.

c. 926 Temporary occupation of Serbia, until 927, by the 
Bulgarian army led by Tsar Simeon.

c. 933–c. 950 Reign of Prince Časlav.

c. 950 Dubrovnik diocese elevated to archdiocese, with jurisdic-
tion over the regions of Serbia, Travunia and Zachlumia.

1018 Following the collapse of the Bulgarian Empire, 
Byzantine Emperor Basil II establishes the Katep-
anate of Bulgaria and heme of Serbia.

1019–1020 Byzantine Emperor Basil II designates the territorial 
size of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, also comprising 
the Bishopric of Ras.

1039–1042 Prince Vojislav seizes control of Serbia and Dio-
clea, and subsequently of Travunia and Zachlumia.

1064 Hungarians seize Byzantine Belgrade.

1072 Aborted uprising against Byzantine rule in the 
theme of Bulgaria. he rebels proclaim Bodin, 
son of Prince Mihailo of Dioclea, Tsar of Bulgaria.

1077 King Mihailo of Dioclea seeks the papal lag from 
Pope Gregory VII.

c. 1085 King Bodin of Dioclea seizes the region of Ras and 
appoints Vukan and Marko to govern it.

1089 Diocese of Bar elevated to archdiocese.

1094 Meeting of Emperor Alexios Komnenos and Ras 
Župan Vukan.

1113–1199 Stefan Nemanja.

1118–1143 Reign of Emperor John II Komnenos.

c. 1122 Emperor John Komnenos seizes Ras.

1127 During the Byzantine-Hungarian war, Serbs seize 
the fortress of Ras. Grand Župan Uroš I marries his 
daughter Jelena to the Hungarian heir to the throne, 
the future king Bela the Blind.

1129 Byzantine army seizes Ras and Grand Župan Uroš 
I recognises the supreme authority of the Emperor, 
pledging to provide him with troops.

1143–1180 Reign of Emperor Manuel I Komnenos.

1147 Two large Crusader armies, led by German Em-
peror Konrad III and French King Louis VII, pass 
through Serbia, along the military road from Bel-
grade to Constantinople.

1166–1196 Reign of Grand Župan Stefan Nemanja.

1172 Stefan Nemanja’s attempt to renege on his allegiance 
to Byzantine authority fails. Manuel I Komnenos cap-
tures the grand župan, who marches in the emperor’s 
triumphal procession on the streets of Constantinople.

1174–1236 Rastko (Sava) Nemanjić.

1180–1183 Reign of Emperor Alexios II Komnenos. Following his 
assassination, Stefan Nemanja refuses to recognise the 
authority of the new emperor, Andronikos I Komnenos, 
and begins to seize control of Byzantine territories.

1185–1195 Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.

1189 During the hird Crusade, Stefan Nemanja and 
Friedrich Barbarossa meet at Niš and discuss form-
ing an alliance.

1191 In a battle on the South Morava, the Serbian army 
is defeated by Byzantium. Nemanja returns a small 
number of conquered territories to the Byzantine 
emperor and his middle son and heir, Stefan, mar-
ries the emperor's niece Eudokia.

c. 1192 Rastko Nemanjić goes to Mount Athos, takes mo-
nastic vows and changes his name to Sava.
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1195–1203 Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.

1196 Stefan Nemanja abdicates in favour of his son Ste-
fan, now a nephew-in-law of the Byzantine emper-
or, and withdraws to the Monastery of Studenica 
as the monk Simeon, and subsequently to Mount 
Athos, the following year.

1198 he monks Simeon and Sava reconstruct the Hilan-
dar monastery on Mount Athos.

1196–1227 Reign of Stefan Nemanjić.

1204 Fourth Crusade. he Crusaders seize Constantino-
ple and divide the Byzantine Empire.

1204–1261 Empire of Nicaea. he house of Nemanjić considers 
it to be the successor to the old Empire.

1204–1221 Reign of Nicaean Emperor heodore I Laskaris.

1217 Coronation of Stefan Nemanjić as the irst crowned 
king ‘of all the Serbian and maritime lands’– by 
legates sent to him by Pope Honorius III.

1219 Consecration of Archimandrite Sava Nemanjić as 
the irst archbishop ‘of all Serbian and maritime 
lands’ in Nicaea; the Ecumenical Patriarch and the 
Council in Nicaea give the Serbian Archbishopric 
the right to autocephaly. he Monastery of Žiča be-
comes the seat of the archbishop and the coronation 
church.

1221–1254 Reign of Nicaean Emperor John III Vatatzes.

1236 Archbishop Sava dies in the Bulgarian town of 
Trnovo; the following year his relics remains are 
transferred to the Monastery of Mileševa.

1243–1276 Reign of King Stefan Uroš I.

1259–1282 Reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos.

1261 Restoration of the Byzantine Empire at Constan-
tinople.

1274 King Uroš rejects the Union of Lyon.

1276–1282 Reign of King Stefan Dragutin.

1282–1328 Reign of Andronikos II Palaiologos.

1282 At the Council of Deževo, King Dragutin abdicates 
in favour of his brother Milutin and receives his 
own, separate lands.

1282–1321 Reign of King Stefan Uroš II Milutin.

1284 Hungarians grant Dragutin governance of northern 
Serbia and north-eastern Bosnia. Belgrade comes 
under Serbian rule for the irst time.

c. 1291 Kuman-Tatar invasion of Serbia; Žiča is burned 
down. he seat of the Serbian Archbishopric is 
moved to Peć.

1298–1299 Byzantine-Serbian negotiations. Peace is concluded 
in 1299 and strengthened by the marriage between 
King Milutin and Simonida, the daughter of the 
emperor, Andronikos II Palaiologos. Milutin’s con-
quests till then, the most important among them, 
northern Macedonia with Skopje, are recognised in 
the form of a dowry.

1314 King Milutin captures, nearly blinds and exiles his 
son Stefan Dečanski because of the latter’s revolt 
against his authority. Stefan with his sons spends 
nearly seven years in Constantinople.

1321–1331 Reign of Stefan Uroš III Dečanski.

1324–1337 Administration of Serbian Archbishop Danilo II.

1328–1341 Reign of Andronikos III Palaiologos.

1330 Battle of Velbuzhd – victory of the Serbian army led 
by Stefan Dečanski over Bulgarian Tsar Michael. 
Stefan Dušan, the young king, demonstrates great 
courage in battle.

1331–1355 Reign of King Stefan Dušan.

1334 King Dušan conquers regions in central Macedonia, 
including Ohrid and Prilep.

1341–1354 Civil war in Byzantium, between the regents of the 
under-aged John V Palaiologos, and John Kantak-
ouzenos, who proclaims himself emperor and pro-
tector of the Palaiologoi.

1341–1391 Reign of John V Palaiologos.

1342 Alliance between John Kantakouzenos and King 
Dušan. he king’s conquests in south-western Mac-
edonia and northern Epiros.

1343 Alliance of regents with King Stefan Dušan, who, 
from that time, in his traditional title of ruler ‘of all 
the Serbian and maritime lands’ adds ‘of the Greek 
lands’.

1345 King Dušan seizes control of Serres, south-eastern 
Macedonia and Mount Athos.

end of 1345 / 
beginning of 
1346 

King Dušan proclaims himself as the emperor of 
Serbia and part of the Byzantine Empire; he most 
oten uses the title ‘vasilevs and avtokrator of Serbia 
and Romania’ (in Greek) and ‘emperor of the Serbs 
and Greeks’ (in the Serbian language).

1346 Imperial coronation of Stefan Dušan in Skopje. he 
Serbian Church is elevated to the status of a patri-
archate, and Archbishop Joanikije is consecrated as 
the irst Serbian patriarch.

1347–1354 Reign of John V Kantakouzenos.

1347 Emperor Dušan takes control of Epiros.

1348 Emperor Dušan takes control of hessaly.

1349 Dušan’s Code proclaimed at a state assembly in 
Skopje. (he Code is later amended and proclaimed 
at an assembly in Serres in 1354).

1352 Constantinopolitan Patriarch Kallistos and the Syn-
od pronounce an anathema against Emperor Dušan 
and Patriarch Joanikije and the Serbian bishops (the 
so-called Kallistos’ Anathema) because of Dušan’s 
coronation as Byzantine Emperor and the raising of 
the Serbian Church to the status of a patriarchate.

1352 he Battle at Demotika, in which John Kantak-
ouzenos and the Turks defeat the supporters of 
Emperor John V Palaiologos, the Serbs and the 
Bulgarians.
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1354 Turks seize the city of Gallipoli, and establish their 
irst stronghold in Europe.

1355 Emperor Dušan dies of unknown causes. he dis-
solution of his state soon leads to an epoch of in-
ternecine conlict among the numerous regional 
overlords.

1355–1371 Reign of Emperor Stefan Uroš.

1365 Vukašin Mrnjavčević receives the title of king and 
becomes the co-ruler of Emperor Uroš.

1371 Battle of the Maritsa; King Vukašin and Despot 
Uglješa Mrnjavčević are killed. Vukašin’s son Marko, 
until then the ‘young king’ gains the title of king. 
With the death of Emperor Uroš, the male line of 
the Nemanjić family is extinguished.

1372–1389 Reign of Prince Lazar Hrebeljanović.

1375 Reconciliation of the Serbian and the Byzantine 
churches. he Ecumenical Patriarchate gave abso-
lution Dušan, Uroš, Joanikije and the bishops; the 
Peć archbishop’s title of patriarch is recognised in 
internal communication, and Dušan’s title of the 
Emperor of Serbia is posthumously recognised.

1376–1379 Reign of Andronikos IV Palaiologos.

1377 he Bosnian ban Tvrtko I Kotromanić is crowned 
as the king of the Serbs, Bosnia, the Pomorje (mari-
time) and western lands.

1389 he Battle of Kosovo; death of Prince Lazar and 
Sultan Murad.

1391–1425 Reign of Manuel II Palaiologos.

1395 he Battle at Rovine; King Marko and Despot Kon-
stantin Dejanović, the vassal of the Ottoman Sultan 
Beyazid, are killed.

1402 he Battle of Angora, in which Stefan Lazarević 
ights as the vassal of Sultan Beyazid. On his return 
from the battleield, in Constantinople the Byzan-
tine emperor awards him the highest title, that of 
‘despot’.

1402–1427 Reign of Despot Stefan Lazarević.

1403–1404 Belgrade becomes the capital of the Serbian state 
(till 1427).

1425–1448 Reign of John VIII Palaiologos.

1428–30 he building of Smederevo, the new capital of the 
Serbian state.

1439 Despot Đurađ rejects the Florentine Union. Sme-
derevo falls the irst time.

1440 First Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).

1449–1453 Reign of Constantine XI Dragases Palaiologos.

1453 May 29th Turks seize Constantinople. Sultan Me-
hmed II makes a ceremonial entry into the city, 
which becomes the capital of the Ottoman Empire 
– Istanbul.

1455 Turks seize Novo Brdo.

1456 Second Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).

1459 Smederevo falls to the Turks, and the end of the Ser-
bian medieval state.

1463 Turks seize control of Bosnia.

1471 Hungarian King Matthias Corvinus awards Vuk 
Branković the title of despot. he restored despot-
ate in Srem becomes a kind of military frontier be-
tween the Christian and Ottoman worlds.

1486 Đorđe Branković appointed despot in Srem.

1490 Đurađ Crnojević becomes the Lord of Zeta.

1502 With the death of Despot Jovan, the male line of the 
house of Branković is extinguished.

Early 16th 
century

Having taken monastic vows, Đorđe Branković, 
now the monk Maksim, becomes the Metropolitan 
of Belgrade.

1520–1566 Reign of Turkish Sultan Suleiman the Magniicent.

1521 A major Turkish ofensive. Belgrade seized along 
with other cities and part of the Serbian population 
is carried away to Istanbul.

1526 he Battle of Mohacs. Following the defeat of Hun-
gary and the death of King Vladislaus, the Turks 
establish a stronghold in Central Europe.

1529 Sultan Suleiman the Magniicent’s irst campaign 
against Vienna. In order to put up a front against 
the Turks, Serbs are settled along the Austrian-
Turkish border.

1541 Hungary falls to the Turks.

1557 he Patriarchate of Peć restored.

1592 he fall of the city of Bihać to the Turks marks the 
end of Turkish conquests in Bosnia, Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Slavonia, and Dalmatia.

1594 As a result of an uprising against the Turks in the 
Banat, Sinan-pasha has the relics of Saint Sava trans-
ferred from the Mileševa monastery and burned in 
Belgrade.

1595–1610 Intensive settling of Serbs in Slavonia and Croatia. 
he Military Frontier created.

1614–1647 Administration of the Serbian Patriarch Pajsije.

1630 Austrian Emperor Ferdinand II passes the Statutes, 
which provide for the special status of the Serbs 
living in the territory of the Military Frontier.

1683 Aborted Turkish siege of Vienna.

1683–1699 he Great (Viennese) War waged against the Turks 
by the Holy League – an alliance of Austria, the Ro-
man Curia, Poland and Venice – is of crucial impor-
tance for the history of the Serbs.

1689 Ater the withdrawal of the Austrian army from 
Skopje and its defeat at Kačanik, the Turks launch 
a counterofensive, followed by retaliation and 
devastation. he majority of the Serbian popu-
lation, led by Patriarch Arsenije III Čarnojević, 
withdraw to the territories north of the Sava and 
Danube rivers, which become part of the Austri-
an Empire ater the Treaty of Karlowitz in 1699.
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АП = Археографски прилози, Београд

ВИИНЈ = Византијски извори за историју народа Југослави-
је, I–VI, Београд 1955–1986.

Глас САНУ = Глас Српске академије наука и уметности, Бео-
град

Глас СКА = Глас Српске краљевске академије, Београд

ГСУД = Гласник Српског ученог друштва, Београд

ГСНД = Гласник Скопског научног друштва, Скопље

ГГБ = Годишњак града Београда, Београд

ЗМПУ = Зборник Музеја примењене уметности, Београд

ЗМСЛУ = Зборник Матице српске за ликовне уметности, 
Нови Сад

ЗНМ = Зборник Народног музеја, Београд

ЗРВИ = Зборник радова Византолошког института, Београд

ЗФФ = Зборник Филозофског факултета, Београд

ЗЗСК = Зборник заштите споменика културе, Нови Сад

ИГ = Историјски гласник, Београд

ИСН = Историја српског народа I–III, Београд 1981–1983.

ИЦГ = Историја Црне Горе, I–III, Титоград 1970.

ИЧ = Историјски часопис, Београд

ЛССВ = Лексикон српског средњег века, edd. С. Ћирковић, Р. 
Михаљчић, Београд 1999.

ПКЈИФ = Прилози за књижевност, језик, историју и фол-
клор, Београд

СКМ = Старине Косова и Метохије, Приштина

ССА = Стари српски архив, Бања Лука – Београд

CCРЛ = Стари српски родослови и летописи, ed. Љ. Стоја-
новић, Сремски Карловци 1927.

ХЗ = Хиландарски зборник, Београд

CCЗН = Стари српски записи и натписи, I–VI, ed. Љ. Сто-
јановић, Београд 1902–1926.

BF = Byzantinische Forschungen, Amsterdam

DOP = Dumbarton Oaks Papers, Washington, D.C.

CA = Cahiers archéologiques, Paris

GRS = Gesta regum sclavorum, I–II, еd. Т. Живковић, Београд 
2009.

GZMBiH = Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja Bosne i Hercegovine, 
Sarajevo

JÖB = Jahrbuch der Österreichischen Byzantinistik, Wien

ODB = he Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, I–III, ed. A. P. 
Kazhdan, New York – Oxford 1991.

PPUD = Prilozi povijesti umjetnosti u Dalmaciji, Split

Radovi IPU = Radovi Instituta za povijest umetnosti, Zagreb

REB = Revue des études byzantines, Paris

SHP = Starohrvatska prosvjeta, Split

ΔΧΑΕ = Δελτίον της Χριστιανικής Αρχαιολογικής Εταιρίας, 
Αθήνα

Акопян, Миниатюра Васпуракана = Г. Акопян, Миниатю-
ра Васпуракана XIII–XIV вв., Ереван 1989.

Алексеев, Сербская традиция = А. А. Алексеев, Сербская 
традиция славянского евангелия, in: Словенско средњовеков-
но наслеђе. Зборник посвећен професору Ђорђу Трифуновићу, 
Београд 2001, 35–43.

Амиранашвили, Грузинская  миниатюра = Ш. Амиранаш-
вили, Грузинская миниатюра, Москва 1966.

Андрејевић, Манастир Моштаница = А. Андрејевић, Ма-
настир Моштаница под Козаром, Старинар н. с., 13–14 
(1962–1963) 163–175.

Андрејевић, Претварање цркава у џамије = А. Андрејевић, 
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Архиепископ Данило II, Животи краљева = Архиепископ 
Данило II и његови настављачи, Животи краљева и архие-
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